


MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Bullitt House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Bullitt House 

· llLOCATION 

I 

STREETS. NUMBER 
108 Dover Street 

CITY,10WN 
Easton - VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marv land 21601 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC .!ocCUPIEO 

X..BUILOINGIS{ :lLPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _JN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Horace C. Colew.an, Jr. 
STREET & NUMBER c/ 0 Madden nnd Hyan 

126 Dclrosl:'! Lnne 
CITY, TOWN 

Radnor _ VICINITY <?F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY Of DEEDS, ETC Talbot Countv Court House 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
FIRST 

COUNTY 

Tnlbot 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

X COMMERCIAL _PA;lK 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 301-822-61 L,,4. 

STATE I zip code 
f nn ylva11; n 190B7 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

Washington Street : -----C-ITY-.-T-OW __ N __________ __;.;; ___________________ ST-A-TE.,.---~---------

Ea!'lton M.1rvland 21601 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Town of Easton Survey by Paul Rrinkman 
DATE 

Aunust 29, 1967 _FEDERAL ~TATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEYRECOROS Harvla.nd Histor'cnl Trust 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis 
STATE 

l-lnrvland 



II DESCRIPTION 

~CELLENT 
- GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

T-\~ 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE-- --

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This eleoant l~edeiral building stands lt the corner of Dover and 
Harrison Streets nnd is notabl~ for its outstnn•1 ing brick work and exqiil-sitly 
carved front door and wood~n cornice. Recentlv restored, the building 
retains most of its origi1:;nal details . 

The main house is three bnvs wide with the main entranc,. i.n thP front 
west bav. Window and door openinn~ are evenly spaced acroQs the facade~ 
The gable roof has two dormers in each slope; the upper •-.jndow sash of these 
dormc-rs is rounded and the muntins i.nterlock to form rliamond shaped lights. 
The double chimney d Res enclosed within thP end wal 1; the chi.mnoy!I connected 
with a brick curtain hnve corhelled cap!"I. Ilf'.lhi.nd the 111c'lin hous"' is a 
cno-an<l-a-half story, thrPe bay ell which has o. continuous Flemish bond 
c-ast wntl w:ith thr. main housn. Thus they nr,.. contomnnrary. 

The wing hai:; n oable roof is finiRherl with box cornice with crmm 
and bed moldings and o tapered, bended bnrge board on the gable end. Three 
gabled dormers protrude from tl'c cof!t foo:f' slope nnn two from th"' lar'lP, :Ivy 
covcrc-d exterior chi mn"'Y on thP gnbl,.,. . An f'.lxtc-ri or hrick ovC':ll with vaul tC1d 
top about four ft'lct high is found ndj11cPnt to th~ fireplac"'• 

Th,.. ell has bP.en enlarged with a two 1;torv nnbl" roof ndr"ition in the 
corner bC'tween the m.~in housC' block nn~ the rPar wino. There is a one 
story back porch . 

To the west of th£> house is a steeply roofed f'rnme winq reputedly 
built by Hr. Bullitt for use as a law office. Desit_m,..d as a frPe stnndinn 
buildin(l ,the old offiC" - thrl'P bnv~ and one-and-a-half stories hioh - is 
conncct.ed to th"' mnin house by n one story hri ck hyphen . The roof 1 cov,.reit 
"'"i th sh i Of! les, j s "finished with a bended nnd tapered verge boa rel. The west 
gable end hns two small attic windoits with four over two sashes nnd a brick 
chimney hack e.."(J>OS"'d thl" height 01' the first floor . TherP- arr <'ntrnncP doors 
in the rnc;t bay in both front nna r('nr; six rniql:'d and brvell:e<1 pnn(', i; 
decorat"' thE> gnr<ll:'n door; the 'front door is morlern. Two nine over six 
wj.ndowsoon N1ch fiocnde li~ht the first floor room; a projecting showcasP 
between north facade windows is l"ecent . Window nnd floor frnmeF ere h,.adPd 
and decorntpd with back band moldings . The box cornic~ ha.a crown and hed 
moldinn"'i wide random-wiclth sidino is beveled, n detail al~o seen on the 
central porrion of lo8 South Hnrrison Street (T-~72). 

Inside and outside, the Bullitt House is cnre1'U11y detailed. Ornamental 
motifs are soppisticated and re~trnined; the workm3nship of briclc mason n.nd 
\mod carver is outatnnding. 

The facarle of the m.."l.in house nnd enst facnne of ma.in house and rear e>l l 
is lnid in Flemish bond brick with narrow mortar joints. 

Wi.ndow frames bave n bead and b1\ck band molding . Openings hnve flat 
arche~ of stretchers. Six over six sashes i~ u~nd in each window, nnd 
louver~d shutters. 

