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1. Name of Property **indicates preferred name 

historic Williamsburg Methodist Episcopal Church 

Inventory No. T - f I (p 3 

other Williamsburg United Methodist Church **(inc. parsonage) I aka Williamsburg Memorial Methodist Church 

2. Location 
street and number 6272 Old Trappe Road - Route 565 East not for publication 

city, town Village of Williamsburg (approx. 3-1h miles south of Easton) EAsTotJ ~ vicinity 

county Talbot 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Trustees of the Waters United Methodist Church 

street and number P.O. Box 12 telephone 410-226-5146 Mrs. Teresa Green 

city, town Oxford state MD zip code 21654 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Courthouse liber: 1691 folio: 406 

city, town: Easton tax map:42 tax parcel: 69 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: __________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
_x _district 
__ building(s) 
_x _structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
_x _vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number: 126773 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

C"2_ 
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
_good 
x_ fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

This building, a brick/cinder block and wood frame one-story building was built around 1907 on land purchased by the 
Trustees of the Williamsburg Methodist Episcopal Church from F. Carroll Goldsborough and his wife, Mary Goldsborough. 
This building replaced an earlier church which had been destroyed by frre. (The earlier church is referenced on an 1876 map, 
but its exact location is unknown at this time.) The current building was hand-built by the residents and supporters 
of this small, predominantly African-American, mostly agriculturally-based village, to serve the religious, social, 
educational and cultural needs of the village. It also served as a monument to rural Methodism until the 1990's. 
The church and its two adjacent buildings - one, formerly the church's parsonage and the other, the former 
Williamsburg Elementary School, a one-room schoolhouse built in 1900, encompasses a total of39,412 square feet. 

The church has an enclosed area of 2,561 square feet. The church building is in fair condition; the two adjacent buildings 
are in fair/poor condition but can be repaired and restored. The church building needs repairs to the floor and roof. 

The architecture of this church is consistent with other churches built in the small villages which were settled on the 
Eastern Shore in the 1800's. Three sets of tall lancet-type rectangular windows are on each side of the building. 
An addition was made to the building in the 1950's which contains an office, utility area, a changing area and 
toilet facilities. The front exterior has a tall entrance tower at the front which holds the bell tower. Just inside the front 
entrance is a small vestibule. Two doors then open to provide entrance to the main sanctuary, a rectangular one-room 
edifice, with two rows of wooden pews separated by a central aisle, all set before an open area then the altar, pulpit 
and choir loft. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

! 1900-1999 
2000-

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

x community planning 
conservation 
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Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
!... ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ perfonning arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture !... religion 

law science 
literature !... social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Specific dates Architect/Builder 

Construction dates 1906 - 1907 (estimated) 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register --"~-Maryland Register -~)(; __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

This church is located on the right side of Route 565, Old Trappe Road, in the village of Williamsburg in Talbot County, Maryland, 
which in 1906, was the center of the small village. The existing building replaced an earlier church which was destroyed by fire. The 
Williamsburg Memorial Methodist Church (as it was known until the mid 1950's) was the center of the community and served the 
religious, cultural, educational and social needs of the predominately African-American village. Many supporters helped the church 
thrive and enabled the church to consistently meet its financial obligations. The residents of the village and the church's congregation 
were very active, very bard-working and uniformly committed to help the church grow and to assure that the church would be the 
village's main cornerstone, providing for a stable and unified community. The congregation of the church was active in all facets of 
life. 

According to the website, www.hometownlocator.com/md/talbot/williamsburg.cfm, the village of Williamsburg is located at latitude 
38.723 and longitude -76.069. The elevation is 49 feet. Williamsburg appears on the Trappe U.S. Geological Survey Map. This site 
also indicated that the area has had the earlier unofficial names of Bunker Hill, Slabtown, Stumptown and Williamsburgb. 

The village has been recognized as Williamsburg since the 1800's when the village was comprised of only a few houses, a store and 
a church. The primary inhabitants were three brothers: Robert, Frisby and Theodore Williams. Even before then, the village's earliest 
African-American inhabitants and landowners were members of the Williams family. As recorded in the 1850 Federal Census records 
(referenced on www.Ancestry.com), which was the first year the census had included Free Inhabitants of all races, the Adam 
Williams family were the earliest recorded inhabitants of the village. 

The village of Williamsburg, then called Stumptown, first originated on Old Trappe Road, between the Easton and Trappe election 
districts. However, with the completion of US Route 50 in the 1950's, the boundaries of the village now encompass the original land 
area on Old Trappe and both sides of the US Route 50 highway (now known as Ocean Gateway). 

In 1906, on property deeded from F. Carroll Goldsborough and his wife, Mary H. Goldsborough, to the Trustees of the Williamsburg 
M. E. Church, a church structure was built to replace a previous church building which had been destroyed by fire. Oral history says 
that the block/brick foundation of the church was laid by the late Jessie Webb, a well known Talbot County business owner and 
entrepreneur. Other trustees, residents and supporters contributed their carpentry, building skills and their financial support to 
complete the project. 

In the mid 1960's, many of the inhabitants relocated to other areas in search of better job opportunities, to attend colleges, to enter the 
military, due to changes in family status and other reasons. The number of active members dwindled and attendance at services 
drastically decreased which caused a change in the church's operations. For many decades, the church was a separate congregation 
with a pastor assigned to serve the needs of the church and the village. However, with decreased membership and attendance, the 
church was combined with two other churches, Scott's UM Church in Trappe, MD (5 miles from the village) and Waters UM Church 
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in Oxford, MD (ten miles away). These churches formed a three-church charge that was overseen by one pastor. 
Then, in 1997, with the frequency of Sunday services at Williamsburg reduced to once a month, the Williamsburg Church 
was formally closed and its congregation merged with the Waters UM Church in Oxford. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

www.ancestry.com 1850- 1930 United States Federal Census 
www.hometownlocator.com/md/talbot/county/williamsburg.cfm 
http://geonames.usgs.gov Geographic Names 
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http://www.mikehitch.com/trppdist.gif 1876 Centennial map of the Eastern Shore of MD 
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa 1877 Lake, Griffing & Stevenson (Publisher) - Map of Trappe District 3 Talbot County 
http::/www.topozone.com/map.asp?lon=-76.0704964&lat=38. 7215055&datum=nad83 Trails.com - Topographic map 
http://www.novacell.com/United States/Maryland/Counties/Talbot/index.php Topo maps for Talbot County, Maryland 
Book: From Pot Pie to Hell &Damnation, an Illustrated Gazetteer of Talbot County, 2004, by Laurence G. Claggett 
Oral History and self-memories 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property ~l~· ~O...~Ll'~t.. ______ _ 

Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name _lv.:..;\"i-=~""PF-Jf<-F-=-------

Verbal boundary description and justification 
Per deed dated March 14, 1906: 

Quadrangle scale: 

" ... all that lot or parcel of ground situate, lying and being in the hamlet of Williamsburg, in Easton District of Talbot County, 
Maryland on the right side of the road leading from Easton to Trappe and adjoining this lot of the said church. The lot hereby 
conveyed having a front on the County road of One Hundred and Seventy three feet ( 173 ft.) and running nearly West with the 
Church lot two Hundred and forty-five (245) feet; then nearly North One Hundred and Forty (140) feet; then nearly East, three 
Hundred and Nine (309) feet, to the County road." 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Joyce Roberts Lima 

date 9-13-2009 

467 Aventura Ct telephone 410-766-6884 

Glen Burnie state MD 21061-6101 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Department of Planning 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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