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Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church is highly significant as one of the first 

Catholic churches designed by architect Philip Frohman, a national figure in American 

architecture. Both the interior and exterior of the church remain in pristine condition. 

Well-documented in Frohman's personal papers, Our Lady of the Wayside represents 

an aspect of Frohman's architectural legacy which has not been previously 

documented or discussed. 

As late as the first quarter of the twentieth century, Catholic residents were 

celebrating mass in the home of Mrs. Aloysius Welch (SM-413). The first place of 

worship constructed for Catholics in the Chaptico area was a chapel contained in the 

rectory "Loretto House." Loretto House was opened as a Jesuit mission center on 

October 6, 1914. The Loretto House chapel served the Chaptico area's Catholic 

community until the late 1930s. 

Chaptico's Catholic community expanded to the point that by the late 1930s, it 

had outgrown the Loretto House chapel. In 1937 Archbishop Curley instructed Rev. 

Hezekiah Greenwell to proceed with plans for "a small, but sturdy, frame church, 

seating about two hundred" to be designed by Philip Frohman. Confronted with a 

small budget for construction, Frohman developed a design which was stripped down 

to express both "honest poverty" and "spiritual wealth." Frohman described his design 

for Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church as a result of the consideration of 

liturgical and practical requirements, climate and location, and budgetary 

considerations. He notes that like those churches erected in the Middle Ages, the 

architectural style of the building resulted from its plan and proportions and method of 

construction and materials. 
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city, town Chaptico state and zip code Md. 20621 
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folio 450 

Md. 
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Survey No. SM-414 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Contributing Resource Count 1 

Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church is located on the south side of Route 
238 near the village of Chaptico. The church is located at the southern edge of a 
wooded, twenty-four acre lot. A stream which runs east to west bisects this lot. To the 
east of the church stands a one-story, frame house which serves as the parish house. 
To the north of the church is a large asphalt parking lot. To the west of the church 
stands a shrine to "Our Lady of the Wayside." This western boundary of the church 
property is delineated by a white, paling fence. A frame, three-story structure, known 
as "Loretto House," was located on a hill to the northeast of the church until its 
demolition in 1993. Two small frame buildings associated with Loretto House still 
stand near the site. The church faces west, with the principal gable oriented on an 
east/west axis. 

Completed in 1938, the church is capped with a steeply pitched gable roof 
sheathed with slate tiles. An octagonal steeple rises above the sanctuary and tapers 
gracefully to a point which is surmounted by a metal finial in the form of a cross. Wide 
panels with arched, louvered insets alternate with narrow wood panels on each side of 
the steeple. The exterior of the church is clad with beaded weatherboard and the 
foundation is cement. 

The west (main) elevation is partially obscured by a gable-roofed entrance 
vestibule pierced by a double door entrance. These vertical board double doors have 
wide, plain surrounds and a crown molding consisting of a cove molding and a 
projecting bead. They are hung using decorative metal strap hinges. The vestibule is 
lit on the north and south sides by narrow, rectangular windows of colored glass. The 
vestibule is finished with a plain eave board and cornice returns. The west, gable end 
elevation of the main block is a flush gable finished with a plain eave board and 
cornice returns. It is pierced by an oriel window of diamond paned colored glass 
which is centered above the entrance vestibule. A wooden cross projects from the 
apex of the roof. At the west end of the church, a wing projects to the north which is lit 
on the west side by a pair of diamond paned casement windows of clear glass. A six
light-over-four-panel door also pierces the west elevation of this wing. 

The north elevation of the main block is lit by four banks of three narrow, 
rectangular, diamond paned windows of colored glass. The central window of these 
three is immobile, while on either side is a casement window. The window surrounds 
are wide and plain. The window sill is tilted at a 45 degree angle to the wall of the 
church. Underneath the sill, the window is finished with a cavetto molding. A one
and-a-half story gable roof wing, slightly shorter than the nave, projects to the north 
near the west end of the church. This wing is pierced on the north side by one pair 
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1939 Builder/ Architect Philip Frohman 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B _LC D 

Applicable Exception: XA B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church is highly significant as one of the first 
Catholic churches designed by architect Philip Frohman, a national figure in American 
architecture. Both the interior and exterior of the church remain in pristine condition. 
Changes to the site include the demolition of Loretto House, the original rectory dating 
to 1914, and the construction of a modern, one-story rectory northeast of the 
church. These changes have little impact on the site. 

