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Old Frame Hotel (Nevius & Frampton Hardware) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 04-05-2004 



• 

N v and J• pt on rd war 
The Old ra Hotel 
0?1 Gold~hornuoh Strc~t 

ton, M rvl nrl 21601 

Orit'linall ·con ruct~d a n hot~l in 1866 bv GPor P 
fad Jt'wn • thi!'; thrC'c- torv fr .- bui ldin had h 11 ow hi PIX' 
roof nrl lt Honatc c1""tnil in nd re~ ble>d 'thP North 
Buildinq flll0-112 'forth \o<a hf n +-on StrP. t (T-' 0). 

ln 1807 the buildi nt'I wn rC"model d by it 
N •i 11 and Fr mpi on, I ncorpor t f'c'I, ns 
warehou ~ wa al o built at tlnt time, 
horsc-r'lrawn far t'i" chi.n rv thrv old . int 
th~ rdwarP- rrtor~ rcm<iin much ~ it ~~ When first re ~rl d. 

ny of the nccoutnrmnnts or the turn-of-thP-Ct'ntury tor<' 
tand be idc electric nppli nr- nnd power tools. 

Althour-h the earlier hotels on the site must have had a 
very real place in t he social and economic life of the young 
town, one cannot underestimate t he impact of the hardware 
store that has been run continuously since 1899 hy Simon Nevius 
and his s ons Carl and Ronald. This is a rare heritar e to 
cherish • 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST T 39 
C> "30. "'~" ~\O 

Town of Easton 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Old Frame Hotel 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Nevius and Frampton Hardware 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

One Goldsborou~h Street 
CITY. l'OWN 

Easton VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 21601 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~CCU PIED 

.XBUILDINGil ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 
_STRUCTURE _eoTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

~ _OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Nevius and Frampton 
STREET& NUMBER c/o Carl A. 'Nevius 

Matthcwstown Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton - VICINITY OF 

. IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Talbot County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY.TOWN 

Easton 

IJREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Town of Easton Sw-vey by Paul Brinkmnn 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

FIRST 
COUNTY 

Tnlbot 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

~COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 301-822-1350 

STATE I zip code 
~\.an· land 21 ~ill 

Liber #: 131 
Folio #: 361 

STATE 
1'.aryland 216ol 

August 2CI , l Q67 __fEOERAL :!..sTATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Maryland Historical Trust 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis 
STATE 

Maryland 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATEO 

T-39 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE _ EXCELLENT 

- GOOD 

X fAIR 

-RUINS 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALT£RED 

~LTERED -MOVED DATE----
_UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Nevius and Frfimpton Hardware building stands at the north east 
corner of North Washington and Goldsborough Streets. The store faces south . 

This is a three story frame structure which is three bays wide on 
Goldsborough Street and three bnys wide on North Washington Street. A two
story warehouse addition hns been constructed on the enst side; this addition 
is five bays wide on Gold8borough Street and two bays deep. After n fir~ in 
1955 the present flat, built-up roof replacp.d the earlier hipped roof on the 
main portion of the building; the warehouse has a shallow gable roof. Grey 
nluminum siding has covc.-red the wooden weatherboarding on the main portion 
of the b~ilding; the warehouse is covered with matal sheathing • 

.\.s it now stands the main entr'.lnce to the structure is found on 
Goldsborough Street in the store front that was ndd,.d when the building was 
converted into a hardware store in 1897. The door is recessed and set between 
two plate-glass display windows, n common store "front configuration. A 
bracketed cornice with pierced-work ornament surmounts the store front and 
is contemporary with it. Although it is no longer used, the original entrance 
door remains in the e11st bay. It has an overlight and sidelights. The door 
has glass in its upper portion and four panels beneath. This entrance led 
to n stair hall which is now used as an office. 

Window openings rP.main only on the south nncl west facades; on the south 
they nre positioned in n wny which reflects the presence of thP eta;.,. and 
narrow room at the hend of the stair in the east bny. Windows on the west 
facade are evenly spaced, two to a bay. Sashes are six over six throughout . 
The trim is narrow, about one- and-a- half inches wide with a bead. Sills 
are unmolded and set flush with the wall surface. As seen in old photographs, 
shutters once flnnked all windows. 

At the time this building was converted to a store, the projecting 
window boxes were inserted in the w~st wall in the two northern baya. 
entrance shares the northern-most bay with the window box. 

side 

The warehouse is nn extremely simple building whose only decorative 
feature is the pressed metal cornice at the foor line . In the second and 
fourth bays are wide garage doors. Windows with six over six sashes are 
found in remaining bays on both floors. The heavy timber structure framing 
which may be seen on the inside is typical of the tvpe used in warehouses and 
factories before steel framing became widespread. 

Before the fire in 1955 the building looked very much as it does in the 
old photograph, taken about 1906. There was a low hipped roof and bracketed 
cornice. •r t 
With its boxy, geometric form and emphasis on the roof line, this structure 
resembled its larger neighbor, the North Building, #110-112 North Washington 
(T-ltO) 

This building was built in 1866 as a hote 1 . The main entrance lead to 
the lobby and stair. The present sales area was probably used as a restaurant, 
as noted in the Sanborn Map of 1885. The stair lead to two floors of small 
hot~l rooms. They remain and are now used as storage. Their placement and 
size may be judged by the position of the windows on the west facade; there 
was one win~ow in each room, except the corner room, and a central hall way. 
Interior details are quite simple; the stair being the most ornate element . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(cont.) 



