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(Ch~c:I< UrarJ 

CONDITION 
:J Eace 11 .. nt ~ Good [1 F oir 0 .Cet.,riorcted • 0. R.,ins • 

i--------- ,-----'---------! (Ch,.t:I< c,,.,, (Ch,.r.k Onr) 

JC ...... ~.i L~ un,.!trred (1 Moved [X Ori;i"=' Site 

( 1 Unup:>ud 

CESCPIEE TME Dl;ES£NT ...... ::::i C.J.!: .::..1.~.A- (if lcno .. .-n) ~ ... f"StCAL j.pp~,.RAt .. CE 

The Charlotte Eall Eistoric District enco~?asses a s~~ll vil­
lase l::::a-=e:: en -:.:.~ :soi.:.~!: s:.::.e cf ~:=.r::·lc:.:-:c ?.:::;~t!? 5, t:-.:::-c:e anc 
one-half -:-~les so·.:~r:east c:: ~us~esvill_e and o':'le-:fourt!'l r:-.ile 
northwest of ::~e'.-: :-:~::-}-:et, ·in St. !•lary' s County, :!arylar.d. The 
district is ~ou~5~~ o~ t~e ~~rth si~2 by ~aryland ~o~te 5 a~d 
on the e2.st si::.:: ::·: r:c:.:::-vla!".C. :?.ou te E. The bo-:..:ndaries e:~tend 
five hun~red ya=~s-~est-frc~ the Briscoe Eouse and, en tr:e 

. sout!"l siC.e, f i \"e ~u.r..C.re:! vc::::-G.s sou th of the rear wall of the 
Aca,"",e-1· c ~" i, ,: i -- ,...,... .;...· ... O -C0 1 , 0 ce C"'.-...... uc T'ne c-; s+ .... i· C-i- 1° c - -·' - .... _~ ..... ~---:: --- '-'--- ~--.; ~- .. -~ -·· - "' - .__ - -
intersecte:l :=;y "~l~ r.c·:.::.-=.e 5" i.·:~ich ::--:.:!ls east to -;·1est t::::-c-..igh 
the tow·:-i a::~ alo:::q \·:::ic::. :::2:1y cf the existir-g .l:::.iildi::.gs c.~d 
sites are situa~e~. \iithin the historic aistrict =~u!lc~ries 
are thiits~n reco::-ded ~uildings an~ sites of his~=ric 2~d/or 
a .,...ch1· .... ec.L. 11 ~-i i ..... ~~res .... · -s •·r:> 11 as t'ne m-.; n c=--.,..,t1<= ci= .... :... ~ 

.. ... L... ---C.- -·.:.-- \... c.. ,·:-- '.. ""'-- -··'~ - - ""--·-
Charlotte Hall ::ili t.arv .l:.cc.6e:::v, the olce:st r::ili tarv ::-re-::>ator1 
school in r-:2:::-yland. As a result of its beina bv-::>assed. t\r -
~arvland Route 5, Ch~~lotte Eall ~2s ruanaced~to-;rese=ve-rnuch 
of lts c..es-::.hetic c::c.:.rr:i. and it.s basic orici.nal -clan. .As cre­
viouslv sta~ed nearlv all of the houses ~ie siiuate~ alo;a ttc 
"Old.- T:-~ .,..... - 11· •.• -,..,: ,...:... - or - - - t• o ~-, i . o.&... • -..., •• ,, :... ..... -. -..-.:> ........ e =>, •·•---·- s ... -"\es c:.~ !) ... ~--'"--n si::re_ ... i::" • .J..o .• c; ....... e 
vill2ge. ~11 of the houses are attr~~tively sit~ate~ c~ 

.,... · .:i • ·- - t.,...- 0 c- ..,_ - ,, ~ ~ • - · d - · :. r • · "" - ..... - · .... - ..-.L. • co .. :::i8 .... 1ow:;,, -<==- ---::.-e ..... l.O :...s c:.n c:.re, _,_o 1...n~ .... _,;::ii;: ~c:.- .... , in 
goo~ .... ,.,. ..... 2.: ~ 'T'ht=> ~·.: l.- l"'ce i 5 l-c,,,...al -,:: on 1··t~ ccri· ""·e.:..,..,.,... -..._., ....... ~ ~ ~ - - • - .;. .. - v - t,.;.. .,.,, - J,..J w.i... ~ - .. - - - .1.:.. t... ~ - ;_ .l 

open, uncultivated meado~s and woo6land and its age an~ con­
ti:i.'.li ty is rec.dily 2.::;:;::arent. to cne ·entering tb~. tm·.'n £::-c::: 
either eDG. 7he cc.~?US of the aca~emy figures predo~i~~tely 
in the tm·:nsc2-ae ancl. its rural uns-:Joileci. beautv oentl v. cor::..·na::c:.:: 
attenticn. For-::ur..c.tely, al::'.ost ~ll df the ne1·7er- set:::;~ i 
facilities•a=e cc~centrated toward the ~ear of the t~~~~s and I 
.are alr•.;:::ist corn?lctely sheltered from view by a great m.::-:ilier of J 

large trees and expanses of lawn. The several hundred ~~res I 
of the C2""!'."':'.US a::-e concentrated -tm·:ards the southeast e:::C: of I 
the villa;~, ~ith all of the residential d~allin5s bounding 
it on its nor-::h and west sides. 