Historically, Chaptico has always been considered a Protestant stronghold. 
The site of Christ Epsicopal Church since 1736, it was from Chaptico that John Goode 
led the Protestant military expedition against St. Mary's City in 1689. By 177 4 the 
closest Catholic church to the village of Chaptico was St. Joseph's Chapel in 
Morganza. Chaptico Catholics either traveled to Morganza tor mass or held mass in 
private homes. As late as the first quarter of the twentieth century, Catholic residents 
were celebrating mass in the home of Mrs. Aloysius Welch (SM-413). 

The first place of worship constructed tor Catholics in the Chaptico area was a 
chapel contained in the rectory "Loretto House." In the first quarter of the twentieth 
century, Father Lawrence J. Kelly, pastor of St. Aloysius Church in Leonardtown, led 
an effort to build a rectory in Chaptico tor those priests who served Sacred Heart 
Church in Bushwood, St. Joseph's Chapel in Morganza, and Immaculate Conception 
in Mechanicsville. In 1912, Lewis H. and Mary P. Davis transfered a 24 1/5 acre tract 
just outside the village of Chaptico to Reverend Kelly. Kelly then transfered ownership 
of that property to Cardinal Gibbons. Here, carpenter John Dean of the Seventh 
District erected the large frame rectory "Loretto House." Loretto House was opened as 
a Jesuit mission center on October 6, 1914. The Loretto House chapel served the 
Chaptico area's Catholic community until the late 1930s. 

Chaptico's Catholic community expanded to the point that by the late 1930s, it 
had outgrown the Loretto House chapel. Reverend Hezekiah Greenwell, S. J., and a 
building committee consisting of Henry Burroughs, Zach M. Fowler, Edelen Gough, Dr. 
AC. Welch, Frank Yowaiski, Charles Bowman, and John F. Briscoe, proceeded to 
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and one single diamond paned window of clear glass and by a nine-light-over-one
panel door on the first floor. A basement is located under this wing which is lit by a 
three-light window at ground level. The upper half story of this flush gable end is lit by 
two smaller, rectangular casement windows of clear, diamond paned glass. An 
interior brick chimney located at the north end of the wing, pierces the ridgeline of the 
roof. To the east of the wing, the church's main block is lit by one diamond paned 
window of colored glass located higher on this section of the elevation in order to 
accomodate the raised interior sanctuary. 

The east elevation of the main block is a blind, flush gable end with a plain eave 
board and cornice returns. The northern wing is lit by a bank of three windows of 
clear, diamond paned glass like those which light the nave of the church. A nine-light
over-one-panel door pierces this elevation at the ground level, providing access to the 
basement. A three-light window lights the basement level. 

The south elevation is lit by five banks of three narrow, rectangular diamond 
paned windows of colored glass like those on the north elevation of the nave. The 
east end of this elevation, which comprises the interior sanctuary area, is stepped back 
about four feet north of the main block. The sanctuary is lit by two rectangular windows 
of diamond paned, colored glass. 

The interior of the church vestibule is separated from the nave by a pair of 
double doors. The nave consists of a center aisle flanked by forty pews on the north 
and thirty-six pews on the south side. The walls are a plain, cream colored plaster 
which contrasts against the dark and decorative framing exposed in the open timber 
ceiling. Exposed chamfered studs which extend from the floor to the ceiling are 
located at fourteen foot intervals along the north and south walls. The ceiling consists 
of roof trusses which form pointed arches. The sanctuary is raised four steps above 
the floor level. Dark wood wainscoating partially sheathes the sanctuary walls. To the 
north of the sanctuary, on the nave level, are three small alcoves used as 
confessionals which are separated from the main block of the church by heavy 
curtains. A choir loft is located at the west end of the church, accessible by means of a 
paneled winder stair in the southwest corner of the building. In the church's northern 
wing is the vestment room, a restroom, and a storage area. The furniture in the 
vestment room was especially designed by Philip Frohman for the church. 

