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Odd Fellows Hall (Miller Lodge, I.O.O.F.) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

__... \ 
i 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE _EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 
_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS -XALTERED Slightly _MOVED DATE __ _ 

_ UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building on the southwest corner of Dover and Washington Streets 
is five bays wide and six deep. Four stories in height, the designer of 
the brick lodge buili~g used an eclectic combination of symbols and stylistic 
elements to express its ceremonial function as the meeting lodge of a 
fraternal order. 

The first floor with its plate glass windows is used as a store. 
Second and third floors are rental off:kes. 'lbe forth floor. with its tall 
windows and gables, house·s the !·'raternal rooms.· .:The face· brick is dark ·red; 
details are grey sandstobe. F1.oor levels are marked by belt courses of 
stone; lintels and sills are stone as are most important symbols and details. 

The flat building is enriched with an irregular roof line with gables 
on the three major facades. A small tower - like gable surmounted with a 
finial marks the stair to the lodge rooms. Its is subtly emphasized by a 
false chimney with a corbelled cap. 'Ibis entrance is enclosed in a pointed 
arch opening emphasized by a flat stone hood bearing symbolic chain of three 
links. Novelty windows are used to emphasize the stair tower and create 
a hierarchy of floors. Therefore,.on the second floor three small windows 
are used. On the third, taller double windows with one over one sashes 
are inset into a segmental arc'-1 opening. 'lbe fourth floor opening, filling 
the gable is tallest; its tripll~tite window fills a pointed arch opening. 

Large decorative windows are centered in each remaining gable; each 
contains colored glass patterned with symbol~ of the fraternal order. 
The most important facade on Washington Street has pointed arch opening 
in which three-pointed arch openings are surmounted by circles. For 
greatest emphasis, the window is continued below the floor line, but it 
is blind, filled in with bricks. Above this window, the gable has three 
small window emphasized by bands of stone. There is a finial shaped like 
an open hand. 

The north gable is much narrowed, resembling a pavillion. Similarly. 
treated it has a smaller pointed window opening filled with colored, 
patterned glass in a quatrefoil motif. It is also extended with a blind 
window. 'lbe gable has a panel with a carved stone eye; it is emphasized 
with a false enclosed chimney with corbelled cap. Incipent gargoyles 
sprout from the stone weathering of the gables. The west gable window 
has three pointed-arch windows topped by circular window enclosed in a 
pointed arch opening. 

Windows on second and third floors light offices and are therefore 
quite straight-forward; tall openings with one over one sashes and plain 
trim are placed more or less regularly, one per bay on both floors. They 
are closed with interior louvered blinds. 

The lodge meeting room is decorated with a freedom and gaiety which 
reflects the spirited thinking of the late nineteenth century builders. Two 
huge sizzor trusses of massive.chamfered timbers support the tall vaulted roof. 
'!heir king and queen posts terminate in pendants and they are attached 
by immense ornamental brackets to the walls. In the early twentieth century, 
an elaborate embossed tin ceiling was installed; it covers the upper portion 
of the side walls. The lower walls are plaster in which a mural of mareh ·• 
grasses has been imprevsed. Once polychromed, it has now been painted 

(cont.) 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



. 

II SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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-RELIGION 

-5CIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 
Dedicated on 
September 2.5, 1879 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Millers Lodge I.O.O.F. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

'lhe Odd Fellows Building is important to Easton both for its history 
and for its architecture. Since 1839 Miller Lodge, Number 18, bas met at 
this location. 

'lhe building itself is one of the 11oet imposing~ structures on 
Washington Street • Its height and solidity 05 the corner act as an 
appropri•te foil for the Talbot County Court House across the street. It 
is one of the s,mbolic buildings along this main street which help explain 
the social life of the town. 

Hiller Lodge is the oldest in Talbot County. It was chartered July 29, 
1832 and incorporated March 1, 1833 vi th forty-three members. Among them 
were Howes Goldsborough who was largely responsible for the construction 
of SS. Peter and Paule Catholic Church, Easton, and Maryland's Governor 
Philip Frances 'lhomas. '..lbe lodge met in "Washington Hall" opposite 
Port Street on Washington Street until 1839. '..lben it moved to the 
building that stood at Washington and Dover; this building was purchased 
in 1854 for s2100.oo, but it burned to the ground in the big fire of 1855. 
By the next year Miller-Lodge had constructed another building but this one 
too burned, in a fire which broke out in Market Space on October 1, 1878. 
'lhe present building was dedicated on Septlllber 25, 1879. 

f 

t,65/F2Jl.t This property was bought b · Margaret Goldsborough "from John 
Bennett in 18,3 for S2000. 00. The prP-mise~ included nt that 
t"l me n three- story brick building carriat:ie house and stnl>le. She 
sold the parcel the 'followino ye.llr, in 1854, to the Hiller I,odge 
#78 of the I. O. O. F. for $2100. 00. The Odd Fellows LodgP had 
retained this corner to the presPnt dny. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Records of Miller Lodge I.O.O.F. 
Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House. 

CONTINUE ON SEFARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ -.&lNLCIA.___ ___ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

NA 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marsha I.. Fritz, Conmll tant 
ORGANIZATION 

•.":',~nt~·.i.~ ~. L1!d1f'\\v"', ~'eFn-. ..... ~ .. ·1 ·:~~-+:0.,..-.j_,.t' 

DATE 

Box 1171 
TELEPHONE Mr Paul: -Parsons., 
301-822-270~ President 

Oct 9be;r;- l, 19~6 
STREET & NUMBER 

Historic Easton, Incorporated 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Eastgn Maryl and z1 Em 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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One South Washington Street 
Easton, Maryland 216ol 

Tl 
Town of Easton 

Odd Fellows Hall 

over. However, the room with its ceremonial furnishings and colored windows 
is one of the mcst complete and expressive Victorian interiors in the town. 

The structure is carefully maintained, in remarkably original condition 
with the exception of the first floor. '!he store windows are much like those 
appearing in early photographs; however, the wide sign board covers belt 
courses and other stone details, disrupting the rythm and integrity of the 
facades. 
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Odd Fellows Hall (Miller Lodge) 
1 S. Washington Street 
Easton Quad, 1942, PR 1974 
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