
Capsule Summary 
SM-650 
Dean House 
Bushwood 
Private c. 1909-1910 

In 1905 Attaway Garner commissioned carpenter John J. Dean to build the residence called 

"Chickahominy" (SM-216) located just north of Bushwood Wharf on the Wicomico River. Dean 

was no doubt familiar with modem building conventions as the expansive dwelling was encrusted 

with architectural details derived from the Colonial Revival style. In payment for Dean's labors, 

Gamer transferred 11 3/4 acres from the Chickahominy estate to Dean so that he could build a 

dwelling of his own. Soon after the transaction Dean constructed a two story, three bay, center 

passage, single pile, frame dwelling on the new parcel. 

Judging from surviving architectural evidence, the Dean House did not receive the 

decorative attention that was demanded at Chickahominy, but was instead a more modestly 

executed building that made use of the most modem building materials. The most distinctive 

characteristics include its original German siding exterior, the projecting pavilion on the front 

elevation with corresponding cross gable, and its interior wall coverings that were composed 

almost entirely of decorative pressed tin much like that found at the Fennie and Mazie Bailey House 

(SM-629). Today, enough architectural evidence remains to appreciate the original appearance of 

the Dent House -- an appearance that was no doubt an expression of his carpentry work to the local 

community. The house remained in the Dean family until 1929 when it was sold. 
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7. Description 
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Survey No. Svl-650 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Contributing Resource Count: 1 

The Dean House is located on the north side of Bushwood Road about 20 yards from its 
intersection with Bushwood Wharf Road near the rural crossroads community of Bushwood, 
Maryland. Oriented on a north/south axis, the building is situated on a flat 6.03 acre parcel. The 
house is bordered by residential lots to the east and west, by the road to the south, and by an 
overgrown parcel to the north. Approached via a shot dirt drive from Bushwood Road, the house 
features a front yard enclosed by a wire fence. The combination of bushes and evergreen and 
deciduous trees in the front yard help to frame the house's primary elevation. 

The Dean House, constructed in 1909-1910, is a two story, center-passage, L-plan, frame 
dwelling with symmetrical fenestration. Originally erected on a brick pier foundation that was later 
filled in and covered over with later bricks, the circular sawn frame is currently sheathed with 
asbestos shingles. These newer shingles cover over the original "German" siding that was 
fastened with mature cut nails. At the juncture of the wall and roof is a box cornice. Pierced by 
two interior and one interior end brick chimney flues with corbelled tops, the gable roof is sheathed 
with asphalt shingles. 

The primary or south elevation is dominated by a central pavilion that projects from the 
main block of the building. A porch that originally shaded the first floor of the projection has been 
enclosed. This enclosed porch has a central door that exhibits a palladian window on either side. 
Each of the windows is composed of a central picture window flanked on each side by a four-over­
four, double-hung sash window. The original entry, presently enclosed by the porch, is a three­
light-over-three-panel door. This was flanked on either side by a two-over-two window. The 
window on the east side has been removed and covered over. A two-over-two window lies on 
either side of the pavilion. The second floor of the pavilion is pierced by three two-over-two 
windows with similar sash on either side of the projection. The attic story is pierced by a two­
over-two window with a semi-circular crown. The pavilion is further accentuated by cornice 
returns and a later scrollsawn vergeboard. 

The east elevation consists of the main block's gable end, the side of a one story modern 
addition, and the side of the rear ell. The main block is pierced on the first and second floors by a 
two-over-two window. The addition, sheathed with vinyl siding, is lit by a palladian window that 
consists of a large one-over-one window flanked on either side by a slender one-over-one 
window. The second floor of the rear ell exhibits a one-over-one window. 

The north elevation consists of the rear of the main block, addition, and ell. The addition 
has a similar palladian window with a larger sash flanked by more slender windows accompanied 
by two, swinging casement windows. Two windows light the second floor of the main block. 
The ell has a door (previously a window) shaded by a hipped roof porch. The porch is rimmed by 
a balustrade interspersed by turned porch posts. 

The west elevation is composed of the main block's gable end and the ell's side. The ell is 
pierced by a casement window on the first floor and a one-over-one window on the second floor. 
The main block has a two-over-two window on the first and second floor. 
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Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

In 1905 Attaway Gamer commissioned carpenter John J. Dean to build the residence called 
"Chickahominy" (SM-216) located just north ofBushwood Wharf on the Wicomico River. Dean 
was no doubt familiar with modem building conventions as the expansive dwelling was encrusted 
with architectural details derived from the Colonial Revival style. As payment for Dean's labors, 
Gamer transferred 11 3/4 acres from the Chickahominy estate to Dean so that he could build a 
dwelling of his own. Soon after the transaction Dean constructed a two story, three bay, center 
passage, single pile, frame dwelling on the new parcel. 

