
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Lowe' s Farm · 
fJLOCATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

The south.em.most drivewa off the first north fork of Kirkham south 
am. CITY. TOWN 

Kirkham 
STATE 

Maryland 

_ VICINITY OF 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~CCU PIED 

_i&iu1LDING(S) ..,PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

•_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
.---""" ,~, _OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~o 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Stephen M Escher, Jr. 
STREET & NUMBER 

Stoney Hill 
CITY. TOWN 

vaniJ ey _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 

REGISTRY oF oEEos,ETc. Talbot County courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CON_GRESSIONAL DISTRICO 

First 
COUNTY 

Talbot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

__ PAt'lK 

~IVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Telephone #:(301) 822-4522 

PA 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE , zip code 

342 
26 

STATE 

Maryland 21601 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

,---~~ DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

LFAlft 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

..-6RIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This early 19th century, one story , frame cottage must be 
one of the smallest and latest, but also most charming, examples 
of the hall and parlor floor plan. Although not fully restored, 
the house has been well stabilized with a concrete block founda
tion, wooden clapboarding, and a new roof. 

Each room is lit by a single 6/6 window in both its south 
and north sides, and is heated by an interior end chimney. A 
beaded board partition separates the two rooms. The west room 
is entered through identical doors on the north and south, each 
topped by a four pane transom. On the east exterior end the 
5:1 bond chimney back and original beaded clapboards are exposed 
where they were once protected by a small one story kitchen 
addition. 

Each mantel is nicely finished with cavetto-astragal and 
small ogee moldings and reeded pilasters. The architraves and 
chair rail exhibit unusual moldings, a slight ogee with a tiny 
astragal, or a very small cavetto-astragal. A cupboard with 
glass doors is set in the northwest corner alongside the chimney. 
A winding boxed stair rises in the northeast corner. The door 
under the stair once led to the kitchen addition. 

The loft is lit by two dormers on either side of the east- -
west roof slope. The space is divided into two rooms by a beaded 
board partition. The west room is heated by a fireplace with 
a simply framed surround. The sloping shoulders of the chimney 
are exposed and plastered. 

An interesting barn, perhaps of the same period as the 
house, exists on the property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-1400·1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-1500·1599 --AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS 

-1600-1699 &RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING 

L°l800·1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIA UHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The small dwelling on Lowe's Farm is one of the significant 
vernacular survivors of .frame b11tld:I n~s dating from the late 18th 
century or early 19th century. In form it is similar to several 
early buildin~ but unlike most, it has surived with few changes. 
It probably was closely related to Sunny Side, the original cen
tral part, prior to its subsequent addition and remodeling. It 
retains many original features of the period, especially the in
terior trim. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET Il:' NECESSARY 

IIIJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Merry Stinson 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust April, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Cricle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Magland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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