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Capsule Summary 
SM-95 
Cellar Hill 
Trent Hall vicinity 
Private circa 1942 

Cellar Hill is a Neoclassical structure which was built in the 1940s by Lawrence 

Lithicum Parlett. This structure is of interest because of its architectural style which is 

not greatly in evidence in St. Mary's County. 

Lawrence and Louise Parlett purchased the property which comprises this tract 

in 1939 and 1940. The land was originally part of a larger tract known as 

"Satisfaction," "Town Neck," or "Trent Neck." According to local tradition, the name 

"Cellar Hill" derives from the legend that during the War of 1812 residents in the area 

buried their valuables in the cellar of an old house which once stood on this hill. The 

current owner claims that there is no evidence of this supposed structure on the 

property today. 



SM-95, Cellar Hill 
St. Mary's County 
Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan Data 

Historic Context 
Geographic Organization: Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period: Modern period, 1930 - present. 

Historic Period Theme: 

Resource Type 
Category: 

Historic Environment: 

Historic Function and Use: 

Known Design Source: 

-- -- --------

Architecture 

Building 

Rural 

Residence 

None 



·~;r~1ARY(AND INVENTORY OF 
Survey No. 

SM-95 

Maryland Historical Trust \]flSTORIC PROPER?~S Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/or common Cellar Hill 

2. Location 

street & number N2w Market Turner Road (Route 6) 

city, town Trent Hall 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
_!_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_L private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
___xnot applicable 

_____! vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__x occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
__x yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

5 congressional district 

St. Mary's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
-X- park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Ronald W. Pickett 

street & number P. o. Bo.>< l ~ r 

city, town 

office:410-354-3000 
telephone no.: hare:301-884-2976 

state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clerk of 0-Xirt 1 iberMRB 506 

street & number St . Mary's County Courthouse folio 436 

city, town Leonardtown state lli. 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

.ieposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
---X-QOod 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated ___x__ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. SM _ 95 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Contributing Resource Count: 1 

Cellar Hill is located on the east side of Route 6 (New Market - Turner Road) 
between Trent Hall Road and Parlett-Morgan Road near Trent Hall. The house stands 
alone on a ridge in the landscape. Cellar Hill faces east towards the Patuxent River 
with its principal gable oriented on a north/south axis. 

Neoclassical in style, Cellar Hill consists of two building periods. In 1940, 
owner Lawrence Lithicum Parlett designed and built the center two-and-a-half story 
section. In 1948, wings were added onto both the north and south ends of the house. 

The east elevation of Cellar Hill consists of a two-and-a-half story central 
section with three gable roof dormers and a full-height entry porch. To the north of this 
section extends a one-story and then a two-story wing. To the south of this section 
stands a two-story wing. 

(A complete verbal description of the property cannot be given because the 
owner denied the surveyor access to the property in 1994.) 



8. Significance Survey No. SM _ 95 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc:heology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
---x1900-

Specific dates 

_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

1940 Builder/ Architect !Jnkoo.yn 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B XC D 

Applicable Excep~ion: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Cellar Hill is a Neoclassical structure which was built in the 1940s by Lawrence 
Lithicum Parlett. This structure is of interest because of its architectural style which is 
not greatly in evidence in St. Mary's County. 

Lawrence and Louise Parlett purchased the property which comprises this tract 
in 1939 and 1940. The land was originally part of a larger tract known as 
"Satisfaction," "Town Neck," or "Trent Neck." According to local tradition, the name 
"Cellar Hill" derives from the legend that during the War of 1812 residents in the area 
buried their valuables in the cellar of an old house which once stood on this hill. The 
current owner claims that there is no evidence of this supposed structure on the 
property today. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No~ 95 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ___ i _a_c_r<_e_s __ _ 

Quadrangle name ~chanicsvi l le Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

Al.i_J I I 1 l I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c L.LJ ._I ....._____.___..._ ........ _ D l.iJ I I I I 
E Li.J ._I ....._____.__ ........ _ F l.iJ I I I 
G Li.J ._I ------

