
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Old waman's Folly 
flLOCATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

Shingle Row Road, .7 mile north of Deep Neck Rd. (east) 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Royal Oak VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marv land 
IJCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

riUILDINGISl 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC ~CU PIED 

__i,,..ff"RIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

~ 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Wilhemina Ross 
STREET & NUMBER 

1090 DuPont Building 
CITY. TOWN 

Wilmington _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Talbot County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Easton 
Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

First 
COUNTY 

Talbot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PAClK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~IVATE RESIDE"lCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATIOf< 

_OTHER 

STATE I zip code 
Delaware 19800 

Liber #: 407 
Folio #: 556 

STATE 

Maryland 21601 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

~OOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

__11!'.(i_TERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This mid 19th century frame house consists of a three bay, 
two story section with a shorter two story kitchen to the east 
and a modern two story addition on the west. A two story porch 
extends across the south side. It is supported by simple square 
posts and has a balustrade of jig saw cut balusters on the second 
floor. This side of the roof is pierced by three 6/6 dormers, 
while there are two dormers, positioned over the end windows, 
on the north. The house is covered in wooden clapboards. 

The floor plan consists of a center hall with a parlor on 
either side. There is a fireplace for each parlor, one to the 
east and one to the west. The mantels feature elongated, raised 
diamond panels. A jig saw cut wave patterned board runs across 
the face of the mantel under the central panel. The mantel shape 
is a double ogee with a central bead in plan. The interior 
architraves are framed with pilasters and topped with a tall, 
elaborately molded panel. A raised diamond shape ending in arrows 
is centered in this panel. The stair has an enormous squat·, 
turned newel. It has three straight runs of steps intersected 
by two landings. 

The parlors each have one 6/6 window on either side. The 
rooms above are similarly fenestrated. The front door has side 
lights and a transom. Two elongated octagonal panels above a 
horizontal bar and two shorter octagonal panels embellish the door. 
There is a door at the north end of the hall, also. 

The kitchen addition has one room with an exterior chimney 
and one room on the west. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

_'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 _AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

..-1'800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Architecturally, Old Woman's Folly is a typical mid-19th 
century farm house. The frame structure has a two story 
porch on its south side which seems to be a frequent occurance 
in mid-century Talbot County. Its simplicity is the most 
important feature of the house. Were it encased in aluminum, 
it would loose its charm, likewise if the porchs were filled, 
much of the original appeal would be lost. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Merry Stinson 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust April, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House. 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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