To the west of the church stands a shrine to "Our Lady of the Wayside" which 
reads "Pray for us and for our farms. In memory of Hugh and Catharine McGroarty, 
Anthony J. Linehan, The Yowaiski Family, the Fowlers." 
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make plans for the construction of a new church. Around the same time, Philip 
Frohman, who had converted to Catholicism in 1934, wrote to Archbishop Curley after 
reading about the fire which burned St. Peter Claver Church in Ridge in the Catholic 
Review. Frohman, who saw as his life's work the attempt to "improve the architecture 
and arts of the Catholic Church," asked the Archbishop if he might "have the privilege 
of building a Negro church as my first work for the Catholic Church." Frohman began 
work on St. Peter Claver and was referred to Father Greenwell in Chaptico. In 1937 
Archbishop Curley instructed Greenwell to proceed with plans for "a small, but sturdy, 
frame church, seating about two hundred" to be designed by Frohman. The builder of 
the church was Albert Elder of Elder and Wils from Bel Alton, Maryand. 

On May 24, 1938, Bishop McNamara dedicated the church at Chaptico as "Our 
Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church." Present at the dedication were the architect, 
members of the firm of builders, and members of the building committee. The 
explanation for the name change as outlined in a May 20th issue of the Catholic 
Review stated "The original name of the little chapel in the rectory, where the parish 
attended mass was Our Lady of Loretto. It has been changed to Our Lady of the 
Wayside, a title of Our Lady dear to the Society of Jesus since the time of its founder, 
Saint Ignatius." 

In 1940, Father Greenwell requested from Philip Frohman a "brief description of 
the style, architecture, and design of the church -- so many people have asked 
questions of this nature, and I am unable to anwer them to my satisfaction." In 
response, Philip Frohman drafted a six page essay which is included on attached 
pages. 

Philip Frohman was a prolific writer, and his many files of correspondence are 
kept at the National Cathedral Archives in Washington, D.C. Although best known for 
his work on the National Cathedral in Washington D.C., Our Lady of the Wayside 
Church and St. Peter Claver Church are especially significant as the first Catholic 
churches designed by Frohman following his conversion to Catholicism. Confronted 
in both cases with a small budget for construction, Frohman developed designs which 
were stripped down to express both "honest poverty'' and "spiritual wealth." He 
described the result as an example of the "Church Militanf' in architecture. 

Frohman's roots in the Arts and Crafts movement is apparent when he 
discusses his design philosophy. Frohman is concerned with solidity and quality of 
craftsmanship and is critical of those churches in which "cheap, weak construction is 
concealed by a wealth of superficial ornament." Frohman explains that his design for 
Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church resulted from a consideration of liturgical 
and practical requirements, climate and location, and budgetary considerations. He 
notes that like those churches erected in the Middle Ages, the architectural style of the 
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building resulted from its plan and proportions and method of construction and 
materials. 

Frohman's activity in St. Mary's County was not confined to Chaptico. At the 
same time that Frohman was working on Our Lady of the Wayside Church, he was 
corresponding with Father Horace McKenna regarding the design of St. Peter Claver 
Church in Ridge. He also advised Father Joseph T. Murphy regarding repairs to the 
ceiling and roof of St. Joseph's Chapel in Morganza and corresponded with Father 
Parker regarding working drawings for Holy Face Church. 

Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church is an outstanding example of Philip 
Frohman's work. It is important as one of the first Catholic churches designed by the 
recently converted architect and it is well-documented in Frohman's papers. Both Our 
Lady of the Wayside Church and St. Peter Claver Church represent an aspect of 
Frohman's architectural legacy which has not been previously documented or 
discussed. 



SM-414, Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church 
St. Mary's County 
8.1 Significance 

Chain of Title 

TO: James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore and his successors in the 
Archbiepiscopal See of Baltimore. 
FROM: Lawrence J. Kelly 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber EBA 10, folio 450. 
DATE: December 30, 1912. 
NOTES: Transfer of lot being a part of "Lot No. 2" in the Partition Proceedings of the 
Real Estate of the late Henry G. Garner No. 18 N.E. in the Circuit Court, also a part of 
the same land described in a deed from Joseph F. Thomas and Elizabeth R. Thomas 
to Lewis H. Davis in EBA 7/521 ... being 24 1/5 acres. This land was surveyed by 
Charles E. Heard for Rev. L.J. Kelly, S.J., on June 10, 1912 in EBA10/217. 

