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The Perrin Smith llousn 
llQ ~ortl w~nrin~ton ~tr('et 

Caston. 'br. 1 "lnfl 21601 

'J'he> Perrin c:~ith Ho•1"r io; n~ e, 'for tl'-r ('r!itC'r of thr tottn'"' 
fi.r'Jt trnw,..ympcsr, Th~ Rf'publicnn ctnr, \>'nicti wn.~ founrlC'!rl bv Mr. ~ 1ith 
in 1Roo nnrl in thl" nnce.fitor of 1'i><' ~tnr flr"10c-rnt. !\ vc--y 1 nr()!'.' 
(~~Y~n b~y) two-nnd-a-helf tory buil~ing, th!'.'r~ i~ Cr>ntr~l nntrnncr 
r,nn stair hnll. Fr!'nt:h tioor p<'rmit nccE>s to firm floor roo-r,'". 
Occunit>d anti restorr!d by the Chrsa'P<'nk~ Br-.y Yacht Club, thf'.'.' struct\Jrc­
hnn A~nmcqquc ~unburr.tR Pn~ flutrd pil~frlrrq nn thr dor~nr~ nnd fin~lv 
r'lr>tai l<"d trnnr:om l irihts tm t•1e first fl,,or doors. 
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Town of Easton 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURV EY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Perrin-Smith House 

fJLOCATION 
STREET 8o NUMBER 

119 North Washington Street 
CITY, l'OWN 

Easton - VICINITY OF 

STATE . 
Maryland 216o1 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_XtJUILDINGHi 

_STRUCTURE 

- SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC X OCCUPIED 

.!PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

- BEING CONSIDERED 

-YES: RESTRICTED 

- YES UNRESTRICTED 

X_ NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

FIRST 
COUNTY 
Talbot 

PRESENT USE 

....AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_ MUSEUM 

- EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ,_RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_ SCIENTIFIC 

- TRANSPORTATION 

~OTHER Private 

Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club Te l ephone #: 301-822-06'*4 
~---------~---..;.._------------~ STREET 8o NUMBER 

119 North Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Libe r # : 
COURTHOUSE. Folio # : 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Talbot County Court House 
STREET 8o NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Easton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Town of Easton Survey by Paul Brinkman 
DATE 

STATE , Zl.p cod e 
Maryland 21601 

159 
o83 

STATE 

Maryland 21601 

August 29, 1967 _FEDERAL ~ATE - COUNTY -1.0CAL 

r DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

QTY, TOWN 
Maryland Historical ['rust 

Annapolis 
STATE 

Maryland 



II DESCRIPTION 

X EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

){__UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 
x 

- ORIGINAL SITE 
-MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This brick building stands on the \fE.'!':t side of North Washington Street 
in the downtown commercial district; it faces cnst . The northernmost in a 
group of five Federal row building~, the buiidino is one of the fine~t 
structures remnining from the earliest per:iod of the town .. 

Seven bays wirle, the Perrin- Smith Houne haR n central hall plan with 
two rooms to eithar side and a central entrance. 

Two-and-a-half storie~ in height, it is covered by a gable roof with 
three gnhle normers in each roo~ slopes. Huoe double chimneys rise from the 
gable ands of tha buildinQ. They h.1we corhrlled cap!': 11.nn are connected 
with brick curtains. 'rhere is passage- way b"'twcen this bui ldlnq and its 
northern neighbor ( ll3-115 North Washington, T-23); J t is covered by 
barrel vaults which carry the weight of the chimneys abo\·e . 

Flemish bond brick is used on the faco of the builriing; mortar joints 
are tooled into n narrow bead. Attention i.s given to thP briC'k pnttern at 
the corners of tho front facade; they arP terminatP.d with nn English corner. 

Window anci door openings are evenly spaced ruvl lllnborntely detailed . 
Frnmes, joined with wooden pegs, are trimmed with a bead and quarter-round 
back bond moldi no. Sills are of wood . Sn.shes nr(C twel vc 0\ er twelve 
on the second floor windows and on thP. first floor windows in the third, 
!ifth, north havs. Above windows and door ppenings is n kPystone lintel 
of light grey sandstone. They are decorated witl1 n chiseled pnttern of 
reedino ann fluting. 

lnhe mnin entrance has jambs which nre treated w"th 'flu"lh beaded 
pnncling. The transom light has an elahorate pattern of" curved, interlockino 
muntine and the six pnnel door has three tiers of raised and beveled pllnA}S . 

Like the 'ri ndo ..-s thP. donr frame i q bead en and trimmed with a ouarter-
round hncl< hnnd molding. 

