
Rowen's Annex, South Building 
Einht North Washington 
Enston, ~lnrvlnnd 21601 

T-J6 
Cl79"> 

The barr~l vault covered w lkwav, now enclo cd, n1nning betwPnn 
this buildi~p anrl Six ~orth ~a hington Street indi~atc thnt thP buildtnoq 
nre contP porari ~. Tvpicnl of mode t ederal build:inq • this on i 
thre~ bays wid~ nd h A Flemish bond brick facad~. Tt is now conn"ctc~ 
to 't' 11 North Wn hinqton Strc:-et, sin1iliar tructure. Moat int"rior 
details llnY bern lost. 
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. UNAME 
HISTORIC 

ANDtOR COMMON 

Rowen'$ Annex, South Buildin~ 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

~ North Washington Street 
CITY. l'OWN 

Easton - VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Marylnnd 216ol 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

XBUILOINS 

-STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-PUBLIC ..!OCCUPIED 

lLPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS .XYES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

~~~~~~P.-.ow~e_n_s~S_t~ationery, Tncorvorat~d 
STREET & NUMBER 

o. o. Box 166 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton - VICINITY OF 

ilLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Talbot County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washinnton Street 
CITY.TOWN 

Easton 

Ii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

FIRST 
COUNTY 

Tnlbnt 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

~COMMERCIAL _PA>lK 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone i : JOl-822-2095 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
Maryland 21601 

Liber #: !j.CJ6 
Folio #: 452 

STATE 

Mnrvland 21601 

1967 Survey of East on, Maryl and lly Pau 1 Bri nkllll\n 
DATE 

'.ugust 28, 1967 r DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS ~ryland Historical Trust 
QTY.TOWN 

Annapolis 

-1EDERAL X-slATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

STATE 

MarV]eod 



IJDESCRIPTION 

_£J(CELLENT 

_ GOOD 

-:_FAIR 

CONDfTION 

-DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

!..ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

...:..ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DAT- ---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building is the southern structure of '-'hnt is cal.lerl "f?owen 's 
Annex" . It is joinecl on the north to another 2~ story Federal bui ldina 
(T-403) and they share a common store front. The buildings stand on the 
east side of Washington Street in the COJT11T1ercial district acorss from 
Tal hot County Court House Square. 

This is a Ferleral buildinq, ">1/. stories hiph and three bavs wide. Jts 
front £acade is of brick laid in Flemish bond. There are two oable dormer~ 
in the west slope of the oable roof. Litt le of the earb· character or 
~etailina remains. 

Original windows mav be seen on the second floor front facade. The 
opening has a (lat arch of gau~ed brick; the unbeaded winnow frames hold 
:nine over six sashes. The sills are molded and project .from the wall 
surface; thi..; detail is unusual in the existinq Feder.'ll period buildings 
in Easton, but is also seen on #10 North Washington Street (T-!10.3). Old 
pictures show louvered shutters at these windo..,.rc;. 

The dar ners hnve a crownmold1 cornice and return. The pilasters 
-flanking the 6/6 sa!";hes have broad ri;oedinR a.long their entire length 
and plain bases . The cheeks are covered with sheet metal. 

The cornice lofith modillions appears to be a recent replacement 
and is identical to the cornice on #10 North Washington, Rowen ' :' Annex 
South Building .. 

The roof of raiserl ~Pam metal meets the brick curtain of #6 North 
Washington Street (T-J5) . The roof and cornice levels of the two structuras 
match; thes~ build·ngs have a barrel- \•nult covered walkWay bebtecn then. 
This walkway has been enclo<led but would resemble that which mav ~till 
be 5ecn between #115 (T-2') anrl #119 (T-24) North Washington Street. Double 
chimneys with a connectinQ brick curtain :formerly rose above the walkway; 
the weight of the chimney was carried by the vault. 

The bas,.rnent and first floor have been converted to store sales areas; 
the second £loor is now rented as offices. No early dctAila ar~ visible on 
these 'floors. On th~ tqirci poor the only early rfE>tai 1 c: ar"' n bonrt1 anrl 
botten door and thP-~a~~m~ ~hgg~s; both of thPse dPta31~ are a very simple
almost crude - treatment. The outline of the chimnPvq may be s~en on the 
southern wall. This !loor ifl used as storage . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

,,-,., 
1ERIOO 

-"REHISTORIC 

-1400·1499 

• -1500·1599 

_1800·1699 

~1700· 1799 
-1800- 1899 

_1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ··CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEULOOY ·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PL.ANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

--ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW 

--AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS - LITERAT\JRE 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART _ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

- RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

- SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

- OTHER ISPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC OATES Cl795 BUI LDER/A'ftCl11'f!eT Wi 11 iarn Me buy 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A l arge number of Federal style bui.ldings were conir;tructerl alono 
Washinoton Street after th~ present courthouse building was constructed 
in i791,i. . These buildinqs, houses , shops and stores , formerl the nucleus 
of the present tmm of Easton counnercial district . This buildino is 
sianificont - even in its alteren state - because it i.s one of these 
early structures. 

This building was probably constructed between 1791 and 1798 by a 
William Mebuv who owned a lease on the property for those years. When 
he sold the lense to Bennett Wheeler in 1798, n brick huildino was 
standing at this location; it was occupied by Mr. Wheeler who may have 
J(ept a store on the first floor. Its use for many years after has not 

~ been discovered , however , by the turn of this c~ntury it housed a drug 
store ns did its nP.ighbor, #6 North Washinnton StreP-t. 

L496/F452 

L400/F45g 

L397/F592 
L246/F464 
Ll20/Fl0 

1975 saw the end o:f a .fine, old, hardware store, known 
as Shannahan and Wrightson,when the property was bought by 
Rowen 1 9 Stationery, Inc. The transaction included three 
adjoining parcels of land and buildings. This port j on was 
deeded to Shannahan and Wrightson in 1965. It was sold to 
satisfy the creditors o.f Elmer E. Fox and his wi.fe Charlotte, 
who had purchased it from the Hup.tes family in 1940. Walter 
Hughes was running a druf store here as earJy as 1893, when 
it was sold from the estate o.f Mrs. Ariana Leonard. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

DPeds and I.and Records, Talbot County Court House. 
Pictured in Ingraham, Prentiss . Land of Legendnry T..ore , (FAlston, Marvland: 

The Gazette Publishin~ House} 1898. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

llJ<;EOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ NA _____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

NA 

U ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPIN G STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM E/TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz , Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Cynthia B, I.udlow Researcb Hi•torian 
OAT( 

Historic F'Alston, Incornorated Aucrul!lt 17, 1976 
STREET• NUMBER 

Box 1171 
TELEPHONE\fr . Pnul Parsone, 
301-822-2706 Pre~id0nt 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton Marv land 21 (>Ol 

The Maryland Historic Site s Inventory was offic ially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be £ound in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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1. STATE Mary I and T-J6 HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

couNTY Ta I bot INVENTORY 

TOWN Easton v1c1N1TY 
2. NAME 

STREET NO. w'ash i ngton St• 

ORIGINAL OWNER DATE OR PERIOD c. 1820 i 
STYLE Federal I ORIGINAL USE Rowhouses (?) ARCHITECT 

PRESENT owN ER Shannahan&Wr i fihtson BUILD ER 11 
PRESENT usE Store ~-------------------
WALL coNsTRUCTION FI emi sh bond brick 3. FOR LIBRARY oF coNGREss usE 

~-N_o_._o_F_s_T_o_R_i_E_s_~_'_l_/_2 __________ __, ____________________ __J 
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, H1sToR1cAL s1GN1F1cANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN To PuBuc yes I 

The Shannahan and Wrightson Hardware Store 1s composed of two 
late Federal-style row houses each three bays wide with gently 
sloping A-roofs. The first storeys of both bui !dings have been 
remodeled into a neo-colonial shopfront. The second storey~, 
although sand blasted too much, sti I I retain their fine brick 
work and their 8/12 windows with flat brick arches and molded 
wooden si I Is. A heavy cornice with modi I lions runs along the 
roof line. 
The row house on the left has 2 9/6 round arched dormers with 
radiating muntins. The one on the right has plain µeaked 
dorn~rs with 6/6 windows. 
Although altered, these two row houses sti I I retain much of 
their original style and if treated with more care could be a 
fine addition to the Easton architectural scene. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optio...al) 

n. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior 

good but restored 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 
9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 

DA TE OF RECORD 28/ 8/ 1967 
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~n's Annex, South Building 
8 North Washington Street 
Easton Quad, 1942, PR 1974 
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