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DNAME 
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B DESCRIPTION 

EXCELLENT 
_ CiOOO 

:X...FAIA 

COMOtTION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

.J(,UNALTEAEO 

-ALTERED 

T-1~~ 

CHECK ONE 

.XOAIGINAl SITE 

_MOVED DATE'---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Boston Cl1ff is basically a five-bay, l~-story, br1ck bu1ld1ng built circa 1729. 
A three-bay, 1~-story extension of 20th century date has been made on the east end. 
The walls are laid in Flemish bond with random glazing. The stepped water table 
jogs above the basement windows, and there is a belt course at the second floor level 
on the gable end. Also on the glble end is one small casement on the first story and 
two on the second. The first story windows have 12/8 sash and tow lock heads. The 
central door has a jack arch across the wide openfng. There are five gable roof donners 
with 6/6 sash on the south side of the steep, asynnetrfcal roof. At each end of the 
bu11ding are tall ch1mneys with ch1mney caps having plaster bands. On the north side 
of the house fs a leanto a·cross half the structure; 1t 1s built of frame with a 
doubl~ sloping roof. 

The interior is dfvided 1nto stair hall flanked by 11ving room and dining room, 
with a den 1n the leanto behind the dining room. Original woodwork exists 1n most of 
the rooms, but the most sign1f1cant 1s the open string stair with carved flowers on 
the stair spandrels, turned balusters, and a bold handrail which extends over the 
newels, as at Hampden and Fernw~od. The structure has raised paneling, including the 
paneled wainscot and chimney wall 1n the living room. On the wall of th1s room 
pilasters flank the horizontal panels above the fireplace. Two arched closets flank 
the fireplace. 

(It was not possible to see the inside of this house for the purposes of this 
report. Reference: H.C. Forman, Early Manor and Plantation Houses of Maryland, 1934.) 

The acreage around the house 1s fanned today as part of a larger fann. Boston Cl1ff 
has always been the center of an agricultul"al landscape. 

~---- -- - -- ~ ---



I. B SIGNIFICANCE 
T-12:l 

f RI [J AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 
I 

~O~TORIC -ARCHEOLOG'l'·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTUFIE -11EUGION 

4100 1499 

1 lO H19D 

I lO 169!l 

·189 

I i..lOO 

-ARCHEOLOGY·HISTOFllC 

bGAICULTURE 

.MRCHITI:CTURE 

ART 

-COMMERCE 

-C0'1AMUNICATIONS 

~P CIFIC OATES 1729 

ATEMCNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-CONSERVATION _LAW 

--ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION _MILITAflY 

- ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

_£)(PLORATION/6ETTlF.MENT -PHILOSOPHY 

_JNOUSTflY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_JNVENTION 

BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTUflE 

_ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEAlEfl 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

- OTHER ISPECIFY) 

Boston Cl i ff has the most well-executed early Georgian 1nter1or 1n Talbot County, 
takinq into consideration those at Hampden, Troths Fortune and Myrtle Grove. It is the 

lfest dated example and the finest. Its location is attractive, and the house 
l!ITlands its site very successfully. 

Bo~ton Clfff is also unfque in 1ts use of donner windows only on the south, and its 
asvmmetr1cal roof. Its 1nter1or 1s largely intact and is of the finest des1gn and 
craftsmansh1p available at the time. 

In the Federal Direct Tax of 1798, the building stood very similar to its present 
~appearance. The brfck kitchen was smaller than the present wing, 111easuring 20' x 22'. 

At that time , it was owned by Elizabeth Dickinson. 

r The name Boston Cl1ff, a grant to Joseph Winslow, may derive from the fact that 
Winslow was a mariner from Boston, although at the time the grant was issued, he was 
~aid to be from Elizabeth City. Virginia. In 1668 he sold h1s patent of 680 acres to 
Samuel Winslow, also a mariner (1/53). William Lewis, in hfs will dated 1669 (Will 
Records , 1/13), left th1s acreage to hfs daughter, Sarah, who married Ralph Fishbourne. 
However, Lewis added that "1111e he did buy this land from Samuel Winslow, the 1ndenture 
was not yet recorded. There is no evidence that it ever was recorded. The Lewis/Fish­
bourne family lived on "Bayside, 11 and never took up residence on this Choptank River 
property. 

he use of these lands is obscured from this tfme until 1709, when it is recorded 
~h t Daniel Powell and his wife possessed them (11/120). Powell had married Susannah 
Pitt, the daughter of John Pitt, an early settler· and Quaker and a large landowner, 
in 1694. Daniel was the son of Howell Powell, a neighbor of the Dickinsons at 
Cros1adore , further down the Choptank River. 

Daniel Powell wrote his w111 in 1718, but it wasn't probated until 1732 (2/136, 
W1 1l Records) . He left the upper part of "Boston C11ft" to his son, John. with the 
proviso that John should deed over to h1s brother Joseph a tract called "Cold Rain," 
on t he Tuckahoe River. No will of John Pitt has been found; possibly he left 
'Boston Cl 1ft 11 to h1s daughter Susannah. Another son, Howell, was to inherit the 
"lower" par t of Danfel's plantation. 