Th@ main entranca door is Ret in n ~ound arch ope.ninn filled with a 
transom light of potEtl design . 1'hP. Jambs are treatAd with thre" tiP.rS of 
raised nnd bP.velPr'I }'.ftncling, which corresJ>Gl1ds to the paneling of th!." door 
it~nJf . Flnnkinn the opening are slP-nder rcenc~ engaged columns which cnrrv 
a deeply molded cornice. A shallow carved chain ciocorntes the frieze . On 

th,.. eaAt fn~ade winr'lows haYc raneled jib doors . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

Whether the~~ doors once 
(CON1.) 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 
T-1J.. 

,--.. 
ERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1 499 

_1500.1599 

_ 1800·11199 

_1700-1799 

!..1 aoo.1199 

_1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__..RCHEOLUGY·PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

__..RCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

__..GRICULTUAE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

~ACHITECTUAE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

__..AT -ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICStGOVEANMENT 

_INVENTION 

- RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

XSOCIAL.l.wl 11111111 llllUI 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER tSPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES /SDI BUILDER/HCW!TfCT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

'l'hiR i~ one 0 jEaaton 1 s moi:;"t elorinnt buildings nnti wii.h the Perrin Smiih (T-24) 
House tic !Jest representatives of buildin!1S o'f the F'Pderal p~riod. The 

among - 111 • • • • • • 
~t.ructurc shows outst umJ tng era ftsmrmsh 1 p i.n 'l tf'I l>r1 ckwork and its 
cxtrnordinn.ry woodwork. On the interior, much Federal d~tnilino remninsj 
nco- class)c window nnd door trim in the muin rooms downstairs is, however, 
well ~caled ~o the structure, nnd is an interesting document of the 
evolution of a building nnd changing needs and tastes of the owners .. 

L29/Fll6 

Will Record 
L15/F298 

L211/F53 
lp35/F552 

This is a particularly significaRt build.llg, aot oaly for its the 
architectural aspects, but t•r the splendid qualities of the family vho 
built it ud lived here for a hmuired and thirty-five years. Tholl8.S 
JaDes Bullitt came to Talbot County from the lover James River area .iJa 
Virgiaia. His learned legal llind vas i.Jlvaluable durbg the early years 
of Easto•. He beught the south east corner lot at Dover ud Harrison 
Streets aad his elegant brick house vas finished by 1801. He lived to 
be aa old gentleman 8ltd devised the property to his daughter Elizabeth B. 
Hayvard. Mrs. Hqvard lived out her lite here od devised the ma.iJa house 
to her daughter Elizabeth CbamberlaiJle, vith the exceptiOJl of the frame 
buildilag which vas thea beiig used as all eftice by Elizabeth's brother, 
Hall H. Bayvard. Elizabeth Chaaberlahe was the vife of Or. Joseph E. M. 
Chamberlaiae, oae of the leading doctors in the commuaity. After his 
death, b 189.5, it vas devised te her daughter Elizabeth vho had also 
married a Bayvard. She lived out her lite here also, but deeded the 
property te her sas J. Challberlaiae and A. Bayley Hayward in 1928. 
The depressioa of the ' JOs took its toll and for the first time the 
owership vut out of the hods of the family. 

The house vas re-etructed iuide for apartmots on the upper floors 
od a COD111ercial use OJl the first floor . It poillts up an. illteresting 
adaptatio• of a the old buil.diJlg to a compatible use in vbat has become 
the busiaess area of the tova. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
nN•ds and Lani! Reoorrls, TAlbot Countv Court Hom1e. 
Photographs o~ the Owner. Honace c. Col•man, Jr. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lllJ<;EOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPfRTY NA 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

NA 

\-\d.. 

UST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Mareba L. Fritz, Consultant Cyllthia B. Ludlow, Research Historiu 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

HiRtoric EaBton, Tncorporat~d November 15, JQ76 
STREET a NUM8ER 

Rox 1171 
TELEPHONE Mr. Pnul Parson~. 
301- R22-27o6 President 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton Marylard 21601 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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, ('lg T'lo "('r ~trr"'t 
~ t'nn, ' r 1 Ttrl '>1(,C"l 

'T-1 ~ 
Tl1111·u 'Im• c-

lr ... ~ to a idt> 'lorr·h f unr<-rt'lin; no rvid~nc-f' nf narch (whi.cta wm l - Ji'lv 
b<-c>n e<'n truct('c1 rh.rin11 th,.. '1<:"rnn prr"or' ft'" btilt! nri) i vi ihl. 

""' frc>n.,. c-orn"c-r ...,_r. t._C' ~h"'llow c--rv"~ rnol<iinn 'fnv'1rt-n hv Frtfr>r 1 

~~in' P~~ton·~n, 9er<', row· or intcrlorkinn ~ircl<" nrr •1 r~. 

The> rnoln ~tair ie thC' hr~t rrrn~fn~~~ rPr' rnJ rio t ir in t town. 
vpil" 11i· ft ha l"llf'i.n rc:-~+,..nrnl r .,~l1tf;t('r"'• T'1P nrwc-1 nnrl ;., ... r1 dl,..t.-. 

