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DESCRIBE THE PEI ES ENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bank of Mechanicsville, located at MechanicsvillM, St. Hary•s 

County, .10 miles west of the Mechanicsville-Chaptico Road on Old Route 5 

is a one-story brick col"l!llercial bliilding with a gabled roof. It was built in 

in two s~ges, 1907 and 1926, and renovated in 1966. 

The original section, built in 1907,is three bays wide. The front (NE) 

facade has a central prostyle porticg~ flanked by two windows. Its brickwork 

is laid in an alternating pattern of five rows of Flemish bond and one row of 

headers. A stone· block dated ~ll8r" is centered above the gabled roof of the 

portico•, A diocletian window is centered above this stone. The windows have 

archivolt mouldings with a double row of headers above, repeating the arch. 

Below each window is an indented square in the brickwork, nine rows long and as 

wide as the window. The SE facade has two windows with sill and archivolt details 

identical to that of the front windows, but no indented square below. The back 

(SW) facade has a central entrance, with a window in tile south side. The NW 

facade originally had two windows. The 1907 section was 'built as one large 

room, with the Yault in the back (W) corner of the building. It had frescoed 

walls and fourteen-foot ceilings. 

The (NT~) room was added in 1926. It continues the brick pattern and 

window detailing of the 1907 section. The NE li'indow it eaelosed on the original 

section has been converted into a bookshelf. The windows of the back (SW) facade 

of the 1926 addition are narrower than the other windows on the building. A 

simple cornice runs under the eaves around the building. 

In 1966, the first section of the building was altered on the interior, 

with walls breaking up the fllor space into a waiting room, office, and back 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Italianate sytle eleaents in the. design of the Mechanicsville Bank 

characterize· the building as a typical example of the connercial architecture 

built in the early twentieth century in St. Mary's County. It reflects the 

conservative ideals and the affluence that existed in this agrarian society 

in a style that relates a classical tradition with something agreeably up-to-

date in appearance. At the same time, it is a unique example of commercial 

architectuiie in Mechanicsville in its form.al Italianate details and brick 

exterior. Details such as frescoed walls, high interior ceilings and exterior 

features such as a diocletian windOll', and prostyle portico- create ~n i.mpres-

sion of solidity, stability, and security. 

The bank was built in 1907 on land purchased for that purpose by 

Zachariah R. Morgan, then one of the directors of the National Bank of 

Mechanicsville.. In 1966, it was purchased for use as an office and extensiTely 

renovated by Henry J. Fowler, Sr. Senator Fowler served in the Maryland Hous9 

of Delegates from 1950-54 and 1956-70. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



and 

Land Records of St. Mary's County, Courthouse, Leonardtown, Md. 
Pevsner, Fleming, and Honour, eds. A Dictionary of Architectur~(Woodstock: 
Overlook Press, 1976). 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET If NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
.:p._ 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Mechanicsville Bank property faces NE on Old Route S, .10.miles 
west of its intersection with the Mechanicsville-Chaptico Road. 

LIST ALL .STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COL!NTY BOUNDARIES 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be fpund in the 
P..nnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section "1"81 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET #1 

Mechanicsville Bank; Mechanicsville, Md.; St. Mary's County 

room. A narrow hall along the SW side permitted passage from the front of the 

building to the back. In the waiting room and office a ten-foot ceiling is 

slung below the original ceiling. In the back room, the higher ceiling and walls 

remain in view. Except for a slightly narrower door, the vault, with its scfe and 

alarm-and-ventilation system stands untouched. A fireplace now stands where a 

stovP- originally stood in the 1926 section. The floor of the 1907 section has 

also been renlaced. 



-
Vechanicsville 3ank 

- - - - 1926 addition 
~-~-~-~ 1966 modifications 

window 
fireplace 
door 

not drawn to scale 

J 

~ 

B 
I 

B 
L-~ 

,) 

J 

:-

vault 



MeckanicsTi.lle Bank Chain of Title, cont. 

Grantor: Robert c. ~ood, and Annie s. Hood, his wife 
Grantee: Zacaarish R. Morgan 
Date of Deed: Octobe, 5, 1906 
For consideration of $300 
Land Records of St. Mary's County, Liber E.B.A. No. 6, folio 231. 

Grantor: Zacaariah R. Morgan and Nellie Morgan, his wife 
Grantee: Jesse Turner, George M. Tho.as, L.E. Mwlf'ord 1 Zachariah R. 

Morgan, Clarence w. Ta ... •, R.J.Long, W.W.Early1 Eugene Trice, 
J. Edward Burroughs, Robert v. Palaer, D.T.Dixon, Directors 
of the National Bank of Mechanics~lle, and their successors 
as Directors of said bank 

Date of Deed: May 121 1909 
For consideration of $300 
Land Records of St. Mary's County, Li.ber E.B.A. No 7, folio 515. 

Grantor: Maryland National Bank (Ute saMe as the grantee in pre~ous 
deed) 

Grantee: Kenneth L. Burrough.a and Martha L. Burroughs, his wife 
Date of Deed: June 71 1966 
For consideration of the preJlises 1 $10 and good and valuable consider­
ations 
Land Records of St. Mary's County, Li.ber C.B.G. No. 127 1 folio 191. 

Grantor: Kenneth L. Burroughs and Martha L. Burroughs, his wife 
Grantee: Henry J. Fowler, Sr. 
Date of Deed: August 15, 1966 
For consideration of tae prentises, $10 and good and Taluable consider­
~tions 

Land Records of St. Mary's County, Li.ber M.R.F. No. 12e, folio 2e3. 
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