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Hopkins House, Wye Mills, was built in 1881 for Dr. Howard 
Hopkins. It is a moderate size frame dwelling, two storys tall, 
built on a 'T' plan, with the base of the 'T' extending southward. 
The latter base is three bays long with entrance adjoining the top 
of the 'T'. The entrance has side lights and transom and the windows 
have 2/2 sash and louvered shutters. German siding covers all walls. 
At the center of the 'A' roof is a steeply pitched gable with small 
semi-circular headed window. At the apex is jig-saw decorative work. 
Across the east facade of this portion is a one story porch with plain 
balustrade and no brackets (removed and stored in barn). 

Of the other portion of the house, the principal element is the 
east gable which has a broad bay window on both storys. The first 
story bay has three windows set on three planes of the bay while 
the second story has four windows extending across a rectangular 
bay, each of the windows having decorative panes. In the gable, 
which is broader than the small gable of the adjoining_ portion, is 
jig-say decorative work with two windows beneath, similar to the 
aforementioned gable window. 

Along the north side of the house is a porch with pierced splat 
balustrade. Two doors and two windows open onto the porch. On the 
west is a leanto. Several buildings closeby are part of the composition. 
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Architecturally, the Hopkins House is similar in form to 
Dolvin, just south of Wye Mills. The chief difference, besides the 
fact that Hopkins House is frame, is that Hopkins House was built 
at the same time whereas Dolvin incorporates an earlier vernacular 
structure. It is the most architectural of the buildings remain­
ing in Wye Mills. The fact that it was built by a doctor represents 
the importance of a doctor to a community in the 1880's, just as 
the miller usually established himself in a good dwelling in the 
earlier period. It is of interest that Dr. Hopkins was also the 
son of the miller at Wye Mills. 
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