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'mrvland National Bank 
32-16 North Washington Street 
Ee.~ton, Marylanr'l 216ol 

T-r.<l8 
1902-03 

The Mar'Vland National Bank "of Easton constructed this huildi.na 
as ii"~ he-iulqunrter!'l. A rectnngular brick structure, pi la.st~rs 
fl!'J'lllrat~ the lt"nrled glasf'I windOVff of the three rtoor&. Bands of 
molded brick~ dr.cornte thA parapet of the roof and mark the floor 
levels. The banking room inside haa a coffered ceiling supportP-d 
bv stvlized ionic columns. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This structure stands at the southeast corner of North Washington 
and Goldsborough Streets, at the end of Easton's largest commercial block. 
The building fronts on Washington Street; there is an addition in the rear 
which is entered from Goldsborough Street. 

The building was constructed in 1902-0J by the bank then call the 
"Easton National Bank of Maryland". It is a building which is solid and 
geometric in appearance. Eight bays wide on Washington Street and ten 
bays on Goldsborough, the 'fwo storys±ructure is .made to seem taller by 
the use of a parapet on the roof. The building is constructed of Roman 
brick; articulation of the facade is achieved with brick pilasters and 
molded brick detailing at the cornice and foundation. 

Brick pilasters with molded ca pi to ls define the bays. ;.·~.Tripar'tite , 
windows with elaborate tracery in the round arch - shaped overlight are 
used in the northern and western bays, at the location of the first floor 
banking room. ;·second floor windows are positioned above the first floor 
windows; they are also tripartite with leaded glass overlight. Windows 
on both floors are held in place with deep frames trimmed with a bead. 
Molded brick enriched the cornice and parapet and is used in bands 
between the floors to create a lively interplay of horizontal and vertical 
elements. Above the second floor windows is a row of festoons. The 
projecting cornice is treated with rows of egg and dart moldings alternating 
with anthemonium. Lions heads are found above the pilasters. The parapet 
is articulated above the pilasters with shiel~s. Additional molded brick 
detail is seen at the second floor line; bands of quilloche move across 
the facades. Console-like keystones above the round arch windows are 
decorated with aconthus leaves. 

The main entrance, a;'modern replacement, exists in the second bay 
:from the north. 

A rear addition was constructed in 1937 with Frank Ross, architect~ 
It is of standard sized brick, two stories in height and six 
bays deep. It is connected to the rear of the main structure. It is a 
very simple structure with little architectural interest. Arched window 
and door openings reflect the detailing of the earlier building. 

Inside.,the banking room is a spacious :one;. The coffered ceiling 
is carried by stylized ionic columns with exaggerated entasis. Generous 
use of plaster detailing in relief emphasizes the Beaux Arts styling. 
Co:f:fers are boardered with the same detailing~seen on the exterior of the 
structure. A chain of holly leaves in plaster surrounds the windows. 
Detailing is well-integrated and restrained. 

In recent years iron grilles have been removed from the tellers 
cages and the windows. The room has been painted pale green and neon 
lights installed in the coffers. Nevertheless the interior :iisplays its 
Beaux Arts heritage and expresses the con~idence of its builders. 

The dark red of the exterior bricks have been painted white within 
the last ten years. Trim is blue. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
T-4oi 

ERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

~1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

~COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

Banking _INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1902-1903 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Easton National Bank of Maryland 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Th~s building is significant for its architecture. It is the only 
commercial building in Easton which displays the Beaux Arts classicism 
which dominated the architecture of the Eastern United States and Europe 
at the turn of the century. Monumental and formal, this style emphasized 
architectural compositions based on classical forms. The regularity and 
stability of this building's architecture made it a desirable symbol for 
this important banking institution. 

bl35/FJ32 
bl37/Fl;;07 
blJ8/F46J 

In 1805 ~ am;act was passed authoriz:i.ng the establishment of 
the Fa::rimers Bank of Maryland at Annapolis, 'l·rith a branch for the 
East.-:;rn Shore, in Easton. A-,building was rented -for five years 
for the monetary operations of the entire shore area~ In 1810 
the president and the directors of the bank bought a property 
from John and Mary Kennard along Goldsborough Street between 
Washington and Harrison Streetse A two-story brick building 
was erected a.nd enclosed by an iron fencee In 1813 the lot 
adjoining, another 100 ff;let_, on Goldsborough Street was added. 

In 1854, the Farmers Bank was able to achieve a complete 
secession from the parent bank and opened on Jam_H?1ry f:lrst as 
the Easton Bank of Maryland. 

In 1962 1 the Easton National Bank became a part of the 
Marylanrl National Bank and the property was so deeded. 

This bank hes had an incredible story of success. It has 
always been managed by local men of strength arid integrity, 
with the needs of the agricultural and business community 
always considered with sympathy and understanding. 

The present building was started in 1904 after further 
deeds ·were conveyed during 1901 and 1902. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



( 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Buse, Elliott. One-hundred-and-fifty Years of Banking on the Eastern Shore, 

(Easton, Maryland: Maryland National Bank) 1955· 
Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House. 

CONTI,NUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET I.f NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ N~A~----

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

NA 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVEHLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None- -COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY~_ 

IDFORM PREPARE]) BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION DAiE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated September-28;-1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE Mr. Paul Parsons, 

Box 1171 301-822-2706 President 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton. . Maryland 21601 

- - - -
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officiaYly created -
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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