TO: Rev. Lawrence J. Kelly, Pastor of St. Aloysius Church, Leonardtown. 
FROM: Lewis H. Davis and Mary P. Davis. 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber EBA 10, folio 217. 
DATE: June 22, 1912 
NOTES: Transfer of part of Lot No. 2 in Partition Proceedings of real estate of th elate 
Henry G. Garner being No. 18 NE in Circuit Court. Also a part of land in EBA 7/521. 
Total acreage being 24 1/5 acres. Price: $900 
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r Source: National Cathedral Archives 
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Photo immediately following completion of church in 1938. 

Source: National Cathedral Archives, Philip Frohman Records. 
Church of Our Lady of Loretto File. 
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Photo immediately following completion of church in 1938. 

Source: National Cathedral Archives, Philip Frohman Records. 
Church of Our Lady of Loretto File. 
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Photo immediately following completion of church in 1938. 

Source: National Cathedral Archives, Philip Frohman Records. 
Church of Our Lady of Loretto File. 
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Essay by architect Philip Frohman regarding the design of Our Lady of the Wayside 
Catholic Church in Chaptico, MD. 

Source: Frohman Files at the National Cathedral Archives in Washington D.C . 
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Essay by architect Philip Frohman regarding the design of Our Lady of the Wayside 
Catholic Church in Chaptico, MD. 

Source: Frohman Files at the National Cathedral Archives in Washington D.C. 
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Essay by architect Philip Frohman regarding the design of Our Lady of the Wayside 
Catholic Church in Chaptico, MD. 

Source: Frohman Files at the National Cathedral Archives in Washington D.C. 
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Essay by architect Philip Frohman regarding the design of Our Lady of the Wayside 
Catholic Church in Chaptico, MD. 

Source: Frohman Files at the National Cathedral Archives in Washington D.C. 
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~ 

. TBZ CBDBCB or OOR LADT or nm U!SIDE Pa«e 4 

J'or reaeon• of eooaOliy·aad loglo "• dld not ·11 .. aT'Obed 

w1:Ddow• bat ll&Te g2'0up• ot 8q\1&?'9 headed caae111eat• tilled •Uh 

dU.Ond paned leaded irla••· 

In a Ume of tran•i Uon and ohange 1t: 18 important th&' 
tbe ohurob 1hould 1tand to u1 tor all that ia tmobang11lg. Th• 

ohuroh baildings abould be the moet enduring at-:uoture• in any 

oo..uait)'. The atrong and qnchang1ng nature ot the oatholio faith 

uould be •J11bol1sed by a building wb.1ch 18 n1denUy ot unuaual 

atrengtb. 'or th1e reaaon we h&Ye built tb1• little obUJ'ob in a 

manner Which 1• •Uoh like •om• ot tbe timber tra.ed oburoh• and 

barn• of the Siddle ~· and haYe espoaed all the traaiwur: ot it• 

op• tiabered root and the big J>0•1i• •blah npport tbe. traseea 

and brace the •db. Th~re 1• noth!Jlg about tbe al•i>le boardect 

utertor to sag~eat the substantial nature of it• constnottma .. 

bat •• eoon •• one enter• he la ••re ot it• bone•tJ' and strength. 

externally tb1• daple little •hite church ii a 9)'11bol 

of dapl1c1ty and purity and 1ntem•lll' U raaind• u• of the Y-12'

mes ot honeety and truth and ot that e-p1ri tu.al atreacth wbioll we 

_,. gain through the aaera.enta of th• Clmrcm. 

Although tbe ezterlor 1a alaoet" •• pl&1n •• a ba:rn. J;•'l 

1t can not be mietaten. tor anything but a etmrdl. Dllring reoent 

yean a dngular attitude ot mind. is abown by eo .. aodenlatio -

a:rchi tecb who lUtYe dedgned oburoh~• .. bath Oatbolio and h'ote~taat, 

•hioh look lite taotorle• or ga!'llge• or alaoet mi7tbl1gbat a plaoe 

for Chr1•t1an •orahtp • In a. recea t COll"P•U Uon t4 dnips tor c& 

. - ---------------
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Source: Frohman Files at the National Cathedral Archives in Washington D.C. 

,, ·, ·.~.;· 

·.r: ! 

