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Pickwick 
St. Michaels 
Private 

Circa 1835; Circa 1865 

Pickwick, located at Little Neck Creek, a small tributary of the Miles River, is 

composed of a one-and-one-half-story, five-bay vernacular structure with a lean-to shed 

and frame kitchen to the north and a two-and-one-half-story, three-bay wing to the 

west. The interior detail in the long section dates to the second quarter of the 

nineteenth century; the wing appears to be from the third quarter of that century. The 

early section is raised on a brick foundation and covered with plain weatherboard. It 

has a central entrance shaded by a porch with a steeply pitched gable roof. Originally 

there were chimneys at both gable ends, but the east end's chimney disappeared. On 

the rear is the lean-to shed, and beyond this is the frame kitchen. Because of its size, 

the wing is now the principal part of the dwelling. It is covered with weatherboard like 

the early section and has a bracketed cornice. Outbuildings from the first period of 

house construction include a slave quarters and a dairy. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Pickwick is located on Little Neck Creek, a small tributary 
of the Miles River between Newcomb and St. Michaels. The farm is 
adjacent~aiden Point with which it has much in common. 

It is composed of several sections consisting of a five bay long 
one and one-half story section with leanto back shed connected to 
an old kitchen with a tall, two and one-half story, three bay wide 
and two deep, frame addition on the west and a long run way to a 
one-time quarters. 

The one and o~e-half story section appears to be the earliest 
part. It stands upon a brick foundation and is covered with plain 
weatherboard. The windows have 9/6 sash and louvered shutters on 
the first story and two dormers flanking a porch pediment, a later 
addition. There is a chimney on the west gable, but the east chimney 
has disappeared. To the rear is a shed across three of the five 
bays and beyond that, set at right angles to the house is a frame 
kitchen. Beyond the kitchen is a dairy which has been engulfed in 
the recently constructed run-way/guest quarters. . 

The west wing is really the principal part of the composition 
now. It has three windows on each story and two dormers in the attic, 
all with 6/6 sash. The weatherboard is like its earlier neighbor. 
Originally the first story, east bay was an entrance, but this has 
been relegated to the main pediment of the wing. There is a brick 
chimney painted white on the west gable. 

Inside, the building has a typical two room and central stair 
hall plan in the old part and a stair hall and single living room 
in the large part. The living room was probably two smB:ller rooms 
as was the case with the dining room at Maiden Point, next door. 

Much original detail remains throughout the two sections. 
Judging from the woodwork, the early part dates from the 1830-40 
period and the tall extension from the 1860's. The kitchen and 
quarters, which closely resemble one another, also date from the 
earlier period. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Pickwick is a significant dwelling of the second and third 
quarters of the 19th century. The first section is a vernacular 
structure with a few traces of the increasing popularity of 
"stock11 interior detailing. Its addition is entirely the product 
of the machine age. 

Pickwick is important for it retains original auxiliary 
buildings of the period including the kitchen, quarters and dairy. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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