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Survey No. SM qq3 

MARYLAND CC»IPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA · HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
_x__ Western Shore 

Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

Call 
(Ame 

Eastern Shore COl.llties, and Cecil) 
Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

Prince 
(Baltimore 

Frederick, 
(Allegany, 

George's and St. Mary's) 
City, Baltimore, Carroll, 

Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 
Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

Paleo· Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.O. 1570-1750 
A.O. 1680-1815 

Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.O. 1815-1870 
_x __ Industrial/Urban Dominance 
_x__ Modern Period 

Unknown Period prehistoric 

111. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

v. 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environnental 

Resource Type: 

Category: 

Adaption 

buildings 

Historic Environnent: 

Historic F~tion(s) 

Known Design Source: 

Rural 

and Use(s): 

Unknown 

A.O. 1870-1930 
A.O. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic 

Agriculture 
_x_ Architecture. 

and COOllUli ty 

Period 

Landscape 
Plaming 

Economic (Conmercial 
Governnent/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Domestic.Agricultural 

Themes: 

Architecture, 

and lndustri al) 



SM-493 
Katherine Stevens House 
California 
St Mary's County 

Addendum Sheet 

Preparer: Margaret B. Parker 
Date Prepared: July 21, 1998 

A survey undertaken in July of 1998 revealed that the dwelling on this property has been demolished since the 
property was documented in 1995. The barn associated with the property remains and has not been altered 



Capsule Summary 
SM-493 
Katie C. Stevens House 
California 
Private Circa 1905 

The Katie C. Stevens House is significant as an example of early twentieth 

century domestic architecture in St. Mary's County. Originally the centerpiece of a 7 4 

acre farm, the property has been reduced to a 1.729 acre house lot as heavily trafficed 

Route 235 has widened and developed into a commercial strip. This well-preserved 

farm house and deteriorated tobacco barn appear out of place next to the series of 

office buildings, convenience stores, and gas stations that define this section of Route 

235. 

In 1904, Katie C. Shermantine purchased 74 acres of "Part Asquithe Defense" 

from Julia A.O. Davis of Baltimore City. Following Katie's marriage to Elkanah 

Stevens, a house was erected on the property. After Mr. Stevens died, his wife took in 

boarders to supplement her income. Many of these boarders were schoolteachers. In 

1939, Katie Stevens sold the property to Joseph N. and Alice C. Hayden. 

During Mr. Hayden's ownership, two barns, a chicken house, a stable, a corn 

house, and a meathouse stood on the site. One of these barns, located north of the 

house, still stands today. During the Hayden occupation, a one-and-a-half story 

kitchen wing, originally attached to the north side of the house, was removed and 

replaced by a small, one-story utility room. The old kitchen consisted of one room on 

the first floor and a small enclosed stair to a loft space. 



SM-493, Katie C. Stevens House 
St. Mary's County 
Maryland Comprehensive State Historic Preservation Plan Data 

Historic Context 
Geographic Organization: Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance, 1870 - 1930. 

Historic Period Theme: 

Resource Type 
Category: 

Historic Environment: 

Historic Function and Use: 

Known Design Source: 

Agriculture 
Architecture 

Structure 

Rural 

Dwelling 

None 



Survey No. SM-493 

Maryland Historical Trust MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
State Historic Sites Inventory For~STORIC PROPERTIES 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/or commo~ti~ C. Stevens House 

2. Location 

street & number Fast side of Three Notch Road near Chancellors Run Rood not for publication 

city, town Lexington Park 

state ~land 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
__x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

Intersection 
_vicinity of congressional district 

county Saint Mary's 

Status 
_occupied 
X_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
.JC- yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

5 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_x_ other:Storage 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name John E. Pleisse et al 

street & number 113 Three Notch Road telephone no.:(301) 862-1050 

city, town Califo.rnia state and zip code Maryland 20619 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. St. Mary's Co. Courthouse liber.MRB 392 

street & number folio 389 

city, town Leonardtown state Mary land 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

.tpository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _X_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
-1l original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. SM-493 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Contributing Resource Count: 2 

