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St. Cuthbert's Fortune Slave House Late 18th c,

Private

This house and the main house to which it was
attached are no longer standing, but photographs of the 1930°'s
of it show that it represented the log houses typical
of the dwellings occupied by slaves and tenants of
the 19th century. It was sheathed with weatherboards,
whitewashed, and plain in appearance, with a brick
chimney ascending one gable end. Presumably it con-
sisted of one room down and another up, since it
was small in size and only one bay in lemgth.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This slave house and the main house to which it was attached
are no longer standing, but photographs of them may be seen in
the collection of prints in the H.A.B.S. collection for St. Mary's
County in the Library of Congress. From these photographs by
Frances B. Johnston the fodlowing description may be made.

The house is a one story log dwelling sheathed with
overlapping weatherboards. The walls stand on stone pilings.
A chimney with a large stone base and a brick stack ascends the
exterior of one gable end. The opposite gable end is attached
by an enclosed hy n to the gable end of the m@%n house,
indicating this log structure may have served as the kitchen. The
exterior has been painted or whitewashed. The front door of
plain planks is bordered by a frame of plain boards and has no
porch. That door constitutes the only opening into the front.
There is no doubt another door in the gable end leading :into the
hyphen. In the back length there is only a small window which
is wider than it is tall. A double hung sash window ?'fA Uxy
lights is turned on its side and slides horizontally inside
the frame which is nailed to the exterior of the wall. The roof

is covered with wood shingles.
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—INVENTION Black History

SPECIFIC DATES Possibly contemporary to main
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ouse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Most of the slave houses of the 18th or 19th centuries have

been drastically altered in the 20th.

These photographs from

the 1930's show those houses in a condition that resembeled

more closely their original appearance.
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[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EB1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
George W. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Md. Commission on Afro-American History & Culture
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
20 Dean Street 269-2893
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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