H l.iJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

See attached plat. l Po.f'ce.I b) ~ ac.. rt:-~£ cf fN J/l.C;tA.4'11(J4.f.eJ pr-' /'C-''"'J 
\r'ld~&~ 0-"_1'1 .J-wo ~6.,.~~ of- ff,..e 32. r .::a . ..-t: f.r._c.f-. b.c '~ ~ l.. &H-~S i,v"1.i'c..4 
su,,-..-o...._,. d fN lt "I/Sf!.. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Elizabeth Hughes, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization St. Mary's County DPZ date January 1993 

street & number telephone (301) 475-4662 

city or town leonardtwn state It!. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

l ·24<l00 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State 

,.- \.Ji!"'·-.-'.'·."-... i 7t)1 f~T MARYLA1\.J 11.Ji~\«vr'I~ ''"·'-'-" 

DHCP/Df-!CD 

21401 100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 

-514-7600 
PS-2746 



SM-95, Cellar Hill 
St. Mary's County 
8.1 Significance 

Chain of Title 

TO: Ronald W. Pickett and Cynthia P. Pickett 
FROM: Lawrence L. Parlett Jr. and Louise F. P. Gardiner, surviving heirs at law and 
Devisees under will of Lawrence L. Parlett and as Beneficiaries under will of Louise L. 
Parlett; and John Knight Parlett and Eugenia Love Parlett Smitha, individually as the 
remaining and surviving heirs at law and Devisees or Beneficiaries under the 
aforesaid wills of Lawrence L. Parlett and Louise L. Parlett; and Le Roy Langley and 
Eugene D. Mattison the remaining Personal Representatives under the aforesaid 
Estate of Louise L. Parlett. 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record Uber MRB 506, folio 436. 
DATE: November 15, 1989. 
NOTES: Transfer of 32.728 acre parcel being Parcel Din plat MRB 17/92 "Boundary 
Survey, Land of Louise L. Parlett and Estate of Lawrence L. Parlett." 

TO: Heirs 
FROM: Louise L. Parlett 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Orphans Court Case #5264. 
DATE: Probated on March 28, 1988. 
NOTES: Transfer of all real and personal property. 

TO: Louise L. Parlett 
FROM: Lawrence L. Parlett 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Testamentary Record, Uber RGC 1, folio 43. 
DATE: December 9, 1948. 
NOTES: Transfer of all real and personal property. 

TO: Lawrence L. Parlett and Louise L. Parlett 
FROM: Philip H. Davis and Mary D. Davis 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber CBG 12, folio 229. 
DATE: July 26, 1940. 
NOTES: Transfer of part of a larger tract known as "Satisfaction," "Town Neck," or 
"Trent Neck." Parcel being 7 6/10 acres. 

TO: Lawrence L. and Louise L. Parlett 
FROM: Macon M. Coleman and Marie M. Coleman 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber CBG 12, folio 1. 
DATE: November 10, 1939. 
NOTES: Transfer of all that piece or parcel of land being part of a tract known as 
"Satisfaction" and 'Town Neck." Parcel being 14.5 acres. 



SM-95, Cellar Hill 
St. Mary's County 
10.1 Geographic Description 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

I Hi II 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

NAMt 
., ·' .. 

~ 

i ' » v. 

COMMON: 
/'\ I J-/, II '4-• 

ANDIOA HIST0"1C1 

LOCATION 
.. 

' 

STREET ANC' NUM•11tA1 

Newmarket Turner Road (MD 6) 
CITY OR TOWN! 

Trent Rall, Mechanicsville Vicinitv 
STA TC COUNTY 

Maryland St.Marv's 
CLASSIFICATtOK . .,. 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Ch•clr One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Olatrlct 0 Bulldln9 0 Pultllc Pultllc Ac qui al ti on: 0 Occupied Yea: 

0 Site 0 Structure 0 Prlvote 0 In Proco11 0 Unoccupied c R .. 1r1cted 

0 Olt(e ct 0 Both O Beln9 Conalderod 0 Pr .. orvotlon work 0 UN••tTlctod 

In prov•••• 0 Ho 

PRESENT USE (Chee Ir One or #or• •• Apprcprlat•) 

0 Avrlculturol 0 Conrnmont 0 Pork 0 Tronaportotlon O Commonhl 

0 c-m•rclol 0 lndu1tr lol 0 Prlvoto RHldonc• 0 Other (SpeclfT) 

