
St . Marys - 355 
Zion ME Church 
Rt . 235 
Lexington Park,MD 20653 

Access : Public 

-

1881 , 1956 

The present Zion ME Church stands 35' from the west side 
o~ ~t. 235 and faces east . The church was built is 1956. 
Zion ME Church has gone through many changes in it's 
100yr. history . It was once a simple rural churc~ (the 
only black Methodist church in the vicinity of r,exington 
Park) . Over the years at least three churches have stood 
on this site. The area has mostly been a tobacco growing 
region until recent years when the Naval Air Test Station 
was located there . 
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II DESCRIPTION 

- EXCELLENT 

:'.".' GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

sM-355" 

CHECK ONE 

2 '0RIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN ) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The present structure was built around pert 
of the old church in 1956 . Zion ME Church s t ands 35 ' 
from the west s i de of Rt . 235, the building faces east . 
The church is constructed of cinder block . It measures 
56' across the front facade and is 180 1 in depth . The 
building is gabled (East - West) . There is a ga~l•a ent rance 
foyer that measures 1~ 1 acros s the front and is 8 1 in 
depth . Two concrete steps lead to the double doors (wooden) 
at the entrance . There are two windows (one on either side 
of the foyer ) in t he front facade . These windows have one 
clear- glass center pane and 12 colored lights that surround 
that pane . The se windows are 31 • There are 4 2-over-2 
clear- glass windows in the south side of the building 
and four more in the north side . An addition has been 
ad ed on the west ena of the building to serve as a 
Sunday School and Hall . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

1881 -
1956 



SM-355 
II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- PREHISTORIC -ARCHEULOc.iY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ELIGION 

_ 1400 1499 -ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION _ LAW - SCIENCE 

- 1500· 1599 -AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

_ 1600 1699 -ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY 2S;oc1AVHUMANITARIAN 

- 1700· 1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _ THEATER 

- 1800· I 899 -COMMERCE _ EXP LORA Tl ON/ SETTLEMENT - PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

-~900 _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _ OTHER ISPEOFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Zion ME Church has gone through many changes 

in it's 100yr . history . It was once a simple rural church 
(the only black Methodist church in the vicinity of Lex:ngton 
Park) . Over the years at least three churches nave stood on 
this site . The area has been mostly a tobacco growing region 

until recent years when the Naval Air Test Station was located 
~here . This church has a large congregation and many government 

programs are housed in their buildings (Senior Citizens , Doycare, 

etc . ) . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

~---------------------------------~-----STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

.. arnes W. Clark , Historic Sites Surveyor 
0RGAN1ZAT10Ni·iarylend Commi ssion on Afro - American 

History & Culture 
STREET & NUMBER 

20 Dean St . 
CITY OR TOWN l 

~nnapo is 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

269- 2893 
STATE 

Lary land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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Zion Methodist Episcopal Church (Si~) SM- 355 
Lexington Park , St . Mary ' s County , MD 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical Trust , Annapolis , MD 
East elevation 
2/81 
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Zion Methodist Episcopal Church (Sik) SM- 355 
Lexington Park, St. Mary ' s County, MD 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical Trust , Annapolis, MD 
North elevation 
2/81 
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