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In 1896, local tobacco and com farmer Edwin Palmer and his wife Lydia contracted with 

local boatbuilder and master carpenter Willie Thompson to build a two story, three bay, single-pile, 

center-passage plan frame house on the banks of St. Patrick's Creek near Abell, Maryland. Facing 

east, towards the land approach, the new dwelling symbolized the Palmer's agricultural rather than 

maritime orientation. While the house relayed conventional late-nineteenth and early twentieth 

century form and modest architectural embellishment, the dwelling is architecturally significant as a 

particularly good example of the house type. The house is also important as the birthptac~ of a 

prominent boatbuilder and son of Edwin and Lydia Palmer. Wilmer Palmer, born in 1900, became 

one of the most highly skilled fore-to-aft dory boat builders in the seventh voting district of St. 

Mary's County during the 1940s and 1950s. 

While the Edwin Palmer House's exterior has been clad in vinyl siding and the windows 

replaced with modem sash, the dwelling retains several distinctive architectural features. The 

porch, for instance, features turned porch posts, and a finely detailed set of panelled French doors 

which lead into the formal center passage. The dwelling also features a circular attic window, an 

abbreviated scroll sawn vergeboard with pendant, as well as three corbelled brick chimneys. 

While an expression of Edwin and Lydia Palmer's prosperity, the dwelling also relayed the 

family's agricultural priorities. 

In sharp contrast to his farming-oriented father, Wilmer Palmer became a boatbuilder 

beginning in the 1920s. Noting his father Edwin "could hardly hit a nail straight," Wilmer Palmer 

oftenQ.elped his father with harvesting tobacco and com during seasonal lulls in his boat repair and 

building enterprise. 1 Soon after Edwin Palmer died in 1933, Wilmer acquired the house and 

1 Interview of Wilmer Palmer by Paula Johnson, April 7, 1983, Calvert Marine Museum, PRP 

PJR90, PJR91, and PJR92. 
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property. Rather than live in his father's house, however, Wilmer constructed his own house 

nearby (See SM-621) which he built facing the water. He also erected a boatbuilding shop (SM-

624) and a marine railway (SM-623). Wilmer Palmer's son Creighton has continued his father's 

boatbuilding and repair tradition and is the current owner and operator of the business. 
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Historic Context 
Geographic Organization: 

Chronologicial/Developmental Period: 

Historic Period Theme: 

Resource Type 
Category: 

Historic Environment: 
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Industrial/Urban Dominance, 1870-1930 
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1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Part of Colling\oAJCJCI, Farron, Cobrun, & Bedlam Neck 

and/or common Edwin Pa1ner House (pref.) 

2. Location 
str~t £fn8mrvMP W of int. of Wilner Pa1ner Rd. & Golden Thanp.soo Rd., on Wilner Palner_ ~·for publieation 

city, town Abell 

state 1'1iryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ buildlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

___L vicinity of congressional district 7 

county St. M3ry 's TI+-46, G-18, P--«i 

Status 
__x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__1L_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
___!_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Creighton W. Pa1ner 

street & number ro Box 45 telephone no. : '.lll 769-21W 

city, town Abell state and zip code !'1iryland ~ 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. St. Mary's County Courthouse liber MRB 4~ 

street & number folio 449 

city, town Leonardtown state l'1l 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. 91-622 

Check one 
_____! original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Contributing Resource Count: 1 

The Edwin J. Palmer House is located approximately 0.1 mile west from the intersection of 
Golden Thompson and Wilmer Palmer Roads near Abell, Maryland. Approached via Wilmer 
Palmer Road, the dwelling is oriented on an east/west axis with the primary elevation aligned with 
the access road and the rear elevation overlooking St. Patrick's Creek. The building is situated on 
a small promontory and is surrounded by a number of commercial boat building and service 
facilities including Palmer's Boatbuilding Shop (SM-624), Palmer's Marine Railway (SM-623), as 
well as the Wilmer Palmer House (SM-621). 

Constructed in 1896, the Edwin J. Palmer House is a two story, three bay, "L" plan, frame 
dwelling with a gable roof. Resting on a brick pier foundation, the building's walls are sheathed 
with "German" or beveled vinyl siding. The cornice is enclosed and the roof is covered with 
raised seam metal. Three interior brick chimney flues pierce the roof line and all exhibit elaborate 
corbelling. 

The primary or east elevation features a symmetrical fenestration consisting of three bays. 
On the first floor, the center bay consists of French doors that exhibit panelling and compass head 
glazing. This door is flanked on either side by long one-over-one, double-hung sash windows 
(All windows in the house are the same types of sash unless otherwise noted). All of these bays 
are shaded by a porch supported by a series of turned posts. The second floor of the elevation is 
pierced by three windows. Immediately above the central bay is a cross gable that exhibits a 
circular attic window. The cross gable is further highlighted by a pendant and a modest scroll 
sawn vergeboard. 

The north elevation consists of the front section's gable end the side of the rear ell. The 
elevation is pierced by two windows on the first and second floors. There is no indication that the 
rear ell was added at a later date as it appears to have been constructed simultaneously. The 
elevation is otherwise unadorned. 