In the scconrl nnd sixtll bays arc doubl<> French doors with ff'.>urtePn 
liohts of clenr nlass . Other dctnil~ - the pnnelPd jambs, trnn~om light 
nnd trim - a:r:e identical to those on the main entrnnce. 

The cornice of thjs structure, identical to those on 111 anrl llJ-115 
North Washinriton nnd 107- lD<} South Wa~hinoton Street, hns an inta·icate 
chain of cnr-vcrl wood •ts found in the posit :i on of the bed mold ino . 

Th(' cornice terminatesYcorncr blocks of car\•cd stone which duplicate 
the profile of the cornice . ~n 

The dormers retain their Federal details . They have qal>le roofs 
with cornice ant return . Pilasters fln.nk the opening; they do not reach 
the return, but have an Adamesque shield above. The round-headed window 
opening holds six O\•er six ""a.shes '1'1-f+h rounded upper 1 ights • Slate is 
used on the roof and dormer cheeks . 

On thn inside of the building much early or originnl detail remains, 
includinq the stnir and the yellow pine flooring on the upper floori::. 
For nuny years the firet floor held a secession of ahops. Now the southern 
half hou"'e the Hnrbor Cluh and the northern half is a rPntaJ office. 
Alth('lugh most interioT" detail on this floor is 9one, the rooms have been 
svmputhetically re!':torerl. 

The centrnl stnir is quite sinple; plnin rectangular lnlusters are 
. : ii ;"lff'~ tl rl ···01 is Blt"nnP~ and ren• 1. shaped. Step hracke .... s are found 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (cont.) 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

r 

. 

' . 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ---ARCHEULUGY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RtUGION 

-1400-1419 ---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION - LAW _SCIENCE 

- 1500-1599 ---AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 
- 1800-1199 ~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY _SOCIALJHUMANIT ARIAN 
!_ 1 700-1 799 ---ART -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

- 1800·1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 
_ 1900. X _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER tSPECIFYl 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
C· 1196' BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The architectural significance of the Perrin-Smith House cnn hardly 
he over emphnsized. Alono with the Bullitt House it is the mont1elabor.ate 
of Easton 1 a Federal period house and among the best preserved. * In 
every detail is displays the extraordinary attention to fine craftsmen -
ehip and delicacy of detailing so loYet:I by builders of the Federal period. 
Intended to be a fine house, it is genl"rous and s".>mewhat unrestrainerl in 
its use of ornnmentnl mantles, cornice, door and window trim. If the 
Bu~litt House is an example of the finP frae-sta~ding townhouse, the 
Perrin-Smith House fg :I.ts companion row house. * 

The building has played an equally illustrious part in the social 
and politfral life of the town. Although not built by him, Perrin Smith, 
founder of ~he Republican Star Easton'e oldest newspaper (now The Star 
Democrat~, purchased the property in 1801 nnd used th e location as hil'I 
office for many years. The structure was purchased by The Chesapeake Bay 
Yacht Club in 1911. 

•1 Other f:inc, but simpler, Federal period buildings also beautifully 
preserved are the Talbot County Historical Society Building (T-32, 
27 South 'Washington and the Talbot County Women 1 15 Club Building, 
T-11 , 18 Talbot Lane.) 

•2 Another Feaeral building, comparable in elegance to the Perri.n 
Smith H0 use is the small structure at 109 South Washington , which, 
however, is U&e<i na a privatf! re1'i'1ence. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House. 

Will Recerds, Talbot Couaty" Court House. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

DiJ<;EOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY NA 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

NA 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant CyatJda B. Ludlov, .Research Histeriaa 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated November 4, 1976 
STREET• NUMBER TELEPHONE Mr. Paul Parsons' 

Box 1171 301-822-2706 President 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton Maryland 21601 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not· constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust· 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

P8• UOI 



o" thr Opt'n-strino cottrsn. 

llQ Nnrth W hin~ton .treet 
EaBton, ~ rvlnnd 21601 

T-24 
Chr> peAl<r Rnv Y£\chf Club 

P<"rrin-Smith Hou'le 

~hP ~econd floor room~ 'U'"n very lnrqc. Tn thn ~authern room3 Fr~~r~l 
perioil mantlcr: rPmtdn. Chnract,.risticnlly thf:'V hnv~ slm1 low poometric 
carving and n frieze with shield. The front south room ri..~ntlr hna Pnqngerl 
colttnmr- 'With t"""P.ding; in th~ rr.ar the re-ctangulnr ov<:-ning ia fll\nb>d by 
douhle engnq<-rl, rAedcd columns. Tn tht" north, the mnntl,,.~ nppenr io brt-n 
rrplacrd by lnter ninPtec-nth c:en"htry ma.ntlo.s .. howinq Grerlt rP.vivnl influr.nc,.. 
The c>~ning bctv t1n northt-rn rcornc: vns Pnl.arned nnrl Victorian ionic columnc: 
inl'!PTtl'd. 