The Katie C. Stevens House is located on the east side of Route 235 near 
Lexington Park in St. Mary's County, Maryland. The two-story frame structure is 
flanked on the north by a modern office building and on the south by a one-story 
residence. A tobacco barn is the only outbuilding that stands on the property. The 
house faces south with the principal gable oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built around 1905, the Katie C. Stevens House is a two-story, frame structure 
with a center hall, single pile plan. It is supported by a cement foundation. The 
exterior is sheathed with artificial siding and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The south (main) elevation consists of a central, deeply molded, four-panel 
entrance door. The door has two-light-over-one-panel sidelights and a three-light 
transom. It is flanked by one large two-over-two sash window with louvered shutters 
on either side. A shed roof porch supported by turned posts extends across the full 
width of the first floor. The porch retains its wood floor and wainscoted ceiling. In the 
center of the porch roofline is a small cross gable sheathed with decorative shingles. 
The second floor is pierced by three two-over-two sash windows with louvered 
shutters. The roofline is broken by a central cross gable pierced by a four-light window 
with a triangular crown. Two interior brick chimneys pierce the roof ridgeline. 

The west elevation is pierced by one two-over-two sash window with louvered 
shutters on both the first and second floors. The eave is pierced by a louvered vent 
with a triangular cap. This gable end is finished with cornice returns. A two-story wing 
extends to the east. The first floor is pierced by two two-over-two sash windows with 
louvered shutters on both the first and second floors. A one-story addition pierced by a 
two-light window extends to the north. This addition serves as a utility room. 

The north elevation of the one-story addition is pierced by a four-panel door and 
a two-light window. The second story of the two-story wing is blind and finished with 
cornice returns. 

The east elevation of the one-story addition is pierced by one two-light window. 
The first floor of the two-story wing is pierced by a four-light-over-three-panel door with 
a two-light transom. This entrance door is sheltered by a shed roof porch supported by 
chamfered posts. Extending to the west of the porch is a one-bay, shed roof 
enclosure, built for use as a bathroom, pierced by a six-over-six sash window. The 
second floor of this wing is pierced by one two-over-two sash window. The gable end 
of the main block is identical to the north gable end. 



8. Significance Survey No.~493 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ arc::heology-historic _conservation 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 

150G-1599 
_ 160G-1699 
_ 170G-1799 
_· 1 BOG-1899 
.JL 190G-

_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_art 
_commerce 
_ communications 

Specific dates Unkncwn 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

_ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 
_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/Architect Unknown 

A _B x__C D 

A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state x_local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Katie C. Stevens House is significant as an example of early twentieth 
century domestic architecture in St. Mary's County. Originally the centerpiece of a 74 
acre farm, the property has been reduced to a 1. 729 acre house lot as heavily trafficed 
Route 235 has widened and developed into a commercial strip. This well-preserved 
farm house and deteriorated tobacco barn appear out of place next to the series of 
office buildings, convenience stores, and gas stations that define this section of Route 
235. 

In 1904, Katie C. Shermantine purchased 74 acres of "Part Asquithe Defense" 
from Julia A.O. Davis of Baltimore City. Following Katie's marriage to Elkanah 
Stevens, a house was erected on the property. After Mr. Stevens died, his wife took in 
boarders to supplement her income. Many of these boarders were schoolteachers. In 
19a9, Katie Stevens sold the property to Joseph N. and Alice C. Hayden. 

Joseph Neal Hayden was a farmer who had been working a farm in the Cedar 
Point vicinity until the Federal government took over the land in the late 1930s/early 
1940s. Hayden continued to farm at "Part of Asquith Defense," raising tobacco, corn, 
and wheat on the fields which extended both east and west of Route 235. During Mr. 
Hayden's ownership, two barns, a chicken house, a stable, a corn house, and a 
meathouse stood on the site. One of these barns, located north of the house, still 
stands today. During the Hayden occupation, a one-and-a-half story kitchen wing, 
originally attached to the north side of the house, was removed and replaced by a 
small, one-story utility room. The old kitchen consisted of one room on the first floor 
and a small enclosed stair to a loft space. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.SM-493 

Tennison, Mary. Tele{h:>ne interview March 1995 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property -~1~·~7=2~9~Acres=~~-
Quadrangle name Sol Cl!XlllS Isl and Quadrangle scale 1 • 24 000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I 8 W I I 1 I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cL.i_ll ~ ............. _____ I _I~_._.-....-- oL.iJ ~I ~l..._ .... _I ~I.._.___.__ ___ _ 
E L..i_J I I I....___.__.__...__ __ F LLI I I I _I .............. .........._ __ _ 

