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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Coomsbury is situated on a small branch of Island Creek
on Oxford Neck. 1In its present form it is a three part brick
dwelling, but only the central portion dates from the second
quarter of the 18th century. 1Its east wing was added in the
1870's and the west wing around 1930.

The central section is five bays long and two and one<=half
storys tall with a two story tower in the center of the north
facade. 1Its south facade is laid in all header bond above the
stepped water table and English bond below. English bond is
used elsewhere on the building as well. Above the first story
windows are deep segmental arches with a simicircular arch above
the door, the latter being a replacement of some other arch.
Beneath the replaced 12/12 sash and frames on both storys is
a recessed panel filled with glazed headers. Above the door
the panel is one brick wider than the window on each side and
continues to the cornice. Three dormers light the third story
rooms. Within each gable rises a large chimney.

On the north, the tower is occupied by the stair and entrance
thereto is on its west side adjacent the two windows in the
"Hall" and "HallChamber". East of the tower is only one window
on each story. No dormers are on this side of the roof. The
tower itself has a semicircular headed window between floors
which seems to be a modern introduction. Its roof appears to
have been clipped off at the tie beam for it has a very strange
mansard-like roof at present.

Inside the plan consists of two rooms seperated by a passage
which leads from the south entrance to the stair tower. With
the exception of the fireplaces the first story is devoid of any
period work. The stair, however, does have raised panel spandrel
and closet and a good late 18th century close string balustrade.

The stair ascends only to the second story. An additional
stair is located in the center of the second story and it retains
original turned newel and balusters which ere would expect in
the first flight. There are two room on second and third storys
with bath between.

Paneling now in the west wing probably came from the living
room. Originally there was no corridor in the dwelling, only
the Hall-Parlor and stair.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, Coomsbury is one of the most significant
vernacular dwellings on the Eastern Shore. Few building remain
which possess a stair tower, which is a 17th century phenemenon
on English vernacular houses. Only Cloverfield, Queen Anne's
County and Troth's Fortune possess stair towers. It is also one
of the few buildings in Talbot with all header bond, others being
at Cedar Point and Hassett Farm. The use of glazed headers in
recessed panels is unique in the State. If the interior was in-
tact it would be considerably more important and impressive as

— a significant historic dwelling.

In the 1798 Federal Direct Tax list, the building is listed

with a brick kitchen 16 x 20 and a log meat house 16 x 12.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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FORM PREPARED BY
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Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Marvland Historical Trust April, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle
CiITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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