While rr.::::..~y c= th2 builcing s ·within the district were ini t.i.u.lly 
built ir: -::he lat2 cir;!1tce:-:th and ec.·~ly n.i:r.stecnth cc~t·.:::.:ies, 
most ~er~ extensivelv renovated in the late ~inet~~nth anl 
earlv t\·:e:~::.iC!.t...i: cci.-:.uric;:;. Exce?Jtio!1·s. to this \·.·ould :-.... ~ the 
Bris~oe Eo'.lse, \·:Lich is a fairly- pluin Fedc:;:c:.l house oi: 
Flemish b;:;:-i~ co:-lstr"..!cticn ar.C. \·:i th c'.!l unusuc::.l "U" sh<'-::::::.J :01211 . 
. This house \·:as buil-:: about 1S25, althot:gh it is cor.'J'."tO:::iy re-
ferred· to lccal~y as "l~~lgor:= '. s. 'l'c'.'.' crz:-1 ''. C:i:. tin~ .. circ~ i ~ 9 0. 
Fe= ~~~y ~ears ~t servea ~s notn a private r~sJ.OQnce a~G 
l:'ca::.-:::i:1~ ~~:;~~ fc·J- yo\J!~S" !ncr. ~ttcnc.J ~ ng tl1t:.! ;!c::!tlc:~,)F. (; ~ 
F-=-r~ict.:l~~:::- i~.:.e~l!St ::lre i U; l'.".i!tcllj 11<J enc •:me~ ona-hal.f ~t.ory 

rec.:::- \·:ir.cs z.:;C: the re:::ar}~c::.blc cui.NinCTs of its Fcc.icr~l ~t.ylt..! 
pa:::-lor ~~~tlcs. Anothe~ significant-structure w~thin the 
- ' I . 

(See Continu~ti9n Sheet #1) 
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st"-. -o 
district is tte·c~esley House, said to date from the late 
eighteent~ ce~tury, which is attractively ~uaint in appeara~ce ' 
?nd ir.=::a-::::1=."::ely rr.a:..::ta.:.ned. It is a sr:-,all fr~:r.e house, si-:.::?.-:~ci 
close to t~e side c:: t~e road,· and h~s a two roe~ main blcck i 
with a sharply pitc~ed gable roof and several diminuitive re~r I 
wings. Close to its scuth side is a dstached fra~e kitchen er ! 
~ash house with a larae exte~~al chi~:lev. A thir~ nrivatelv I 
owned d~·:elli::1~ deserv.i:iq 0£: notation is~ a Victoria~- fra!':".e hc:.!s<:: ,5ih-('6 ~.._, 
initially buiit a~cut 1~00 but extensively remodeled in the 1~~~ . 
latter -oa:?:"t o:: the ninetee:!th ce::-iturv. It has a one star•: f<:.r:. 

1 

'- 0 J~,,, 

porch e~te~ding the ~idth of the two-story facade and fcui ev~::-
ly spaced cross gables on the front slope of the roof. ~his \' 
oarticular house is attractivelv situated in a s~all grcve o~ , 
trees and fac_es onto what. was once the village green fro:-:-. t.:-.E: ! 
south sfde. \ 

srt-~b 
On the college ca::-:?uS is the Nhite !~o:lse, built in 18 03 fer t::-.~ 
dual pu=pose of serving both as the ?resident's residence an~ 
classrco~s. It is a pleasant five bay, one and one-half stc~~, 
garrl:>rel roofed bricY. structure, fairly ty:nical in pla::-i cf ~ . .=.::·~, 
late eighteenth century Tidewate::::- buildi!)gs. Altho"t.:gh "re­
stored" in 1938 it still r~tains nearly all o~ its original ex­
terior and interior features. This house is oarticularlv i~­
terestina since detailed b~ilder's specifications for i~-sur~i~~. 

~ ~ - . 