Door trcntm"'nt is quitP P-lf>qant1 thP ~·h: panPls 01' Nlch door ppcar 
on both si "!es, tho"le on thP 'frQnt b,,.i ng r.ni !'led nnd be,~<' 1 ('d. J1U11b~ re al "O 
p&nf'lf'n. C:{mph•r trra.trnent of interinr trim is tmed on thP 'Jpper floor. 

ThP ~uildfnq i~ r.nrA~ullv maintainerl and presPrved. It i us~rl a~ n 
pri.Yatl:' club. 



L27/F33 

L27/F35 
:28/F284 

129/Fl33 

',..Jill Record 
L1 •/Fl89 
. :/F83 

Thomas ?errin Smith House 
Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club 

119 North washington Street 

In 1796, ·,..,.rilliam Meluy bought Lot 130 as laid out by Town Commissioners, 
\Jith a 50 foot frontage on Washington .Street and a depth of 16 perches or 174 
feet. :ie pai:'! ;, 500 •• to John Bennett, Jr. for this property. Bennett Sr. 
had bought i- an acre as early as 1775 from Joshua Clark, of vhich Meluy's 
purchase was a part. 3en.nett's purchase cost him fl 600 •• , so it is evident 
that there vere structures already built here in 1775 as vell as 1796. ?<r. 
Eeluy immediately sold the land and buildings to Dr. Perry Noel for the same 
price. Dr. Noel turned it over to ?ev. Joseph Telford in 1799, also for 
+., 500 •• The 1798 tax assessment lists this house as ovned by Dr. '.'l"oel and 
occupied by :tobins Chamberlaine, vith an assessment on the value of .)1355.0C. 
The price \Jent up in 1801, vhen Thomas Perrin Smith bought the house and lot 
for f, 700.. In revieving these tventy-five years, vith the limitei sources 
of research available, it seems probable -c,he John Bennett Sr. built the brick 
structure and that it was improved and perhaps added to while ?obins 
Ghamberlaine occupied it. :1.obins Charr,berlaine, a son and heir of .James Lloyd 
Ghamberlaine was a very rich young man an:i was accustomed to livin::; in the 
finest style. Infact, he lived so handsomely that he soon squandered his 
fortune. By the time l<r. Smith bought the house, Samuel Nicols was the tenant. 

t,:r. Smith immediately set about ed i tin.'." and printing the first nevspaper 
j,n Easton, 11 The Republican Star". His paper, now the "Star Democrat" has 
continued to the present day. Er. Smith never married and lived with his 
sister Ann 3r.iith, who made it her home until her death. It was r'levisPd to 
her nephew General ~ichard Thomas and re~ained in the family until 1912, when 
it was bought by the Chesapeake Bay Yacht .-:;lub and has been maintai nerl since 
as their club and headquarters. 
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1. 5TATEMaryland 
couNTY Talbot 
TOWN Easton VICINITY 

T-24 

STREETN0.117-121 Washington Ste 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 
Thomas Perrin Smith 
Dwelling 

PRESENT OWN ER -----

PRESENT USE Clubhouse 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Flemish Bond Brick 
NO. OF STORIES 2 1/2 

HISTORIC MIERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVnnoRY 

2. NAME 

Thomas Perrin Smith 
DATE 0 R PER I 0 D 180 J 
STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

Federal. 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC NO 

This is the finest in this row of Federal dwellin1s. It bas been 
Tastef'ully maintained as a private club. Seven bays wide_, the Smith 
house has very fine Flemish bond briclcwork. There are three doors and 
three windows on the first floor and an areaway. There are seven windows 
on the second storey. ill of' the windows are 12/12 sashes with white 
sills and fiat wbi te arches with double keystones. The doors have 
finely detailed overlights executed in leaded glass. There are three 
pedimented dormer on the roof. They have 9/6 round-arched windows 
With :muntins patterned into an elaborate desig:a. The windows are framed 
by reeded pilasters topped with Adam sunburst designs. There are huge 
double chimneys at each end of the dwelling with a curtain between 
them. Tbe ad.de walls of the house rise higher than the roof line-
making a roof-curaatn. 

This is a very finely detailed Federal dwelling. Its proportions are 
excellent and its de.ail is restrained and elaborate • .Lt is worthy of 
the fine atttention which it has received 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optio"ol) 

n. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Excellent 
Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul Alan Brinkman 

DA TE OF RECORD 
29 August 1967 
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~ 
Perrin-Smith House 
(Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club) 
117-121 N. Washington 'Street 
Easton Quad, 1942. PR 1974 . :', . -·. 
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