
St . Mary ' s - 97 
St . Tohn's Roman vatholic Church 
St . Tohn Is noad 
Hollywood,~ 20636 

Access: Public 

1896 

rhis parish was founded in 1691 and is one of the oldest 
in the c-.1untry . The church was built in 1896 by Joseph Milburn 

of JJenardtown in 1896 and this is the third church and the third 

site of 3t . John's . The lovely late Victorian structure is 

distinguished by an octagon turret at the entrance . 

This parish has had black members since it's founding . 

They have been sited in the records and writings of the parish 

,,--...... (re .: Johnson , S · J . ;J .M. -- "The Story of a Country Pastor" , ~ .. . v . - 1967) for their contributions to the church . This area of St . 

Mary's County has had a significant number of black Oatholics 

since colonial times. A school was established at this location 

in 192). A school for blacks was erected at St . Joseph 's Parish 
in neighbor~ng Morganza in 1928 . 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
SM - 97 

MAGI# 1900974608 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

dNAME 
HISTORIC 

St. John's Roman Catholic Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET Si NUMBER 

St . John 's Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Hollywood VICINITY OF 

STATE ~aryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT -PUBLIC _ OCCUPIED 

_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 
_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

r"'.. _ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Arin.rdiocese of Baltimore 
STREET Si NUMBER 

CITY TOWN 
Baltimore _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC St . Marys Co . Court House 
STREET Si NUMBER 

CITY TOWN 

Leonardtown 

llREPRESENTA TION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

N/A 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

"'irst 
COUNTYSt '"' . i·.arys 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

- GOVERNMENT .SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY _ OTHER 

Telephone ~: 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE I Z l.p code 
.MD, 

JAC 6 

139 

STATE 

'laryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -1.0CAL 
~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
rr DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

x 
_ EXCELLENT 

- GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

- RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

-ORIGINAL SITE 

..:MOVED DA TE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1896 

This parish was founded in 1691 3nd is one of the oldest 

in the country . This is the third St . John's R. C. Church site (the 

first being on Three Notch Road) and the church was built 1896-98. 

The church faces west It is 36 1 from the east side of St . John's Road . 

It w~s built by Joseph Milburn of IftOnan:ltown The church is 42' across 

the front facade and 114 1 in depth . There is an octagon turret half 

merged into the west gable at the entrance . There are three stepe 

to the entrance . The entrance has three sets of double doors (6panel) . 

The entrance is five sided . There are st-ained glass cathedral tops 
over each of these doors . There are two 16 1 stained-glass cathedral 
windows in the front facade (one on each side of the turret . The 
turret has a frontispiece cathedral window (midway u'P), This window 

has colored-glass panes (blue , red and green) . Above the window 

are imbricated shingles. The turret has an open belfry then an 

octagon top with a cross . There are 5 16 1 stained- glass windows on 

the north side and five more identical windows on the south side . 

The church rests on a brick foundation . The building is constructed 

with cypress siding and originally had cypress shingles . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

- PREHISTORIC 

- 1400-1499 

- 1500· 1599 

_ 1600· 1899 

_ 11001199 

~1800· 1899 
_ 1900. 

--ARCHEOLUuY·PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

~GRICULTURI; 
--ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_ COMMUNITY PLANNING - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _ LAW 

- ECONOMICS _LITERATU RE 

- EDUCATION -.MILITARY 

_ ENGINEERING -.MUSIC 

_ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_ INDUSTRY _ POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

_ INVENTION 

SH-97 

~RELIGION 
-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-~0C1AVHUMANITAR IAN 
_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER ISPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC OATES BUI LOER/ ARCH ITEC. T Joseph Milburn 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This parish founded in 1691 is one of the oldest 

in the country . The church was built by Joseph llilburn of 1.eonanltown 

in 1896j end t nis is the third church end the third site of St . John's . 

The lovely late Victorian structure is distinguished by the octagon 
turret at the entrance . 

This parish has had black members since its founding . 
-~ey have been sited in tho records end writings of the parish (Re . : 

Johnson ,S . J .; J .M. -- "The Story of a Country Pastor",N . v . 1967) for their 
contributions to the church . This area of st . Mary ' s County has had 
a significant number of black Catholics since colonial times . A school 

was established at this location in 192) . A school for blacks was 

established at St. J oseph's Parish in neighboring Morganza in 1928 . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Johnson , S . J .; J .M.- 11The Story of a Country Pastor" 
N.Y. , Vantage Press -1 967 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

SM-'f7 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

James W. Clark,Historic Sites Surveyor 
oRGANtZATION Maryland ColTlillission 

History k Culture 
STREET & NUMBER 

20 Dean Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

on Afro-A..111erican DATE 

TELEPHONE 

269 - 2893 
STATE 

Jaryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301 ) 267-1438 

PS• t toe 
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S' .'M -97 
St. John's Roman Catholic Church 
Hollywood 1898 

This frame church, built in a country 

Victorian style,has Gothic style windows 

and "gingerbread" decoration . 

St. John's parish was established by Father 

James Walton, S.J., prior to the American 

Revolution . The first church consisted of 

"two old houses badly joined together . " 

This was replaced in 1824 by a large frame building 

which was in use until the present church was built 

by Joseph .Milburn in 1898 . 
b( ' I ( r{11· .' 

This handsome Victorian 

Gothic is typical of the era in which it 
~'Jtl-rn/I<- of i+s >ty le.. 

was erected and is the only • remaining in the 

county . A fine parochial school, rectory and convent 

completes the complex serving this large community . 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

n~· NAME 
.,_ ,, ' 

~ 

' " ' 
COMMON: 

>f ::I& h vr 's Ch '-' "°cl._ 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

12. LOC:ATIOH ~ . . 

ITRl:ET ANC NUMBl:R1 

CITY OR TOWN: c 
- ~ t...JC-i:T" .. 