1" 7 
The Acade:iri.c Building:' ~r1oected in 1697 and also si tuc.te:c1 on t!'.r 
acader;iy grounds, is another buildinq of interest' early reco:i­
nizable for its clean free lines. 1 t is a c::nr;;rtodious "T" shc:.::.c~: 
stuccoed brick structure, with a two story inset portico at t~e 
end facade. "Toward the front of the hipped roof is a l~rgc c:::'~~~ 
belfry. 

One of the most significant structures in Charlotte Hall i.s "::~= 
Dent Memc:>rial Chc:;.oel ,. a Victorian Gothic stone church }-,-oil t -·· 
188~-It is u fine exam:)le, albiet rcturditairc, of its fer~ 
and the o:-ilyr,::"lote·.-~orthy ex2!".'c;_:ile of Victc:::-ic::-: Gothic a:::chi tl!c~-..:·r::_: 
in Soutr_2r:i ~~arylc.nd. • Its c=xterior treat:-r.er.t, co'.!1si.sting of 
carved .barseboards and exposed rafter ends, and belt coar~eE' .:-::.': 
trim of ~e>l~ed-brick tiles, the latte~ contrasting witt their­
reg~larl~ cc~r~ed cut s~anite walls, is especially attra=tivc. 
This S!:l<i.11. cl-.:1:)21, serving both the sc:hool <::.::id t!~c vill;:ce, · . .-:.:: 
erected to tbc rr.er::c.i"rv of the Hevcrcnc.: Ji .. 1 l..ch De:; 1-., '' )i'""!Vc>l. ti L ~ :, .. 
\\1ar figure active i.n- loc.:i.l politic<•l af!....Lir~, \·:!lo r;r:rvc.,,1 ~:::; • . .:.~­
school 1 s first presidc~t. 

(Sec Contin'.lation f:heet #2) 
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Kno¥."11 historic sites in Charlotte Hall include "Ye Coole Springs;• 
now a small ~e~crial park, where five natural springs flow 
within a short distance cf each other, converging at a point no~ 
marked by a "colonial revival" spring house erected du!'"ing the 
Ma·ryland Tercentenary. "Ye· Coole Spri:-igs" is the reputed site 
of one of the earliest sanitariu~s in the.Enalish colonies. 
A hosnital ~as built there between.1698 and l703 to serve 
So~ther:-i Mar7~ander 1 s ~ho believed that the fresh spring water 
possessed medicinal" healing gualities. The spr~ngs, which 
furnish most of the ·wa~er to the school, are mainta.ined by that 
institution. . 

A second recorded sit~ is that of· the first school hall at 
Charlotte Hall, built .in 1793 and for which a cc!r.nlete record 
of its origina~ specifications remain as part ot ~he school 
archives.· It .was a t\·;o story b::::-ick structure ·with a full 
cellar that ccntaine~ various classrbc~s. It served as the main 
ca~?US buildins ~Dtil its destruction· by fire in 1897. It was 
replaced i~~ediately by the existing Academic building. 

Significance .(Continued) 

Unfortunately, little re~earch has b~en accorded Charlotte Ilall 
and its de~~lo?nental pattern-throughout the eighteenth and· 
early nineteenth centu~y remains largely unkno~n. It ·is, how­
ever, fairly certain that is has always been a sparsely settled 
area, even though it e::-1joyed an obviously conve:::ient lcc2tion 
on the post road fro!Il St. l·i.arv 's to AlExandria and \·lashinr:ton. 
Today i~ h2s the distinction ;f being the la::::-gest survivi;g I 
eichteenth centurv villaqe in lowe:r: Southern i·':aIYland. 1·7hile 
other tov:ns in this irr.::lediate region. r..uy :!"lave at- the most four 
or five surviving str~ctures dating bef qre the Civil War~-such 
as Chap~ico or Port Tobacco--Charlcttc Hall has about thirteen I 
~ith the f~rt~2r ~~ssihilitv of others hidden behind later fac2~~! 
Th~ associatibn o=: the raili tary acadeny to the ·,·illage a.nd vict; 
versa, the existence of its several notable historic sites and 
exa~oles of archi~ecture, easily establish the significc.~ce cf 
this s.nall co::-:.;r:un i ty to t!"le social his.tf?ry. of Southern !·:uryl<inC.. 

L-------------------- - ---- ----·· -· 
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C 011,er (Sp .. rify) 

Charlotte Hall is nerhans best known in Maryla~~ as the h~~c 
of.the Charlotte ~~11 ~llitary Acade~y. Fc~~~s6 in 177~ ~~e 
school initially c"oncei ved as .a consolidation c:: all cf t:-H:> 
free sc~ools in th.e fcur Southern !·!arylanc cc-..;.~~ies a::1d, 
continuouslv active since 17~6, is the oldest nilitary 
prepatory s~hool in ~aryland ~nd one of the oldest i~ the 
nation. Althouqh Charlette Eall ha$ remained a relatively 
small instit~~ion its 2rc~ives show a·varied and interest~~0 
his't.ory. Thrcughou.t r:-::..:cl'l o::. t!:.~ nir;.eteent:: century i ~ \·:~s 
recognized as one of the fir.est schools 6! its type in the 
countrv. Past alu~ni a~d truste~s incluce Roe~~ ~=coke 
Ta•;n°v- .c; -r.-..·n ,.,,,:i,...e o.r th~ n S c:upr~""C Co,.,,..._: t"h- 't"'1· ~\.. .... 

