Little Brother House T-422
Hammond Street near Bay Street { -
Baston, Maryland 21601

Soon to be demolished, the Little Brother House may once have
been a free stonding frame dwelling similiar to 20 West Street (T-33).
It is mhd-n-hlf stories high and has an enclosed cerner stair.
Most recently the building was attached as s wing to a wid nineteenth
century house,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small frame structure now stands on the east side of Hammond Street
near Bay. Until it wag moved in 1975 it was a rear addition to one of the so-
called Laqgédézefﬁoﬂse;ﬂls&éﬁ@fﬁhuﬁé,563455912?5', which stood at #122 North
Washington Street until it was also moved to #2158 Bay Street in 1975. The
building faces west.

As it now stands "Little Brother" is three bays wide and two stories high.
it is two bays deep with a one bay shed on the front. The second floor was
added when the building was connected to the Island House, probably late in
the nineteenth century. In its earliest form the house would have had:one
story plus an attic and a gable roof,. »

Barly exterior details remain only on the front facade. There is a
center entrance with frame trimmed with a bead and a guarter-round backband
molding., The two windows which flank the door have identical trim. They once
held six over six sashes and had louvered ghutters. Only the bed meld of the
box cornice remains. The weatherboard of the facade has a 5/8 inch bead; it
is of random widths which probably average about seven inches. The detailing
of this facade is quite bold,

The other weatherboarding, trim and roof coverings were llkeiy added
later, possibility after the building was attached to the house,

Inside the house has one large room on the first floor and two rooms
in the second floor addition.

The second floor is reached by an enclosed corner stair in the north east
corner., The stair appears to be original to the earliest form of the buiiding
and is enclosed with verticle boarding. The stair door is board and batten
and retains its HL hinges as does the small board and batien door to a
cupboard-under the stair. In the south sast corner of the first floor room
is a tiny kitchens it appears to be a later addition built into the corner
and reached by a narrow board and batten door.

In the rear of the building, opposite the entrance door is a window,
Ancther first floor window is found in the westerun bay of the north wall,

Two windows on the east wall of the second floor vere added along with the
second floor. When this structure was attached to the 1.:sland: House a door
was added in the present north wall. '

Early pine flooring probably exists on both levels although it is
presently covered with later flooring or with linoleum., Further study of
this structure may reveal more ecarly materials.

The building is in ruinous condition and threatened with demplitions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant for its architecture. It could have been
. built as early of the last decade of the ... eighteenth century. If so

it would be one of the earliiest structures remaining in the town of Easton,
Even if not constructed until the eariy nineteenth century, its well-
preportioned facade and bold detailing are attractive and now rare in the
town of Easton. The interior stair is well preserved and attractive,

The structure vas moved ic its present location by Historic Easton,
Incorporated,in 1975 in an attempt to save it from being demolished by
the Town of Zaston to make way for a parking lot. Littile is known of the
sariy history of the buildings. Its most recent use was as a small laundry.
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