From 1006-1913, the site of Easton's first hospital, the Tred
Avon Mtaing. is a three story “iek commercial structurs erected
after the big fire of 1878, Seven bays long and covered with a flat
roof, it is faced with red-orange machine made brick afd«in common
bond. Tts chief ornamental fmhmdnppiﬂ - wooden

cornice of & type seén on several other Easton ’bﬂildh&oﬂ of C18R0.
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DESCRIPTION e

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
XEXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X _UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building stands on the west side of South Washington Street in the
commercial district of Easton. It faces east. Its northern neighbor is
the three-story Odd Fellows Hall.

This three~story brick building is seven bays wide on Washington Street
and three bays deep. Its'front facade is of red-orange machine-made brick
laid in common bond; common brick is used on side and rear walls, The window
openings on the front facade are evenly spaced on the second and third floors,
The openings are topped by segmental arches of stretchers. Sills are stone,
undecorated and projecting slightly., Two over two sashes are held in place
by narrow frames trimmed with a simple half-round molding. Shutters formerly
at each second floor window. have been removed. The original windows on the
side of the building are irregularly placed and have the same trim as those
on the front. The building has a flat roof.

There are three separate store fronts on the ground floor, each two bavs
wide., They have central entrances flanked by large plate-glass windows,
set flush with the facade of the building. Below each window is a low, wide
molded panel. The two northern store fronts are connected by a bracketed
wooden cornice at the ceiling line of the first floor. The cornice is
decorated by pierced-work,

The southern store front also has a cornice above the windows. The
double entrance doors each have two molded panels with the taller one at the
top. There is a transom light of a single clear-glass pane.

In the third bay from the south is an entrance to the apartments and offices on
the upper floors. It has a segmental arch and a transom light; there is a
row of dentils on the transom bar. The door frame is trimmed with wide,
flat moldings. There is a six-panel door. The window above this door is
longer than the others and is decorated with an iron grille.,

The most decorative feature of this building is its cornice, liberally
treated with pierced-work carving in a zig-zag pattern., This tvpe of cornice,
with a brick frieze was popular about 1880 and may be seen on several other
buildings along Washington Street.*

The building is little changed from its origiral appearance. The first
floor is stores and an office; upper floors are apartments, Trim is painted
creme.

* #2 North Washington (T-401), #4 North Washington (T-402),
#130 North Washington (T-41), #25 South Washington (T-411).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES SYERA BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is significant both for its architecture and for its use
as Easton's first hospital. It is a typical commercial building of the late
nineteenth century and compatible in scale and materials with the other brick
structures on this street,

This building replaced an earlier building which burned in the fire of
18783 it was constructed soon after the fire, probably in 1879 or 1880, The
structure is best known as the home of the Easton Emergency Hospital, although
its first use was probably as a hotel.

"Emergency Hospital" incorporated and a board of directors elected in
1906; the first hospital on the Eastern Shore, it opened its doors in the
Tred Avon Building in 1907. It occupied the upper two floors of a vacant
hotel. There were two surgeons, three general practitioners and fifteen beds;
a "colored" ward had four or more beds., During the first vear, two hundred
patients, who would have had to go to Baltimore, were treated. By 1913, the
hospital was severely crowded; a fire in 1913 threatened the building and a
campaign was waged to build a new structure.

L4O1/F211 Mrs. Anne B. Lockhart, took title to this property in 1972
LL463/F21 from Ralph Weaver and Paul F. O'Neil. In 1975 she transferred

the deed to the Talbot Real Estate Co. Mrs. Lockhart owns the
Talbot Keal Estate Co. and is the President of the Easton Town
Council. The parcel of land includes three contigsuous lots,
two on the west side of Washington St., the third in the rear
facing West St. It was formerly owned by James C. Norris when
it was used as a hotel and suhsequently, in part, as the
Emergency Hosvpital cf Easton in 19C7.

L149/F181 Cwners during this interim included Edwin G. Cover, The

L149/F182 Avon Realty Co. of Taltot County. OClara Russell in 193¢ and
L243/F542 Grace R. Schuyler in 1949, Mrs. Schuyler sold the property in
L4LO/F608 1969 to Ralvh Weaver and Paul C'Neil,

Back in 1854, the Miller Lodgre #18, I1.0.0.F. sold this lot
to Thomas Robson for $400.0C and it was here that Mr. Robson
printed his "Easton Star" vaper. This was the middle vortion

L68/F593 of the proverty. John Mason bought it in 1860. Mason had

previously bought Lot #1 in 1851 from Samuel Pickering and in

L82/FLO 1876 he acquired the third lot with a 14 story frame dwelling.

/364 Mr, Mason sold his three lots and buildings to Mr. Norris in

1904 for $7500.00.
Fire swept this area several times, according to the author
Ceorge W. Gary, a fire wiped out the building on the corner and

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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everything adioining in 1855. Whatever was rebuilt, was again
razed by the terrible fire in 187¢. John Mason ran an und:er-

taking establishment and dealt in household furniture. He is

the builder of the present structure after this last fire.

The Emergency Hosrital of Easton, located on the second
floor of this buildinc, was the first hospital to be established

in the town and led to the founding of the vresent-day magnificent
Easton Memorial Hosvital.




L.sTaTe  Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

coonty  Talbot INVENTORY
TOWN Faston VICINITY ' 7:

. 2. NAME
STREETNO.  Washington Street él

DATE OR PERIOD c, 1875
ORIGINAL OWNER . . . .
oriciNaL UsE Store and apartments sTyLe Victorian Commercial Archited

ARCHITECT turq
BUILDER

PRESENT OWNER
PRESENT USE apartments and stores
wALL CONSTRUCTION Vic,common bond 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF sTORIES three

JaAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

)

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no

This is a good example of the common type of Victorian store
structure with shop fronts on the first floor and apartments above.
The building is 7 bays long and all the windows are 2/2 Victorian
segmented arched sashes. There are 3 o0ld shop fronts and an
entrance door on the 1lst floor. An elaborate cornice of tin with
wooden brackdis runs along the roof line (the building has a flat
roof). This structure is undistinguished but preserved the Victo-
rian character of Washington Street.

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION AND PHO™

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered Interior Exterior
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

Paul A. Brinkman

oaTe of Reccre August 28, 1967
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