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McCrory's 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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McCrory' T-38 
2l1: North Wn M.ngt on Strf'et ClAoc; nnd Lnt r 
En tont Mllrvlnnrt 1601 

nll and well-proportionE'd, th "c-Crorv' l 1i ldin dd to thr 
intrrr t of the 1</a hington Str~nt cc:nrmierciol district. Ori~inallv 

uilt bn:fore 1801;) it i on of £ ton's enrH,..r structure nnd survivn 
x mpl~ of n Fedrr~l Pf."riod buildin r ~tc-d to serve n 

torc-1 ou c-. Th.r<>"' nd hnl'f• tori s in hf'i11ht, it hns •lemiAh band 
brick on thr front f o de t k y~ton"' windov nrrhes o~ tan and ton--. 
1'hc n nrd roof which now cov('rR the huildin wns nddrd about 1920. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST T J8 
"'"~l.\'!o'\ '2,l007 

Town of Easton 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

"lcCrorv's 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

24 North Washington Street 
CITY_ rowN 

Easton VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 21601 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILDINGISi _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES- RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

FIRST 
COUNTY 

Talbot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA;lK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDt NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPO'lTATIO' 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Mr. ~-F• Brittingham, Manager Telephone #: JOI-822-0866 
~~~~~~~~~~~-

STREET & NUMBER 

24 North Washington Street 
CITY, TOWN STATE , Z1p code 

- Easton _ VICINITY OF !'-larylanrl 21601 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Ta lhot Countv Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY_ TOWN STATE 

Easton Marvland 21601 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This structure at 24 North Washington Street, is thP largest huilrling 
in the commercial district of Washington Street. Tt stands on the east 
side of the street, snuth of T~e Maryland National Bank. and is onP of the 
most prominent buildinqsin town. 

The brick building is five bavs wide and four stories in height; the 
forth floor is a mansard roof which was added between 191S and 1q27. The 
building is now connected in an "L" to a modern building which fronts on 
Goldsborough Street. The original portion, however, is about thirty feet 
in depth. A modern store front occupies the first floor. 

The building has undergone major changes since its initial con~truction. 
Erected c1805 as the store house of Owen Kennarci. it '-"BS a three-an<l-a-hal f 
story building of the Federal type. There was an A-roof which had two 
dormers facing west onto Washington Street; there may also have been dormers 
in the eastern slope of the roof. Huge double chimneys with curtains between 
them rise from the center of each gable end wall; these date from the 
original period. The outline of the base of these chimnevs may be seen, 
al though the wal 1 was bui 1 t up when the r:1ansard roof was added. 

The brick of the front facade, dating from 1Ro5 is laid in Flemish 
bond. Although the wall has been painted, the brick work mny be seen to 
be very nicely done; side walls are common brick laid in Liverpool bond. 

The second and third floor windows are evenlv spaced. Thev hav" f'lain 
trim joined with wooden pegs and an ovolo back bond moldina. Twelve 
over twelve sashes are used on the second floor and eight over eight sashes 
on the thirrl • .\hove the window openings is a flat kevstonP arch made of 
light tan sandstone. A simple arch without the carvina seen on other Easton 
buildings of the period, they are set flush with the brick wall surface. 

Sometime in the nineteenth centurv, the structure was evidently 
converted from a storehouse to two stores. It wns also modernized, probahlv 
in the third quarter of the nineteenth centurv. Old photoqraphs show that 
the flat keystone arches have heen covered with bracketerl hoods. probAblv of 
carved wood. The cornice was also chanqed and a heavilv bracketed one 
installerl. 

This cornice may be the one which remains on the structure: if not it 
was similiar. The present cornice has a wide overhang and ornamental 
brackets over each window. 

Photof'raphs taken c1q1") show the structure in its second phAse. In 
1Q21, the Sanborn Map shows its mansard roof. The interior also seems to 
have underqone a renovation about this time; interior details of the 
upstairs - then used as offices - would seem to date from c1q20. Hoods 
above the windows have been removed. 

As it remains, the mansard roof is covered with diamond-shaped 
shingles. A wide sher:l <iorrner containing six windows with sashes protrudes 
from the front. There are two small winnows with nine over nine on either 
