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John W. Rue 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

\/GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 
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~LTERED 

-. /50 
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_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Bullen's Chance is located on a small inlet of Island Creek 
on Island Neck, west of Trappe. It is composed of a very tall 
one and one-half story section with a lower two story wing on the 
west and a short one story wing on the east. 

The facade of the main part has two windows with 6/6 sash 
and side door with 20th century architrave. Two dormers are lo­
cated on each side of the steeply pitched 'A' roof. The east 
gable has two windows on both storys and a broad chimney within 
the gable. Actually the east wing covers one window. The west 
wing is two bays long and extends toward the inlet. It was built 
in the late 19th century. 

Inside, the plan consists of a living room across the north 
side and a kitchen across the south side of the building. In 
the living room a 19th century stair ascends adjacent the front 
door. In the corner is a diagonal fireplace with raised paneling 
above. In the kitchen is another fireplace, but the paneling 
has been removed. Only shelves exist above the fireplace. At 
one time a partition divided the kitchen into two rooms. 

From evidence in the basement, it is apparent that originally 
the building had a central entrance and a stair in a different 
location. The plan may have been similar to Harrington, Somerset 
County or Shady Side in Talbot. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE T·t5o 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

~1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Bullen's Chance is architecturally important because it 
appears to have been built in the third quarter of the 18th 
century in a form which was not common to Talbot County, but 
more common to the lower Eastern Shore. The form, however, 
became quite popular at the end of the century and in the early 
19th century as seen in St. Michaels and at Jena. 

The building retains many fine features of its early date, 
especially the paneling in the living room. 

Bullen's Chance was surveyed in 1662 and patented the fol­
lowing year. The present house appears to have been constructed 
by either Robert or Henry Martin in the third quarter of the 
18th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust Aug., 1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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