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Easton Emergency Hospital (Tred Avon Building) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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fl DESCRIPTION 

..XEXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSEO 

CHECK ONE 

X...UNALTERED 

--ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_)!()RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building stands on the west side of South Washington Street in the 
commercial district of Easton. It faces east. Its northern neighbor is 
the three-story Odd Fellows Hall. 

This three-story brick building is seven bays wide on Washington Street 
and three bays deep. Its· front facade is of re•i-orange machine-made brick 
laid in common bond; common brick is used on side and rear walls. The window 
openings on the front facade are evenly spaced on the second and third floors. 
The openings are topped by segmental arches of stretchers. Sills are stone, 
undecorated and projecting slightly. Two over two sashes are held in place 
by narrow frames trimmed with a simple half-round molding. Shutters formerly 
at each second floor window have been removed. The original windows on the 
side of the building are irregularly placed and have the same trim as those 
on the front. The building has a flat roof. 

There are three separate store fronts on the ground floor, each two bays 
wide. They have central entrances flanked by large plate-glass windows, 
set flush with the facade of the building. Below each window is a low, wide 
molded panel. The two northern store fronts are connected by a bracketed 
wooden cornice at the ceiling line of the first floor. The cornice is 
decorated by pierced-work. 

The southern store front also has a cornice above the windows. The 
double entrance doors each have two molded panels with the taller one at the 
top. There is a transom light of a single clear-glass pane. 

In the third bay from the south is an entrance to the apartments anrl offices on 
the upper floors. It has a segmental arch and a transom light; there is n 
row of <lentils on the transom bar. The door frame is trimmed with wide, 
flat moldings. There is a six-panel door. The window above this door is 
longer than the others and is decorated with an iron grille. 

The most decorative feature of this building is its cornice, liberally 
treated with pierced-work carving in a zig-zag pattern. This type of cornice, 
with a brick frieze was popular about 1880 and may be seen on several other 
buildings along Washington Street.* 

The building is little changed from its origir~l appearance. The first 
floor is stores and an office; upper floors are apartments. Trim is painted 
creme. 

* #2 North Washington {T-401), #4 North Washington {T-402), 
#130 North Washington {T-41), #25 South Washington (T-411). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_OTHER I SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The building is significant both for its architecture and for its use 
as Easton's first hospital. It is a typical commercial building of the late 
nineteenth century and compatible in scale and materials with the other brick 
structures on this street. 

This building replaced an earlier building which burned in the fire of 
1878; it was constructed "ioon after the fire, probably in 1879 or 1880. The 
structure is best known as the home of the Easton Emergency Hospital, although 
its first use was probably as a hotel. 

"Emergency Hospital" incorporated and a board of directors elected in 
1906; the first hospital on the Eastern Shore, it opened its doors in the 
Tred Avon Building in 1907. It occupied the upper two floors of a vacant 
hotel. There were two surgeons, three general practitioners and fifteen beds; 
a "colored" ward had four or more beds. During the first year, two hundred 
patients, who would have had to go to Baltimore, were treated. By 1913, the 
hospital was severely crowded; a fire in 1913 threatened the building and a 
campaign was waged to builci a new structure. 

L491/F211 
L463/F21 

Ll49/Fl81 
Ll49/Fl82 
L243/F542 
L440/F608 

L68/F593 

L8VF40 
LJ /F 364 

Mrs. Anne B. Lockhart, took title to this property in 1972 
from Ralnh Weaver and Paul F. O'Neil. In 1975 she transferred 
the deed to the Talbot Real Estate Co. Mrs. Lockhart owns the 
Talbot Real Estate Co. and is the President of the Easton Town 
Coun~il. The parcel of land includes three conti~uous lots, 
two on the west side of Washington St., the third in the rear 
facinp: West St. It was formerly owned by James C. Norris when 
it was used as a hotel and subsequently, in part, as the 
Emerfency Hosnital cf Ea~ton in 1907. 

Owners durjnf this interim included Edwin G. Cover The 
Avon aealty Co. of Talbot County. Clara Russell in 193~ and 
Grace R. Schuyler in 1949. Mrs. Schuyler sold the property in 
1969 to Ralph Weaver and Paul C'Neil. 

Back in 18S4, the Miller Lodpe #1~, I.O.O.F. sold this lot 
to Thomas Robson for $400.00 and it was here that Mr. Robson 
printed his "Easton Star'' naper. This was the middle portion 
of the property. John Mason bou~ht it in 1860. Mason had 
previously bou~ht Lot #1 in 1851 from Samuel Pickerinp and in 
1876 he acquired the third lot with a l! story frame dwelling. 
Mr. Mason sold his three lots and buildinps to Mr. Norris in 
1904 for $7500.00. 

Fire swept this area several times, according to the author 
George W. Gary, a fire wiped out the building on the corner and 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
The Star-Democrat, August 21, 1974, Easton, Maryland 21601 
Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House. 
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lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY NA 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
NA 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant Cynthia B. fa1dlow, Research Historian_ 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated August JO, 1976 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 1171 
TELEPHONE Mr. Pau 1 Parsons' 
301-822-2706 President 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton Maryland 21601 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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everythinp ad~oinin~ in 1855. Whatever was rebuilt, was avain 
razed by the terrible fire in 1~7f. John Mason ran an under
takinp establishment and dealt in household furniture. He is 
the builder of the present structure after this last fire. 

The Erner~ency Hospital of Easton, located on the second 
floor of this buildinc·, was the first hospital to be established 
in the town and led to the foundin~ of the nresent-day magnificent 
Easton Memorial Hosuital. 
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1. STATE Maryland 
couNTv Talbot 
TOWN Easton v1c1N1TY 

srnEET No. Washington Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

0R1GINAL usE store and apartments 
PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT usE apartments and stores 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Vic. common bond 
NO. OF STORIES three 

2. NAME 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

T-2... 
DA TE OR PERIOD C • 1875 
STYLE Victorian Commercial 
A RCHI TE CT 

Archi tee 
ture 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

I 

This is a good example of the common type of Victorian store 
structure with shop fronts on the first floor and apartments above. 
The building is 7 bays long and all the windows are 2/2 Victorian 
segmented arched sashes. There are 3 old shop fronts and an 
entrance door on the 1st floor. An elaborate cornice of tin with 
wooden brackets runs along the roof line (the building has a flat 
roof). This structure is undistinguished but preserved the Victo- I 
rian character of Washington Street. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~ TRUCTU RE: Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (plan Optional) 

a. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 

DATE OF RECORD August 28. 1967 
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