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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

C1ilora's Point is located at the tip of Island Neck overlook­
ing the vast expanse of Choptank River toward the Chesapeake Bay. 

The house is a curious combination of materials, periods and 
style. It p~esently has a substantial east-west axis with wing 
on the south. Its entrance is located on the south facade west 
of the wing. 

AppaPently, the first house was the first story of the wing 
and was a brick one and one-half story dwelling built in the late 
18th century. The first story walls remain of that building, and 
are essentially,relatively intact. Its chimneys have both been 
removed but the bases are still visible in the basement. A portion 
of this section extends into the present east-west axis. 

The next portion of the building occurred when a three bay long, 
two and one-half story wing was added onto part of the south facade 
of the building, the section which is now the stair hall/entrance 
and the living room. The juncture of the two in such a manner must 
have been curious and undoubtedly needed a new section of roof 
constructed to shed the water away from the new wall. Most of this 
section remains with few alterations. It is three bays long and 
two and one-half storys tall with side entrance and two dormers 
on each side of the 'A' roof and a chimney on the west gable. Its 
original late Federal interior remains almost intact. 

The third addition appears to have been an extension onto the 
brick section and the heightening of that entire wing, which was 
then the principal axis. This apparently occurred around the 1870 
80 period. 

Around 1920 a two story portico was added to the west end of 
·the 1830 section and a large kitchen wing was added to the east, 
creating the major axis which exists today. Subsequently the second 
story of the portico was enclosed and the first story screened. 
Very recently a new room off the kitchen was built on the north. 
Other porches, open and closed,are situated on the north of the 
building. 

North of the house is a small plank meat house covered with 
vertical planks. 
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Architecturally, Chlora's Point is a curious combination of 
vernacular and stylish structures. The first two sections of the 
house were typical of vernacular buildings of their period. They 
have, however, been incorporated into a more pretentios dwelling 
than its transformation into a Talbot County country house by 

--

the 1920's alterations. Enough fabric of each building period 
remains to tell its story although most of that will be found 
within the house. Some of the details of the 1920 dwelling resemble 
details of Snug Harbor built in the same year. 
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Maryland Historical Trust April, 1977 
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Shaw House. 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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