G LLl I I I...._._._.__...__ __ H LU I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Sane as per deed reference 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Eli7.abeth Hughes, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization St. Mary's County Planning & Zoning date March 1995 

street & number 328 Washington Street telephone ( 301 } 4 75-4662 

city or town Leonard.tam state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Hi~torical T t 
Shaw House 
21 State Ci e 
Annapo~~'Maryland 21401 
(30l) 269-2438 

_ _,..,,·· 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNliY PLACE 
CROWNSVIUE. MD 21032-2023 

-514-7600 

PS-2746 



SM-493, Katie C. Stevens House 
St. Mary's County 
7.1 Description 

The interior consists of a center stair hall with an open string stair that has 
turned balusters and a turned newell post. Deeply molded mantels survive in both the 
north and south parlors. Four panel doors and hardwood floors exist throughout the 
interior. At the end of the stair hall is a doorway that opens into the dining 
room/kitchen area. Three bedrooms are located on the second floor. 

A tobacco barn located northwest of the house is the only outbuilding that 
stands on the property. The barn, sheathed with vertical siding and roofed with metal, 
was erected in the 1940s by Joseph Neal Hayden. 



- SM-493, Katie C. Stevens House 
St. Mary's County 
8.1 Significance 

Chain of Title 

TO: John E. Pleisse and John A. Pleisse; Ruth C. Sterling and Robert K. Heinssen Jr. 
FROM: Joseph Neal Hayden Jr. and Mary C. Tennison 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber MAB 392, folio 389. 
DATE: December 1, 1987 
NOTES: Transfer of 1 . 729 acres being the residue of the parcel Part of Asquith 
Defense identified on plat MR B 28/8. 

TO: Joseph Neal Hayden Jr. and Mary C. Tennison 
FROM: Alice Catherine Hayden, widow. 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber MAB 137, folio 215. 
DATE: February 19, 1983. 
NOTES: Transfer of "Part of Asquith Defense." 

TO: Joseph Neal Hayden and Alice Catherine Hayden 
FROM: Katie C. Stevens 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber CBG 11, folio 396. 
DATE: April 3, 1939. 
NOTES: 

TO: Katie C. Shermantine 
FROM: Julia A. 0. Davis of Baltimore City 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber EBA 3, folio 452. 
DATE: April 4, 1904. 
NOTES: Transfer of "Part Asquithe Defense" being 74 acres. Price: $275 

TO: Julia A. 0. Davis, wife of Joseph B. Davis 
FROM: Asa A. Lawrence and Anna G. Lawrence 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber JFF 3, folio 5. 
DATE: December 28, 1877. 
NOTES: Transfer of "Part Asquith's Defence" being 74 acres. Price: $300 

TO: Asa A. Lawrence 
FROM: James T. M. Raley 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber JAC 5, folio 246. 
DATE: June 14, 1871. 
NOTES: Transfer of 74 acres of Part Asquith's Defence, being a tract located on Three 
Notched Road, sold as a result of a decree in Circuit Court in the case Samuel Rust vs. 
Thomas Hubbard et al. 



Survey No. SM-493 

RYLA
~,., , , -- -· . ,-,.'( r"r • • MA l\LJ I:• i:::. ·! '}'' vr 

Marylan_d H1~tor!cal Trust ..HISTOR:c PF,:=-~~~.Es 
Magi No. 

State H1stor1c Sites Inventory torm 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Katherine Stevens House 

and/orcommon John Pleisse House 

2. Location 

street & number 113 Three Notch Road 

city, town California 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
-x- district-
- building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
-x-- public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
-x- being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
_x_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 

St. Mary's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
-X- private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name John E. Pleisse, et.al. 

street & number Route 2, Box 90 telephone no.: 

city, town California state and zip code MD 20619 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Courthouse liber 392 

street & number folio 389 

city, town Leonardtown state Md 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title N/A 

date _federal _state _county __ local 

.pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
~good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated ~ unaltered 
__ ruins __ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
___x original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. SM-493 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SEE ATTACHMENT 
CONTINUATION SHEET 7.1 



8. Significance Survey No. SM-493 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
-~- 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
-.t 1:800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ arc:heology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

ca. 1906 Builder/ Architect Unknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: x A 
and/or 

B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

SEE ATTACHMENT 
SIGNSIFICANCE SHEET 8.1 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. SM-493 

History of St. Llary's County, 1634-1990. Regina Combs Hammet 
(Ridge, Md.: Privately published) 1991 
Land, Equity and Will Records, Leonardtown, MD 
Personal Communication with Mr. and Mrs. Hayden 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _____ N_/_A __ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALL_J I I I I ew I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

cli.J l.__._~_..___,I ..... I_._.___,_--.,-.- D LLI _I ....... I ----' ._I _...... ____ _ 

E Li.J I I ._I ~......L---- F LLJ I I ._I ....__._~-........ 

