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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Ora et Labora is located on Deep Neck Road approximately two 
miles west of Ferry Neck Raod, southwest of Royal Oak, Talbot 
County. The house is a late eighteenth century structure which 
has had two major additions and some major remodeling. 

The original section of the house is the present westernmost 
two bays. As built, it was two and one-half storys, three bays 
with a central entrance on both the north and south facades and 
brick chimney stacks at both gable ends. The north and south facades 
are Flemish bond brick with a flared watertable, a three brick 
belt course, and single brick flat arch lintels. The central door
ways have been bricked in, the sash replaced, and only a single 
dormer on each facade is remaining. The interior has been remodeled 
to form one large room on the first floor. 

A two story, two bay brick addition was constructed on the east 
gable end of the original structure. The addition contains an open 
newel staircase with thin balusters in an entrance hall and a single 
room with molded chair rail and paneled dado. This section appears 
to be of the early 19th century. The brick work does not repeat 
the water table and belt course. There is a chimney stack in the 
gable end. On the north side of the addition is a one story block 
furnace room. 

The third addition is a two story, two bay frame service wing. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The original section of Ora et Labora is representative 
of the predominant form and style of brick housing in Talbot 
County. The first addition to the house is a fine example 
of how these houses were altered during the nineteenth century 
in order that they could remain architecturally fashionable. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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