side of the chimnevs on the side walls. 

The upstairs i~ no lonqer occupied; in fair condition no early 
details remain from the earliest period. The exterior is well maintained 
despite the modern store front. The brick walls are painted red. Trim 

and the mansard fourth floor is white. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

.'-1 700-1 799 

1:£..1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

--AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

__ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT Owen Kenm1rd 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The structure is significant for its architectur~. Tall anrl 
well proportioned, despite alterations, it contributes to the interest 
of Washington Street. Built befor(> 1805, it is one of Easton's earlier 
structures and survives as an example of a Fe<ieral period commercial 
building. erected to serve as a warehouse. 

The builder was probabJv Owen Kennard, a prominent fiqure in the 
early life of the town. He owned several lots along Washinqton Street. 
includinq a house which stood at the si.te of the present Marvland 
National Bank building. 

»h-; ior '11 tf>rations, nrob:'tbly matie nr01md J q20, are i nt!"rPst i n:i and 

well sc~led. 

129/Flll 

L$0/F33 
L83/Fl9$ 

1172/FlOl 
L208/F275 
L273/F29 

In 1801, Owen Kennard bought the northern part of the lot 
Susannah Robins, now married to Robert Lloyd Nicols, had 
inherited from her brother Geor~e Robins.The parcel measured 
4$ feet 10 inches on Washin~ton Street with a deoth of 229 
feet 9 inches. Owen Kennard erected a large brick store/house, 
certainly the most imposing structure at that time in the 
fledglin~ town, aside fro~ the Court House. 

In 1876, the buildine was sold by the last of the Kennard 
heirs to John W. Jump. He and his son John J. Jump ran a fine 
dress and household ~oods store for about forty years. The 
Jump heirs sold it in 1915 to David Gregg, who made many 
improvements and additions to the store and has leased it out, 
for many years, now to McCrory's. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Deecis anrl Ltmci Recorcis, Talbot County Court House. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

UiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATl!o PROPERTY N-\ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated September 13, iq76 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 1171 
TELEPHONE Mr. Paul Parsons' 
301-822-270~ President 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton Marvland 21601 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• I IOI 



lJ.J 
N 
;:;; 
UJ 

:::< 
<( 
V) 

u.. 
0 
1-
LLJ 
UJ 
I 
V) 

z 
0 
0 
UJ 
0 
0 
<( 

LLJ 
l'..O 

>.... 
:::>: 

0 
:I. 
c.. 
w 
z 
<( 

z 
0 
I
<( 

:.<. 
-~ 

c 
u.. 
z 

< 
1-
z 
LL.I 
:::>: 
w 
..J 
c.. 
c.. 
::i 
I/) 

1. 5TATE Maryland 
COUNTY Talbot 
TOVIN Easton VICINITY 

STREET No. Washington St 

ORIGINAL OWNER --

ORIGINAL USE Store ? 

T ... 38 

PRESENT owNER McCrory Dept. Store 
PRESENT USE Store 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Flemish bond brick 
NO. OF STORIES 4 (Mansard) 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVnnoRY 

2. NAME ---......-
DA TE OR PERIOD c. 1850 
STY LE Altered Federal ? 
ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC NQ 

This str:Dcture, four storeys in height, is now crowned ri th a ¥.ansard 
roof .From the appearance of the second storey windows and the 
chimneys at each end, it is possible that this is a late Federal 
structure mch was remodeled in Victorian times. The building is five bays 
Wide and three bays deep. The first floor is now occupied by a store
front, the design of which harmonizes rather well with the rest of the 
building. The secondl storey has five 12/12 sashes topped with Federal 
style granite lintels with double keystones. The third floor "Windows 
are 8/8 sashes whose tops abmt flush against the cornice frieze. 
Projecting from the Mansard roof is one huge modern shed dormer 
containing six windows. A heavy Victorian cornice runs along the roof 
line and is supported by cut brackets. Huge double chimneys with 
curtains between them are at either end of the building. 

It is possible that this building dates fr.om Federal ti.mes anlli bas been 
altered but it is also possible that the Mansard is original and it 
is victorian in Period. In either case it,.,.,is an attractive and 
well-maintained structure. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optio.,ol) 

n. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior 
Very Good 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

~.NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul Alan Brinkman 

29 August 1967 
DA TE OF RECORD 

I 
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