G LLJ I I -' ----......L---- H LLJ I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

N/A 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Rita Suffnes s, Leader, Cultural Resources Group 

organization Maryland State Hw. Admin. date September 15, 1993 

7Q7 N. Calvert St 
street & number telephone 333-1183 

city or town 
Baltimore 

state 
Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: 

apolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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PS-2746 



SM-493 
Katherine Stevens House 
California, St. Mary's County 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Geographic Orqanization: Western Shore 

Chronoloqical/Developmental Period (s): 

Industrial/Urban Dominance 1870-1930 A.O. 

Prehistoric/Historic Period The11e (s): Architecture 

Resource Type: 

cateqory: Buildings 

Historic Enviromaent: Rural 

Historic Function (s) and Use (s): 

Domestic/single dwelling/residence 
Agriculture/Subsistence/barn 

Known Desiqn Source: None 



Katherine Stevens House 
California. St. Mary's County 
Description 7.1 

The Katherine Stevens House is located in a rapidly developing 
area of St. Mary's County in the environs of California, near the 
intersection of Three Notch Road (MD 235) and Chancellors 
Run/Maple Roads. The 1.72 acre parcel encompasses a 1950 barn 
and the dwelling, and is a remnant of a larger property which has 
been intensely developed. The property is zoned commercial and 
is currently for sale. The dwelling has been converted to use as 
lawyers' offices. 

The two-story, ell shaped dwelling, built ca. 1906 is oriented to 
the south, as it faces Three Notch Road (MD 235). The principal 
elevation is three bays wide, with a cross gable centered over 
the entrance. The transomed and sidelit door is sheltered by an 
almost full width, shed-roofed, one-story porch carried on lathe 
turned posts on plinthes. A smaller cross gable which interrupts 
the slope of the porch roof, clad with circular shingles and 
echoing the cross gable which surmounts it, further emphasizes 
the entry. A pointed, two-over-two pane sash window is located 
in the upper cross gable, whereas the regular fenestration of the 
two principal floors is composed of larger two-over-two lights. 
The original trim has been replaced by vinyl counterparts. 

The end walls (east and west elevations) of this simple I-house 
are characterized by a single, double hung sash at the two 
principal levels, and pointed two-over-~wo sash located near the 
apex of the end gables at the roof level. The structure has been 
clad with vinyl siding. 

Two corbelled brick chimneys are located at the apex of the gable 
roof on either side of the entrance hall of the center-hall plan 
dwelling, thus the chimneys are offset toward the center of the 
structure. 

A narrow, two-story ell projects from the center of the north, or 
rear, elevation of the principal block. Two bays deep, it has 
been extended on the north by a small one-story, gable roofed 
addition with a door in the north elevation, and also by a 
partially enclosed one-story, shed-roofed porch on the east side 
of the ell. A transomed door is located in the northernmost bay 
of the ell, surmounted by a window at the second level. The open 
section of the porch is supported by a lathe turned post similar 
to the ones on the front of the structure. 

It is reported by the previous owners, the Haydens, that John 
Pleisse, when converting it to offices, removed the kitchen, and 
replaced all original plaster and some trim in a complete 
renovation of the interior. 

The large tobacco barn located northwest of the house is the only 
outbuilding located on the property. It was built by the Haydens 
in 1950. 



Katherine Stevens House 
California. St. Mary's County 
Significance 8.1 

The Katherine Stevens House is an early twentieth century 
dwelling, located on 1.72 acres, which is the sole undeveloped 
remnant of a 74 acre parcel called "Part of Asquith's Defense." 
The site is surrounded by modern subdivision and strip 
development, and has been converted to commercial use. 

It is a very typical I-house and has no outstanding architectural 
interest or historical associations although the fact that it is 
one of only a few extant early twentieth century structures in 
the southeast part of st. Mary's County along MD 235 in the 
vicinity of California and Lexington Park confers some local 
significance to the site. The reported heavi-ly modification of 
the interior, however, and the lack of period outbuildings have 
undermined its integrity. 
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SM-493 
Katie C. Stevens House 
California Vicinity 
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