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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Wneatlands is located on Miles River Neck overlooking the Miles 
River. It is a five bay long brick dwelling, two and one-half 
storys tall with a 1960's one and one-half story brick wing on its 
east side. Most of the north entrance facade is covered with ivy 
as is the west gable, however, beneath the ivy on the first story 
are traces of old whf.tewashed brick. Apparently Wheatlands incor
porated sections of an 18th century dwelling when it was rebuilt 
around the mid-19th century. Without removing the ivy it would be 
impossible to determine the original configuration. 

When the building was remodeled in the mid 19th century, the 
old as well as the new brick was covered with stucco and scored to 
simulate ashlar masonry. This was removed in the 1960's along with 
the brackets which hung from the eaves and pedimented gables. There 
are three dormer windows on each side of the 'A' roof which were 
also added in the 1960's. There are assymetrical chimneys, similar 
to Doncaster which was built nearly the same time Wheatlands was 
first remodeled. The river side of the house has a porch across 
the first story and the same fenestration as the entrance. All 
of the windows have 6/6 sash and louvered shutters though the first 
story window are longer than those above. Two small windows with 
semicircular heads light the attic rooms from the gables. 

The interior of the building is divided into a central stair hall 
with large living room on the west and a dining room and corridor 
on the east, the dining room facing the river. Some original trim 
and doors, along with the stair remain from the time the house was 
remodeled in the mid 19th century. The dining room possesses a fine 
Victorian marble mantel appropriate to the period of the remodeling, 
however, it is not original to the house, according to tradition. 
In the living room is a Federal mantel, also brought in from another 
house. The interior was greatly remodeled in the 1960's in an attempt 
to make the house appear earlier than it is. 

Adjoining the house is a fine shingle style stable, five bays 
long with tall hip roof having a projecting second story tower
like extension. 
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Wheatlands is significant architecturally for being built on 
part of the earlier house of the Benson family. When it was built 
to its general form, c. 1860, it was as significant a structure as 
Doncaster and was a good example of Italianate farmhouse. The 1960 
remodeling. however, obliterated most of the Italianate features 
in an effort to make the building appear earlier than it is. 

Important architecturally is the stable which is a fine example 
of the shingle style. Fortunately it did not suffer the same whole
sale remodeling as the house. 

Historically, Wheatlands is an important site because it was 
the home of the Benson family of Talbot County. Perry Benson 1757-
1827 was a captain in the Continental Army and Major-General in the 
Maryland Militia. 
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ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME, TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust April, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Mary:land 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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