\"•-JI .;.., ___ L... LI--:.; ~ .&. ... - 1...1• • - - C.:.:.Ul '"-•-'-I J .. ~ •. ~··-

Reverend Tho~as John Claggett, First Episcopal Bishc? con­
secrated in J:..r.erica; Jo2::1 r.:2rs;,211 Scott c . .r.1.4.sin, r.otv.ble 
Congress~~n during the a~~inistr&tion of John Q~incy Adan~; 
George ~·~2tter.so:i., the fi:::-st~2.brari~n of ·Co::-:gre.ss > :2C.•v-arc: 
Bates, Attorney General auring the Lincoln a~~inistrc:.tion; 
three Marvland Governors: - Rebert Bo•·.1 ie (1·803-06 C:.i!.d 1811-
1812), Th;mas King Carroll, (1B3-l831), and Jc:.~es Tho~as, 
(1833-1836). During the one hunclredth anni\'ersz.ry 0£ the 
school in 1874 the celebrations were atten6ed by forty 
of Congre5s, all 0£ the~ al~w~i . 

I 

I 

I • 
I 

. However, the history 6£ the vill~9e of Charlotte Eall, rc~Lrr~c1 
to in lc:.tc se\•enteenth c..nc:i. eis:hteenth century 2:::::-cti va.l ri.::c:or•!~, 

as ''Cool Sor in.., s, '' extC:nas b~c}~ to at lce!st the er.·C cf tl- 0 

Se-1 '*'·n·.._ec...-.r.· ;1 c.-..::. ... urv In 160-,_oo Southe:r·!"'I ~:-,-u1.,,.,,.~ cu-=1-:,,...,- .. -~ -\,~ L.. -;1 "' _-J ... L... J • 1 ..,, ;;u . ·- .JC-.,:._(;.;;,,,,, .. ~ .. - -. t:..: •. -.-- l., 

severe ol!itb:::-ev.:: of res tile!!Ce G:nd it i::: YecorC:c::! t~.<:. t the i~ ,­
habitants of the region of ten vi~ited the fresh ~atcr E?ri~;s 
loc2ted here, believing that the w2tcr poEscssad rcdicin2~ 
quCJli t~ic.:s.. ;~t about the tin:c of the turn of the c·i s:htce:1~. ;, 
c~·nt.ury a ho:.p~: t<d. v:cis built r.2~r the !.;j te oi t:·1c.: r~:-ri::c_;::, 
thus· becominCl one of the first s<.!nitariums in t!1e ::::·1glisl1 
speaking col;~ies. 

------~--·----'· ----------·- ---- ------· 
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LATITUDE ANO L l'>NGITUOE COORDINATES 

0 
L'TITUr>E AN_t:" LC>NGIT'JOE COO_RDINA:TJ;;:; 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO<>FRTY DEFINING TH"- <.1e.NTER POIN I OF A P"'OPERTY 

R'-- QF L~SS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Second• 
NW 38 ° 28. 52 . 76° 46· 51· 0 . . 0 . 
NE 38 ° 28. 56 . 76° 46• 32• 
SE 38 0 28. 22 . 760 46· 30. 
c.w 38" 28 • 21 . 76~"-46. 45 _._ I. 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 5 ·21.,..r,,,.~ 

11..IST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

ST A TE: CODE COUNTY CODE 
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J. Richard Rivoire, Field Surveyor 
,• 

sh 
ORGANIZATION 

1°;~;4 Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET ANO NUMBE~: 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOWN; STATE CODE 

Annapolis Maryland :Z4 

111. ST.\TE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAT.ION NATIONAL REGISTER VE Rt FICA. TtON 

As the designated State Liai:son Officer for the Na-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act or 1966 (Public Law 

89-065), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nations l Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

,.valuated accord~ t& the c·iteria and proceciJ res set 

f~th by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Director. Otfice of ArcheoloQy 9r1d Hiatoric Preaerration 

level of significance or this nomination is: 

National D State D Local D 

IJ .•• ., 

N1une 

Orlando Ridout, IV A"rl"J.:ST: 

Title State Historic Preservatior 
Off 1cer 

~ 
Keeper of The National Register 
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