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T-315 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Kirby Wharf 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rt. 50, south of Trappe 
CITY. TOWN 

Trappe 
STATE 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

.tl°BUILDING(S) ~RIVA TE 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH 

- VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

1£UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS: 

r- _SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

ilNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Granville Wise 
STREET & NUMBER 

Reeds Creek 
CITY. TOWN 

Trappe _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Talbot County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton 
IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONi3RESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Talbot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PAflK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #:(301) 476-3173 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21673 

Liber #: 507 
:e'olio #: 563 

STATE 

MaryJ and 2J 601 

_FEDERAL _$TATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

v'aooD 
-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

lt°ALTERED 

T-315 

CHECK ONE 

VORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Kirby Wharf house is a fine frame dwelling with its south­
west facade overlooking the Choptank River. The building 
is composed of three sections, a three bay, two story, hip 
roof central section with an old, two bay long, one and one-half 
story wing on the southeast and a.20th century, one and one-half 
story wing on the northwest. The central portion has·. a center 
door on both facades, the northeast having plain architrave., 
sidelights and transom. At the corners of the structure are 
p~lasters extendig~.- ~o the mod~llion cornice. ~ach· .of the ~~ ve 
windows of both storys have pairs of 4/4 sash windows and lou­
vered shutters~ .A ·brick chimney rises within the narrow ends 
of the structure. · ·"Across the entire center facade on the:·ri v~r 
side is a hip roof screen porch. 

Its early wing has an 'A' roof with leanto porch on the 
entrance side. Beneath the porch roof is a balustrade around 
the entrance to the cellar, a unique feature in the County. 
It has two doors with window between. On the roof are two small 
dormers (on each side) with.4/4 sash. Its river facade has 
been completely altered recently and has a bay window and series 
of three casements. On the outside of the gable is a brick 
fireplace and chimney typical of 19th century work in Talbot', 
Dorchester and Caroline Counties. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 J&RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_!(1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF $1~NIFIC.ANCE 

T-3J5 

_RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Kirby Wharf is an architecturally significant dwelling because 
it represents cross between the Greek Revival_911q Italianate styles. 
It is ,a.mid-century dwelling with a hip roof usually associated 
with houses of Georgian style. In that respect it resembles 
Ingleside, but is half the size. It retains many good original 
details of the 19th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



1-3)5 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~,ARATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

IIIJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Mar,Yl and Hi storj ca] Tn1st 
STREE & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

DATE 

May, 1977 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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