STATE . I COUNTY! I yvt-d. )1 YI-~ ( 
13. CLASSIFICATION " . -

' 
CATEGORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Cher:lr One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Olatrlct 0 Bulldlnt 0 Pulollc Pu It lie Acqul al ti on: 0 Occupied Yea: 

0 Si te 0 Structure 0 Prlvote 0 In Proceaa 0 UnoccyPled 0 Reatrlcted 

0 Object 0 Both O Being Conaldered 0 p,.,.,votlon work 0 urw .. trlcted 

In proer••• 0 No 

PRl:8EN T USI[ (Checlr One or,,_ •• "',.....,.,., 

0 A9rlculturol 0 Govern-nt 0 Pork 0 Tronaportotlon 0 Com ... enta 

0 Coml'llerciol 0 lnduetrlol 0 Prlvote Realclence 0 Other (Speclfr) 

0 Eclucotlonol 0 Mllltory 0 Rellelou• 

0 Entertoln-nt 0 Mu••- 0 Scie ntific 

fA, OWNER OF PROPaRTY . . " ,.,_, ., 
'""Nl:R I NAME: 

CdL/,, clu.u,-.:, L .St -..-- I ....,..._ .s 
ITR1Ell:T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: ..._,..,,,.,J llTATEr fl 14 I 
lt. l.OCATiOif Otr LfG.(L DESCRIPTION . \ ~.! 

COURTHOUSI:. REGISTRY 01'" 011:£01. CTC1 

ITRl:ET ANO NUMBER: 

C l TY OR TOWN: 
llTATE 

I 
ritle Ref erenc~ of Cul".'rent Deed ('Rnn"k Ii. Paa • ) % ... ·-· • ,,..,.....d t ~1'0N tM !XllTIHG SURVEYS c .. ,,. ~.t• 
TITLI: O" IURVCY: 

OATC 0 .. IURV&Y r 0 Federel 0 Stete 0 County 0 Local 
Dll:POllTORY "0R IURVll:Y Rll:COROI: 

ITRal:T ANO NUMall:Rr 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATEr I 

PS- 7011 
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I<"· OfSCRl?TION ., 
., .. " 

v ., . .. 
(Checl< One) 

0 Excellenl 0 Good 0 Folr 0 Deterloroted 0 Rulna 0 ·Unexpoaell 
CONDITION 

(Checl< One) I (Checl< One) 

0 Altered 0 Uncltered 0 Moved 0 0.lglnol Site 

OESCllllBE THI! PltESENT ~ 40 ORIGINAi.. (If known) PHYSICAi.. APPIEAlllANCIE 

JT l £-t- 0- \...~c....V\ 1.4-" a- ,A..AA~ ~ 
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fl. stGNIFfCAHCE 
PERIOD (Ch•clr OIH or lion •• APPtolNl•I•) 

0 Pre-Col .... bian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPltCI "'c DATltl S I (ft Appllce&re • nd l(n°'"\) 

AREAS OF SIONl,,ICANCE (ChecJr One <H More ae Appropr/•t•) 

Abar l1lnal 0 Education 
O p,.hl 1toric 0 Engineering 

0 Hletorlc 0 lncluetry 

0 A1rlcull\ll'O 0 Invention 

0 Archlt.ctvre 0 Lonclecap• 

0 Art Architecture 

0 c -morce 0 Llt.rotvre 

0 c-m .. nlcatlon• 0 Military 

0 Coneorvat ion 0 M11e lc 

STATltMltNT 01" llONIFICANClt 

. 

. 

I 

SH -?1 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 Pol1ticcil 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/ Phi. 0 Othe r ($peel,.,.) 

lasophy 

0 Sc Ienco 

0 Scvlptvre 

0 Socio l/Humon-

itarlon 

0 Theoter 

0 Tronaportatlon 

PS- 70• 



pt. '11¥JOft 9t&LIOGRAPHICAL R!F!ltENCIS ,, ,, 
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rto. Gl:OGRAPHICAL DATA 
. .. 

~ . ·-L ATITUDE ANP LONGITUOE COORDIN .. Tl[S LATITUDE ANO LON<.;tTUOE COORDINATES 
0 DE,.ININ G A l'IECTANG L E LOC A T I NG THE P R OPERT Y OE FINING T H E CENTER POI N T 0,. A PROPEl'ITY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN A CRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LON 01 TUDI[ 1. ATITUOE L O NG I TUDE 

Oeg•••• Mlnutea Se conch Degrees Minute• S.conda Oe gr•• • Ml nut•• Seconds De gree a Ml nu te a S.conda 
NW " . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
<.W 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXI M AT E ACR E A G E OF NOMINA TED PROPERTY: 

Acr e age Justificat ion: 

I 
. 

L1 l . FORM PREPARED BY ' ' 
,. 

.. 
N AM li: AND T ITLE: 

ORGANIZATION I D A T& 

STREET AND NUMBER • 

C ITY OR T O WN : I STATlt I 
~ Sta t e Liai son Off i cer Rev i e w: (Offi ce Use Only ) 

Si gnif icance of this p roperty is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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St. John's Roman Catholic Church SM- 97 
Hollywood, St. Mary ' s County, Maryland 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD 
Northwest elevation 
1/81 





St. John ' s Ranan Cathol ic ChUI'Ch SM- 97 
HollywoOO , St . Mary ' s County , Maryl and 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical Trust , Annapolis , MD 
Southwest elevation 
1/81 





St . John ' s Roman Catholic Church SM- 97 
Hollywcx::x:l , St . Mary's Cotmty , Maryland 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical Trust, Anna:p::>lis , MD 
Detail - West elevation 
1/81 