The west elevation is consists of the rear ell's gable end and the rear of the main block. 
The rear ell is pierced on the first, second, and attic story by a window. At the junction of the main 
block and ell is a small one story addition. The addition is pierced by a small window. The first 
and second floor of the main block is pierced by two windows. A screened-in porch supported by 
turned posts shades the first floor bays. 

The south elevation consists of the ell's side and the main block's gable end. The first 
floor of the ell has been expanded by the one story addition. The addition is pierced by a window 
and a four pane-over-three panel door. The ell's second floor is pierced by a single window. The 
first, second, and attic story of the main block each feature one window. 

The interior was not accessible at the time of the visit. Judging from the fenestration, the 
two interior floors follow a center passage, single-pile plan with a one room ell off the main 
block's west side. 
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Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc:heology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
___!_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
____!___ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: L_A B JLC D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state Llocal 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

In 1896, local tobacco and com farmer Edwin Palmer and his wife Lydia contracted with 
local boatbuilder and master carpenter Willie Thompson to build a two story, three bay, single-pile, 
center-passage plan frame house on the banks of St. Patrick's Creek. Facing east, towards the 
land approach, the new dwelling symbolized the Palmer's agricultural rather than maritime 
orientation. While the house relayed conventional late-nineteenth and early twentieth century form 
and modest architectural embellishment, the dwelling is architecturally significant as a particularly 
good example of the house type. The house is also important as the birthplace of a prominent 
boatbuilder and son of Edwin and Lydia Palmer. Wilmer Palmer, born in 1900, became one of the 
most highly skilled fore-tO--aft dory boat builders in the seventh voting district of St. Mary's 
County during the 1940s and 1950s. 

While the Edwin Palmer House's exterior has been clad in vinyl siding and the windows 
replaced with modem sash, the dwelling retains several distinctive architectural features. The 
porch, for instance, features turned porch posts, and a finely detailed set of panelled French doors 
which lead into the formal center passage. The dwelling also features a circular attic window, an 
abbreviated scroll sawn vergeboard with pendant, as well as three corbelled brick chimneys. 
While an expression of Edwin and Lydia Palmer's prosperity, the dwelling also relayed the 
family's agricultural priorities. 

In sharp contrast to his farming-oriented father, Wilmer Palmer became a boatbuilder 
beginning in the 1920s. Noting his father Edwin "could hardly hit a nail straight," Wilmer Palmer 
often helped his father with harvesting tobacco and com during seasonal lulls in his boat repair and 
building enterprise.I Soon after Edwin Palmer died in 1933, Wilmer acquired the house and 
property. Rather than live in his father's house, however, Wilmer constructed his own house 
nearby (See SM-621) which he built facing the water. He also erected a boatbuilding shop (SM-
624) and a marine railway (SM-623). Wilmer Palmer's son Creighton has continued his father's 
boatbuilding and repair tradition and is the current owner and operator of the business. 

1 Interview of Wilmer Palmer by Paula Johnson, April 7, 1983, Calvert Marine Museum, PRP 

PJR90, PJR91, and PJR92. 
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Interview with Creighton W. PaJ.Jrer, February, l<m. 
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organization St. Mn-y 's County ~pt. of Pfanning & Zoning date 4-27-43 

street & number 22740 Washington Street telephone :?Dl-475-4f:h2 

city or town Leonardtown state Mn-yland 
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Chain-of-Title 
(All deeds are located at the Land Records Office, St. Mary's County Courthouse, Leonardtown, 
Maryland unless otherwise noted.) 

Reference: Liber MRB 450, Folio 449 
Grantee: Creighton W. Palmer 
Grantor: Mary Elizabeth Palmer 
Date: January 3, 1987 
Notes: The tract, containing 3 .12 acres, is called "Part of Collingwood." 

Reference: Liber CBG 85, Folio 67 
Grantee: Mary Elizabeth Palmer 
Grantor: Wilmer E. and Veronica Palmer 
Date: November27, 1959 
Notes: Wilmer Palmer inherited the property from his father Edwin J. Palmer (see MLC 1, 380). 

Reference: Liber JMM 2, Folio 493 
Grantee: Edwin J. Palmer 
Grantor: Ellen D. Palmer, et al 
Date: September 20, 1924 

Reference: Liber JJG 3, Folio 354 
Grantee: Edwin J. Palmer 
Gran tor: Samuel E. F. Palmer, executor of John Palmer 
Date: February 17, 1896 
Notes: Here the parcel includes 175 acres. 

Reference: Liber JFF 9, Folio 464 
Grantee: John Palmer 
Grantor: George R. Gaither, Jr. 
Date: March 27, 1887 
Notes: George R. Gaither, Jr. assumed the mortgage of John Palmer after he died. The property 
here is listed as containing 440 acres. 

Reference: Mortgage Record, Liber JFF 5, Folio 196 
Grantee: Thomas H. Gaither 
Grantor: Sarah A. Long 
Date: September 12, 1881 

Reference: Will Record, Liber JTMR 1, Folio 358 
Grantee: Sarah A. Long 
Grantor: John B. Long 
Date: May 13, 1874 
Notes: No previous deed is listed. 
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