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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED AUNALTERED VORIGINAL SITE
—GQoD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
~FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This early 19th century farm includes the main house with a hyphen
connecting the kitchen, a two part tenant house, a cemetery, a board
and batten barn, and a seven-hole privy. All these buildings are wood
frame structures.

The two story main block consists of a stair hall on the east
flanked by two parlors on the west, each served by an interior chimney.
The parlors are joined by double doors which slide into the wall.

These two rooms each have a plaster ceiling medallion which features
acanthus leaves radiating from a circle, in turn encircled by a wreath
of grapes, grape leaves, and vines. The hall ceiling ornament is of

a simpler pattern. Deep cove cornices complete the plasterwork

Each parlor is 1lit by two 6/6 sash windows along the facade, and
one window between the fireplace and center partition. One large
panel runs from each window to the baseboard. The wide architraves
end in corner blocks containing concentric circles. A quirk-ogee is
the dominant molding. Each door has six shallow panels. A simple
marble mantel surrounds each fireplace.

The stair has a heavy, turned newel post, slender turned balusters,
and carved step ends. The hall is 1lit by one window on the east and
transoms over the two exterior doors.

The second and third floor plans match the first floor plan, in-
cluding the fireplaces. The second floor fenestration duplicates the
first floor, while the third floor hall has two windows, and the two
third floor rooms each have a cross-gable window and an end window.

The moldings on these floors are simpler. The third floor fireplaces
have simple frame mantels. '

On the second floor there are four built-in closets situated be-
tween the main rooms. Two closets open into each room, alternately.
Each closet contains shelves and a strip of iron hooks. One closet
in each room has a built-in waist high, lidded, locked box, filling
one end of the space.

The Chance house sits over a deep, brick flioored cellar. The
cellar plan is the same side-hall and two-room plan as the rest of the
house, but all the walls are brick. One large batten door leads from
each room into the hall. The fenestration pattern is the same as on
the first floor, but the unglazed openings contain iron bars. The cellar
is entered through an exterior entrance on the east or by a stair run-
ning under the main stair in the hall. Above the brick cellar the frame
walls are brick-nogged.

The exterior appearance of the house was slightly changed later
in the 19th century. The roofline was extended by thin brackets, and
low cross-gables with cut-out bargeboard trim were added. The Gothic
peak of the cross-gable is reflected in the pointed casement window
it accomodates. The chimneys feature channels set into their east and
west faces. The two exterior doors are entered through gabled porches
There are several different exterior window frame treatments. Some
have pointed segmental arches broken by a keystone, while others have
tall window heads topped with either dentil work or a simple bar.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Most of the windows are shuttered. Some of the first floor
shutters have a lower panel section with louvers above, while
the others are all louvered.

The two story hyphen runs eastward from the south end of
the main stair hall to the kitchen. It consists of a narrow
corridor with a stair on the south, and one long, narrow room
on the north. Each room has one window. with 6/6 sash on the
first floor, and 3/3 sash on the second.

The one story kitchen wing has a gable roof running north
and south, perpendicular to the east-west gable roofs of the
main house and hyphen. There are two rooms, each with a fire-
place opening from a central chimney. Two back-to-back closets,
one for each room run from the chimney block to the east wall.

To the west of the chimney is a door linking the two rooms.

The south room has one door into the hyphen stair hall. An ad-
Jacent door which once led outdoors now enters a modern concrete-
block bathroom addition.

The north room has one door into each part of the hyphen.
This room has a winding, boxed staircase along the north wall.
There is one 6/6 sash window on the east and one on the north.

The south room's floor level is lower than the sill, sug-
gesting that it once had a dirt floor. It has one 6/6 sash window
on each of the north, south, and east walls. Also, on the east
wall is an exterior door with a small shed roofed stoop. A
built-in and enclosed ladder rises steeply along the south wall.

The two attic rooms are finished, and are each 1lit by
an eastern dormer window. The south room has an end window also.
There is no access between the two rooms.

The kitchen windows are framed like those in the main house.
The central chimney has a channel set in on each side. The
kitchen, hyphen, and main house are covered in flat green shingles.
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —_SCIENCE
~18500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1800-1699 ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC _THEATER
~1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chance House is a rare intact, unrestored house of the late
Federal period. It has highly developed decorative features and am-
enities, such as the second floor closets and the appearance of fire-
places in every room. The service wing and outbuildings add greatly
to its charm and historical value.

The most common names on the headstones in the cemetery are
Hayward and Price.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SERPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, and Merry Stinson
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust March, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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