. . .. --~-------.-----

TllZ CBUB<B cm OUll LlDr OJ' nm UTIIIH 

eral cleelgner• wae a lop•ided •U.ot1ln 1n 8bay>• l1lce.tbe 11• to 

or a bam. The lclea ·•-•4 to be tbat tbis 90h999 deaoa•uat-4 

ol••ern ... and ortg1nal.1t7 •• (T•rJ' fortUD&tely) nothlac like 1t; 

bad been aUemp\ed tor a obll:'oh at any time 1n t:lle paet. •• beo-

Une that the ••• or1ginal1 ty •igbt be ol&iaed for euoh • uD

uual and und1gn1t1ed •ab-• a• locating the high altar off to .Oil. 

•1cle of th• •aactuary o:r placing the '•bemao.le or the <JraclrU 

or the cancllH in UllQ'lletrical po•1t1on•. tor 110•t of the llOd.n

btio attemph nere 1• no ju•Uf1oat1on eitb.er !roa a 1Uu2'gioal 

•'&andpo1nt or on growuu of •tructural log1o • 

.lloet aoderni•tio cbla'Gb ard11teo~ realnd• ue of a 
I 
~. etatement of 'Dille Cb&rtier. the ~mob phlloao]llller •b• he •ld7 
:: 

•Only foou think th.,. ue being original b7 negleoUJag the weaa 

of genera'Ucrn• who h&Ye preceded thes.. !Ne o:r1g1nalUy ooaaiet• 

ot phJ'&alng comaonplace• well.• 

•ow 1n thi• little churdl there haTe been no attesp"la 

at origlnality. It• plaa and ~eral eob ... follow• the idea• 

ot geue~tlona Whicb b&Ye preceded 11.8 for OYer & thou ... d ye&zoi.& 

:,: Llte tbe Liturgy of the Church. U follo•• 'rad1Uoaa •blab ·are 

014 aDd ret it 1• of the p~ .. nt and ot the tutm-e. n ~· 
oouUnu1ty •1th the Faith ot the past ad the f'aot that tbe ..a. 
Jal th •111 be •1th a• 1n to ete:mi t.y. In 1 ta daple fabric •• ha•• 
eought to u•e th~ ao•t oommcnplaoe .. tertal• well. ' 'le ba'l'e Ued 

. ' 
wood f?Cm the to:re•t and .and!~• th• r1'1'e~ bed.mad clay·lllMlr1%oa 

. ·• . 

fl'o• the e&?th. •• ba'l'e ueed tb.i 1n the .... st~tchttor.ari ·: 
f 

ad :reaeonable manner that aea did oentu?i~• ago. Th•• cu n-

plaoe objeote h11Ye beeu bro~t together tor a eubl1ae pu-rpoae. 
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Essay by architect Philip Frohman regarding the design of Our Lady of the Wayside 
Catholic Church in Chaptico, MD. 

Source: Frohman Files at the National Cathedral Archives in Washington D.C . 

• !'; 

r- : 'ftlS a&URCH or OUR ~er OF TBS WJ.TSIDS 

\ 
A parpoH ~hr '2lan that tor wb1all tbe '-Pl• o~ ~· •cl 

OreeOtl and Ro .. ••re eJ'ected. Thi• pu%1)0•e ::ru to build & Te9111e 

b •li1ab \hat 110•t •mderful of ~l atraolH take• pl&oe *• " 
' :ireoe1Ye the Body mnd Blood of the .... Obr111t no was 'bom la 

hUll~ and who al8o ehall OOlle ,.gain 1n gloTY to ludg• the 11Y

lag and tbe dead. T~' our Lord wae bom in a etable and c'boee 

human be1n~• of bumble atation .. Bia mc>•t t1"Ueted tTiendc and 

helpen •ben Re toanded Rh Oburah U'pOll the ·~ok· of the rei>eataat 

Peter. •• t~en!ore ho'P• tut thi• lumble atTucture, •hlcb •a• 
oonce1Yed of and built •• an offering to ODr Lon aay be a tftl)le 

1D tbe true senH ot the word and ,..,. be \he a.a• of 'br1nc1ne" 

a&nJ' Hula to R la. 

Pb111p RUbert J'robmml 
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Source: St. Mary's County Land Records, Liber EBA 10'218. 
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