II SIGNIFICANCE T 3~ 

,,,.,,,-. 
. iRIOD 

-"RE HISTORIC 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE •• CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.....ARCHEULOOY·PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

- 1400- 1499 

- 1600-1599 

- 1800-1899 

-1700-1799 

X.1 I00-1899 

_1900-

.....ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC 

.....AGRICULTUR~ 

X.....ARCHITECTURE 

.....ART 

X_COMMERCE 

_ COMMUNICATIONS 

- CONSERVATION 

- ECONOMICS 

- EDUCATION 

_ ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

- LAW -SCIENCE 

- LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

- Ml UT ARV - SOCIAV HUMANITARIAN 

_ MUSIC -THEATER 

_l'HILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

- POLmCSIGOVERNMENT -OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES 1866 BUILDERJJ\8atllfE~ George Haddaway 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This structure is significant for its past and present uses and ~or the 
original appearance of the building, now much nltered. 

The structure wns originally com5tructod as the "European House", it 
opened to guests on July 9, 18~6 with George Hnddawny as proprietor. At 
that time local newspapers reported that the earlier building standing on this 
site had been "torn down and moved away" . The hostelry operated on this 
site for a number of years e\•entunlly receiving the name ''Old Frame Hotel" 
from local residents . 

In 1897 the structure wna purchased by Messrs Nevius and Frampton, 
remodeled and the warehouse built. The enclosed photograph shows it, 
newly remodeled in about 1906. lt hns :remained in the Nevius family until 
the present riny 1 on! of the town's best known rctai 1 establishments . 

Ll31/F361 

Ll27/F3JS 

L72/F4S 
$3650.00 

L6D/Fl32 

In H!99, Simon Nevius and Charles L. Frampton, trading as 
Nevius and Frampton, bought this property from George F. Nickerson. 
He had previously (1897) acquired it at public sale due to a 
Chancery proceeding of Ell ura Haddaway vs. George W. L. Haddaway. 
He paid $1700 .00. Mr. Haddaway had become the new proprietor 
of the nFrame Hotel" in 1865 in a sale of all the real and 
personal possessions of Thomas K. Robson, who not only ran the 
hotel under the manay,ement of Thomas P. Wallaston, but also 
was owner and editor of the "Easton Star". Union soldiers were 
billeted here during the War and it was called the "Union Hotel" 
at this time. It was included in the estate of John Leeds Kerr, 
in 1847, with appurtenances, out hoUses and stables. He had run 
it as the "Union Tavern" under the direction of Ennals Roszell 
as innkeeper. The title was finally cleared and Mr. Robson 
became the owner in 1855 • 

• Whether n part of this structure was moved intact and is or wns standing 
in the town o:f Easton ,is not presently known. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Photographs owned by Mr . Carl and Ronald Nevius, owners of One Goldsborough Stree• 
Garey, George and Ellwood Patchett . History of Easton, (Easton, Maryland: 

Gazette Steam Book and Job Office} , !~Bl . Reprinted by Historic Easton , 
Incorporated , January 1974. 

Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!J<;EOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ _ NA ____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

NA 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTI ES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated August 2~, 1976 
STREET . NUMBER TELEPHONl:MJ- . Paul Parsons, 

Box 1171 301- 822- 2706 President 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton, Maryland Maryland 21601 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

~·· "°' 



C'•· l ·~ i'rarne ~iote l 
:\e\· t us and :·rampt on i-lar,lv:are 

One Goldsborouq}1 Street 
Sas ton, >larvL1nri 21 r,cn 

To»>n of Easton 

It has a bulbous, octagonal newel. There are turned balusters and foliated 
step bracketts or, the ope'1strinn course. The stair is of a type commonly 
ordered from a catalogue after the middle of the nineteenth century. 

In l /?7 the builrling ''as rernoc~elP<i by its new owners, :\e\·ius and Frampton, ; .. c 
as a har~ware store. 'Ihe warehouse v.as also built at that time, anr! ;1ser~ co 
'1ouse the horse-drawn farm riact'tinery they sold. Ioday the interior of the 
hardware store remains much as it v.·as ..-hen first rerno·'.eled. ''.any of '.-he 
accouterments of the turn-of-the-century ~tore ~tan 1 besi~e electric appliances 
an~: ~-ower ·ro,::>ls. 
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1. STATE 

COUNTY 

Maryland 
Talbot 

TOWN Easton v1c1N1TY 

STREET No. S. Washington Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

0R1G1NAL usE Hotel 
PRESENT owN ER Nevius' Hardware 
PRESENT usE Store 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Clapboard 
NO. OF STORIES three 

2. NAME 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVnJTORY 

"Old Frame Hotel" 

DA TE OR PERIOD C • 1800 
STYLE Colonial 
ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 
This is a large square frame structure on the corner of Washing

ton and Goldsborough Streets. It is 3 storeys high with a flat roof 
The structure is very unattractive and in need of paint. The roof 
line looks unfinished. The structure is 6 bays wide and 6bays deep 
The first floor is covered with a storefront. The upper two 
storeys all have 6/6 windows. 

This nondescript structure is said to be 150 years old. If so it 
is altered and has no architectural detail. It still has brick 
fire~laces in the basement and a staircase which spirals up to the 
third floor. This structure is not attractive and only has local 
importance as the "old hotel". Other than this it has no visible 
merit. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE: Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optioriol) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior 

poor-altered 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE (1F RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 

DATE OF RECORD August 29, 1967 

--------------
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