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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Maiden Point is a well built Victorian farmhouse built around
1866 for Richard S. Dodson. Like many of the houses of Talbot,
Maiden Point has been remodeled and enlarged since its original con-
struction. The present house is composed of a three bay wide, two
and one-half story frame portion with a one bay, two story middle
section, a lower three bay, two story addition with enclosed porch,
all of which extend eastward. On the west side of the main part is
a three bay, two story wing built around 1920 with a twa story enclosed
porch on its west end. Furthermore, there are covered porches along
the rear (River side) of the tall portion and in front of each entrance.
All of the frame walls are covered with white shingles and most of
the windows have 6/6 sash and louvered shutters. In composition
the house is similar to Love's Folly, but is a different date by
fifty years.

Inside, the floor plan of the house consists of a stair hall
and dining room in the tall portion, a kitchen in the first wing and
two rooms in the second wing with laundry room beyond. On the op-
posite side is a large living room with sun room beyond. In 1962 the
east portion of the house was remodeled and in 1969 the sun room.
Other than that there has been no changes, probably since the photo
was taken in 1925 showing the house with the same mass as it has
today.

On examination of the cellar, a square brick foundation was found
in the center of the dining room which indicates that originally
the dining room was divided into two rooms with back-to-back fire-
places. The evidence was confirmed on the second story where the
floor has been patched.

The marble mantel in the dining room is probably re-used from
the original fireplace. Unlike most houses of this period, the
stair ascends to the second story in a flight. Other than the above
changes, there is little which is not original in their respective
postions.

East of the main house, overlooking Little Neck Creek and the
Miles River is a small early 19th century dwelling probably built
for the care taker or farm manager. It is a vernmacular structure
covered with brown shingles and composed of three sections: a two
bay two story section, a one bay one and one-half story section and
a single bay leanto. Each of the three sections contain one room
with the stair in the larger section. Originally, when the house
was only the one and one-half story portion, there was a stair enclosed
in the northeast corner. The taller section was probably added in
the 1870's or 80's. ,

A photo in the collection of the owners of Maiden Point is titled
"Cottage" and was a two story 19th century dwelling. It was possibly
the house which formerly stood northwest of the house, now in the River
where piers and a well can be seen from a boat.

Maiden Point is situated on the Miles River between Little
Neck Creek to the east and Spencer Creek to the west.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Maiden Point is interesting as a survival of Victorian farm-
house architecture of the third quarter of the 19th century. It
reflects the tastes of a modestly prosperous family of the period,
as well as the tastes of the twentieth century family in its addition

and covering of wood shingles.

It is also of interest because of the existence of a simple

19th century dwelling for those who cared for the farm.

Maiden Point is mentioned in the History of St. Michael's

Parish, published by the parish in recent years.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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