Judging from surviving architectural evidence, the Dean House did not receive the 
decorative attention that was demanded at Chickahominy, but was instead a more modestly 
executed building that still made use of the most modem building materials. The most distinctive 
characteristics include its original German siding exterior, the projecting pavilion on the front 
elevation with corresponding cross gable, and its interior wall coverings that were composed 
almost entirely of decorative pressed metal much like that found at the Fennie and Mazie Bailey 
House (SM-629). Today, enough architectural evidence remains to appreciate the original 
appearance of the Dean House -- an appearance that was no doubt an expression of Dean's 
carpentry work to the local community. The house remained in the Dean family until 1929 when it 
was sold. 
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See Significance 8.0. 
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SM-650, Dean House 
St. Mary's County 
7 .1 Description 

Like several houses erected in the early-twentieth century in St Mary's County, the Dean 
house exhibits a center passage plan. Turned balusters, a chamfered newel, and molded handrail 
embellish the stair itself, but one of the most distinctive features of the passage and other first floor 
rooms is the use of decorative pressed metal to cover the walls. Elaborately adorned with fleur-de­
lis, medallions, and other geometric shapes, the metal walls convey impressed-metal's popularity 
in the early twentieth century. Other dwellings and buildings such as the Fennie and Mazie Bailey 
House (SM-629), Bushwood Post Office (SM~), are other examples of its use. Parlor's, 
entered through panelled doors with casement transoms, each feature the use of pressed tin and 
each have period mantels although they are not original to the house. Like the mantels, much of 
the bulls-eye trim was reused from a now demolished house. A kitchen is situated directly in back 
of the west parlor. Mimicking the floor plan of the first floor, the second floor features three 
bedrooms. 



SM-650, Dean House 
St. Mary's County 
8.1 Significance 

Chain-of-Title 
(All deeds are located at the Land Records Office, St. Mary's County Courthouse, Leonardtown, 
Maryland unless otherwise noted.) 

Reference: Liber MRB 66, Folio 122 
Grantee: Robert Eugene and Brenda Kay Elwood 
Grantor. William F. and Linda M. Beyers 
Date: February 29, 1980 
Notes: The tract is listed as containing 6.03 acres. 

Reference: Liber DBK 212, Folio 44 
Grantee: William F. and Linda M. Beyers 
Grantor: Clifford E. Bates 
Date: May 13, 1974 

Reference: Liber DBK 199, Folio 159 
Grantee: Bates Construction Company 
Grantor: Alex and Dianne Lee Kosack 
Date: October 17, 1973 

Reference: Liber DBK 151, Folio 360 
Grantee: Alex and Dianne Lee Kosack 
Grantor: Charles Walter and Kay E. Browrigg 
Date: June 21, 1969 

Reference: Liber DBK 139, Folio 289 
Grantee: Charles Walter and Kay E. Browrigg 
Grantor: William T. and Sue R. Broms 
Date: January 5, 1968 

Reference: Liber CBG 118, Folio 341 
Grantee: William T. and Sue R. Broms 
Grantor: Rorence G. and Agnes N. Simpson 
Date: March 5, 1965 
Notes: Here the tract is ref erred to as part of the farm called "Chickahominy." 

Reference: Liber JMM 6, Folio 423 
Grantee: Rorence G. and Agnes N. Simpson 
Grantor: Annie L. Goodwin et al 
Date: September 13, 1929 

Reference: Liber JMM3, Folio 131 
Grantee: Annie L. Goodwin 
Grantor. Sarah L. Dean 
Date: May 8, 1925 
Notes: Subsequent to the death of her husband John J. Dean, Sarah L. Dean conveys a one third 
interest in the property to her daughter Annie L. Goodwin. 



SM-650, Dean House 
St. Mary's County 
8.2 Significance 

Reference: Liber EBA 7, Folio 477 
Grantee: John J. Dean 
Grantor: Attaway T. Garner 
Date: February 24, 1909 
Notes: Here the tract is listed as containing 11 3/4 acres and was subdivided off of the nearby farm 
called Chickahominy. No previous deed was listed. 
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