0 Educotlonol 0 Mllltory 0 Roll9iov1 

0 Entorlolnment 0 Muaeum 0 Scientific 

OWNER OF Pt«>PERTY . ·- < \,:". 
' ., 

<O 
~ ' .. < ·' ~ 

v"NEA S NAME: 

fa.J~ tf I L. - . 
STREET AND NUM•EA: 

Cl TY OA TOWN: I STATE: I 
l.OCA1"10H OF LECM. DESCRIPTION 

.. 
''l! '"'" ':t ,~.~ ~~ 

COURTHOUSE, All:GISTAY 0,.. DElltDS ETC1 

St. Mary's County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUM•ll:R1 

Washington Street and Courthouse Drive 
CITY OA TOWN: I STATE I Leonardtown Maryland 
Title Reference of Ct,rrPn.t n.:-.:-n (Bnnlr & Pa i) : 

ltff?ftUE-.TATIOH tH EXISTING SURVEYS , 
.. . ;'.1• 

TIT\.llt 0,.. SURYlltYt 

DA TE 0,.. SUAVlltYi 0 f•derol 0 Stole 0 County 0 Locol 
t>EP091TOAY ,..OR SUAVll:Y "lltco .. oa. 

STAEllT AND NUM•llA r 

CITY O" TOWN: rTATll1 I 

7 

PS- 700 
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(Chee.A: One) 

0 Excellent 0 Good 0 Folr 0 Oetericwoted 0 Ruln1 0 ·Une•poH<I 
CONDITION 

(Checlr One) 

I 
(Ch eclr One) 

0 Altered 0 Uncltarecl 0 Moved 0 Otlglnol Sita 

OIE$CAl8E THlt PA&:SENT, ~O OAl~IN"L (If llm-'1) PHVSIC" L. APPIEAAAHCIE 
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.sM-95 
itJh:$t~'1tfiJCANtfi .;: 

,, 
.,, ; " "' 'l;. ""'-·< '·· " "' 

PERIOO (Ch•dr One OY M<n• •• Approprl•t•) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (lfAppllc•ble •ndl<nollnl) 

AREAS OF SIGNlf'ICANCE (Ch ecll One or More •e Approprlete) 

Abor lglnal 0 Education 0 Palit lccil 0 Urbon Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Othe r (Speclfr) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agrl cu lturw 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 ArchlMc1ure 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Att Architecture 0 Socia l/Humon· 

0 c- ... •rce 0 Literature Jtorian 

0 c-... unicotlans 0 Miii tary 0 Theater 

0 Conservotlon 0 Muaic 0 Tronaportotian 

ST.t.TIEMllNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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SM-9S 

~· ~JOR 818ttOGRAPHICAl R!F!RENC!S /. • .., f - ,. ;.. ·-if~' . '• ,, . 
' ·t~>i ,. 

I to. ~EOGRAPtilCAl. DATA ••.• M I;. ( tJ A (!../ t {.I f.;L L ( c- a...v# ~ 
L.ATITVDE AND L.ONGITVDI! COORDINATES L.ATITVDE ANP L.ONGtTUOE COORDIN•Tl:S ·-

DEl"INING A RIECTANGL.E L.OC:ATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEl"INING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPl!:lllTY 

R OF L.ESS THAN TEN ACRES 

GORN ER L.ATITVDE L.ONGITUDE t.ATITVDE L.ONGITVDE 

D eg•••• Mlnut .. Secondt Oegreu Minute& Second& Oegreet Minutes Seconds 0•11•••• Mi nu I•• Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . .. 
NE 0 . .. 0 . .. 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
~w 0 . . 0 . . 

APPlllOXIMATE AC:lllEAGE OF NOMINATED PROPltfllTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

l 

. 

[11. FORM PREPARED BY 
. .. <· • 

NAME AND TITL.Et 

~ 

ORGANIZATION I OATt: 

J--70 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: ,,,TA TIE I 
~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
NaUonal 0 Stam 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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SM -95 
Cellar Hill . . 

t Hall vicinity Tren . uad 
Mechanicsville Q 

Trent Hall_ . 
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, -~ECHANICSVILLE. MD~ 
WN 15' QUADRANGL:: 

NW/4 LEONARD_TO W7637.5/7.5 
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1953 
PHOTOREV!SED 1974 

AMS 5660 I NW-SERIES V833 
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