~,..,.. l<'l'lril'r, lmo-1 :f"ragi.le.., n'l t pPr oilirihtlv t,.,..,,,.., th .. top. ""h,..-t- ~r 

wnvr-1ih• ~tpp br'lr.lc~t,., on +hi" orv•n t.-Jnr, t"<>u· C". ''I-<' nnrl r<:>"l n1 
t•pri"ll•t .,,." ,_hort~n\ v n!'1 1-hC' f'frr:t tw rioorn: "'"'I pin nhovt>. 

TliP FflriC' hn1l pl".n r ,,., ht\ twn ,..oomf', connC'c-trr' bv ~ w"d<' np: !"lint"I. 
w irh w • td d wh n tt r f"ront nn 5: le- win.,owl' "t'rr <:"nl r t"'r'. T i cfoor 
frlvnE>, -s wrl 1 nr. door "'r,_ winrlow f'rl'troNJ in thP l'!'\ior roo ... ., hn"' f'.lMPl" 

f1 ~trrr. nd roni"r • 
'r""nrr "'" rf'dl"ra1 \€>rfort r ntlr. ·n twn '1own.-.tnh· room-i. j\dri,,.rf in tl1r 

lC)i;n rPnrwt:'tion, thrv h v rrr-t"n •11 r oprninr-" r-n' h 11 m.- "'t'l'l""tric cn..-v 0

TI''h 

Jt>qteir .. c• r...antlr hn~ pi1 ti"' ...... h" itlr th rrctonnutar oTl<>nin" r<i n 
nl~in ~rir7'f'. rirr<' i n lin of rced'nQ nn thr cornier of t~r r~~r rory. 

Thr ""allow C'arvinn i~ nl n uA~d on rir f floor rhnirr il·. wh~rr i+ 
ii<: isth1" h~'P"'<i cfrrinn µlui:; nut ;n,, ... nnl'I nn thr intrrln .. fram<> of thc 
front tloor W)"""P r('r-t'inQ inn hrrrinri hon pa.ti' rn fr u ('t'f. ~Ii ;or t'!oor 
f'ml wif1..f<Jw o ~n·nnr htwr m_nr>lrt'f · mh.,. 

In tlic> r"a"' w:--l 1 o~ ·Pr <>ll i r'rlrrior t,..itrhpn firrnlill"<' n.ni OP"" 
t;!Pt in n hrirk wnll "'>1' FlnmiAh hon(f. 'lhr firnplnC'P oprmin" han o. ht"'VV 

w~odrn Jinte1; the ovrn penfn~ i~ roun~ rr~. 

-q..,,hinl th0 hot~r£"1 ·r: 1!1'111 hriC'le smokt>hnu.,r with c-or\)('llr(i,. VC' nnri 
lt>tl' nin t~rnt 1 ornturv vcroc- bcm,.<l. 1't i U'"'('d a n rC' , t""'t"'t" o..-fic,... 
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i. STATE Maryland 
couNTY Talbot 
TOWN Easton v1c1N1TY 

STREET No. Dover Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE Dwelling 
PRESENT owNER Yeardley B. Elder 
PRESENT usE Decorating Firm 

HISTORIC AMER ICM~ BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVE~JTORY 

2. NAME The Smokehouse 

DATE OR PERIOD 1790 
sTYLE Federal 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

T-JJ.. 

WALL CONSTRUCTION Flemish bond brick 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. OF STORIES 2t with it frame addi t. 
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

This is one of the finest Federal period town houses in Easton, 
The main house is a large brick building 3 bays wide and 4 bays 
deep. The door occupies the front right bay. It is framed by 
reeded engaged columns with a flat white molded cornice. The 
f1ieze is composed of a row of carved double circles. Below this 
is a plain expanse of board and more molding. There is a framed 
fanlight window above the door. It has muntins set in a flower 
pattern. This was the best example of a Federal doorway seen in 
Easton. It is refined and elegant and was doubtlessly executed 
by a master woodcarver. All the windows are 6/6and have flat 
granite sills and flat brick arches of rows of polished stretchers, 
There are 2 peaked dormers on the roof with 9/6 rounded arched 
windows. The muntins divide at the top into a diamond pattern. 
There is an elaborate molded cornice with a carved row of inter­
locking rings. There are two enclosed chimneys on the left end 
of the house which rise high above the roof line and have brick 
curtain connecting them. There is a small 1 1/2 storey frame 
clapboard addition to a large exposed panel of brick on the left 
end where the chimney rises within the wall. There is a large 
2 1/.2 storey brick addition at the rear of thi s house which 
probably dates from about 1850. There is also a small brick 
smo~ehouse one bay wide and 2 deep with an A-roof. 

This property has been well-restored and has much of its fine 
interior panelling. It is a very attractive and elegant town hous~ 
Its fineness of detail and well-proportioned construction make it 1

1 a very notable house. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optiorial) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior excellent 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 

DATE OF RECORD Au~st 29. 1967 
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Bullitt House 
108 Dover Street 
Easton 1942, PR 1974 
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