John Powel l's will was probated in 1746 (003/336, Hall of Records). He apparently 
di d 1'wfthout i ssue." He devised hfs "dwelling plantation" to his nephew, Daniel 

r-" 1 kfnson, and the lower half, wh1ah had been devised to his brother Howell and "where my 
la e mother Susannah lived," to another nephew, Powell Co. According to H. Chanrllee 
Form.tn, t here is a brick on a chimney end marked with the date 1729. Daniel Powell may 

SL CONTINUATION SHEET #1. 
-------------- -- - -- - -
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may have built this house in the three years before he died. but it is also possible 
that h1s son John built it, knowing his father would leave the land to him. 

tn any case, Daniel Dickinson made this hf s home. He fathered a family of 
hr ,ons and four daughters, and outl 1ved his wife. He 1 eft "Boston Clift" to 

his e dest son. John (JB4/F41, 1778-82). with the proviso that the back room and 
chambE'r be reserved for his daughters as long as they remained unmarried. 

John Dicki nson lived only until 1794 (Will Record 5/4). His widow Betty 
raised her family there, and in 1817 she leased the farm to Cyrus Newlin (40/294), 
with the stipulation that she have the use of the back room and chamber and whatever 
firewood she needed. For this and the rental she was paid $200 yearly. 

Betty Dickinson died in 1823. Newlin put the property through a Chancery 
procedure (45/1) and was able to gain title to it for a sum of $1400 (45/5) that 
same year. In 1835 he sold the house and farm for $2000 to Colonel William 
Huqhlett (52/45), who wanted it f~r fann land, not as a dwelling. Cn 1845 this 
property. along wi th others, was devised to his second son, Thomas (9/371). This 
son wa~ moving 1nto the profession of law, and he sold back to his widowed mother, 
ary Hughlet t , the 350 acres of "Boston Cliff" that he had inherited (69/371, 1861). 

She inmediately turned it over tc her daughter, Sarah, and her husband, Captain E.L.F. 
Hardcastle (69/520). 

Only one son of the Captain's, Roberti is known to have lived in the old brick 
house, and then only for a short time. The fields were tilled, but the house was 
~o the most part occupied by tenants. It remained in the possession of the 
Har~r. ~t1e family until 1950, when the estate could be cleared and Charles J. 

p~romb and his wife, Betty, were able to purchase this parcel as well as adjoining 
~creage (287/ 584), 274 acres. The Lipscombs restored this house after its years of 
neglPct, and added a wing. In 1967 they sold their holdings (417/122). Today 
Boston Cliff is owned by Daniel Palmer (439/275, 1969). 

Boston Cliff, Otwell and Hampden are all early houses that show a great 
i~ilarity. Their owners were close friends and neighbors. They were built at 

about the same time and may have used the same master craftsmen. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Boston Cliff 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Manadier Rd., .5 mile north of Schwaninger Rd. (east to house) 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Easton _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marvland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC .&CcuPIED 

~UILDING!S) ~IVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED ·-YES UNRESTRICTED 
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DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

D. H. Palmer 
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liJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 
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PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

__ PACIK 

~VA TE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone # :(301) 479-1314 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Marvland 21601 
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Folio #: 275 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~OOD 
_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.&°'RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Boston Cliff is basically a five bay, one and one-half story 
brick building with a three bay, one and one-half story extension 
on the east end which is of 20th century date. The walls are laid 
in Flemish bond with random glazing. Its stepped water table 
jogs above the basement windows and there is a belt course at 
second floor level on the gable end. Also on the gable end is a 
small casement on the first story and two on the second. The first 
story windows have 12/8 sash and rowlock header. Its central door 
has a jack arch across the wide opening. On the steep roof are 
five 'A' roof dormers with 6/6 sash,only on the south side of the 
assymetrical roof. At each end of the building are tall chimneys 
with chimney caps having plaster bands. On the north side of the 
house is a leanto on half the structure, built of frame with a 
double sloping roof. 

The interior is divided into stair hall, living room, dining 
room, and den behind the dining room in the leanto. Original wood­
work exists in most of the rooms but the most significant is the 
open string stair with carved flowers on the stair spandrels, 
turned balusters and a bold handrail which extends over the newels, 
like Hampden and Fernwood. The structure is paneled with raised 
paneling, like the paneled wainscot and chimney wall in the living 
room. The fireplace wall has pilasters flanking the horizontal 
panels above the fireplace. Two arched closets flank the fire­
place. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC .-4RCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 .-4RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 .-4GRICULTURF; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ~CHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-Jl!"l"?00-1799 .-4RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES J7zq BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

Boston Cliff is the most well executed early Georgian interior 
in Talbot County, taking into consideration those at Hampden, Troth's 
Fortune and Myrtle Grove. It is the earliest dated example and the 
finest. Its location is fine and it commands its site very success­
fully. 

It is also unique in its use of dormer windows only on the south 
and its assymetrical roof. Its interior is largely intact and is 
of the finest design and craftsmanship available at the time. 

In the tax assessment of 1798 the building stood very similar 
to its present appearance. Its brick kitchen was smaller, measuring 
20 by 22. At that time it was owned by Elizabeth Dickenson. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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