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ORPHAN'S GIFT or THE PLAINS

Golden Beach

Private 18th century

-~ This interesting structure was bulldozed in 1958 and the property

is now being developed.

Of interest for its unusual variation of a typical 18th century

floor plan and its French-influenced gambrel roof with hips, the house

It . /ﬂnj

was of brick construction (later stuccoed), was three bays - B
roof by
at the south facade with the loweg\slope ‘pierced three
ih
pedimented dormers. A single chimney was enclosed each end wall.

A two-story brick kitchen originally stood detached but was later connected

to the main block by a one-story frame hyphen.

A cemetery dating from the earlv 18th century remains on the property.
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ST. MARY’S COUNTY

SH~9 &

THE PLAINS
(Formerly, *“Orphan’s Gift"")
Before 1720

“The Plains’’ was built by a French-
man, hence the French “hips” on the
gambrel roof and French doors in the
rooms. The panelling was taken out by
the “Yankees” during the Civil War; and
misfortune had overtaken the place in 1812
when the British came.

The newel is a fat baluster with an
ivory knob at the top. Note how the
later wings made the plan in the shape of a
)i 3 i

The Jowles and the Sotheron families

are connected with the mansion. Col.
Henry Peregrine Jowles died here in 1720
leaving to his wife Dryden, this dwelling
plantation “Orphan’s Gift”.

View: From Southwest.
Dimensions:
Overall, main wing, 42-0 by 34-0.
Cetling, 10-9.
Sill, 32.
Wall, 15.
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