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After the mid nineteenth century, three bay, front gnblc side
hall plnn buildings became n commm1 townhouse form,. The Ski'P Gordon 
House · s the most forrol and impo tng of. tbeec houses in Enston. Ita 
deeply molded cornice and jib door contrast stronolv vith the dnrk 
red, s ooth surfaced brick facade. An earlier porch which ~xtondcd 
ncross the front of the house cmph sized its width;. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Locflted on the south side of Goldsborough Street, the 1:mi lding stands in 
a residential area near the railroad' -tracks. There are no existing outbuildings 
<>nd no developed garden. 

The structure is three bays wide, two rooms deep, and two and a half 
stories r.igh; its gable end faces the street. The side hall plan with rear 
ell and side porch is typical of those built here during the 1850's. This 
one is unusual because it is o:f brick; other remaining examples in Easton 
are frame.* 

The main entrance is :from the east bay into the «t.!:dr hal L The door 
is well proportioned with the round-headed upper panels so commonly used in 
the mid-nineteenth century. The door frame is decorated with simple round 
pilasters and a "1crolled bracketts. There is a clear qlass over1ight anrt 
sidelights with heavily molded panels beneathe Th<=! porch is :recent. Originally 
the porch extended across the front of the building; an outline o:f the porch 
on the building front shows it to have had a oee-p cornice, delicate scrolled 
bracketts and slender straight posts. The ell is one;·room deep, with an 
A-roof and side porch. 

Windows are regularly place~; they have two over two sashes and plain, 
narrow trim. In the first floor parlor~ the winrlows once opened as French 
doors onto the original porch; their lower portions are paneled inside and 
outside. The round-headed double window in the attic proviiie!'J a -relief to 
the crisp, even severe, quality of the facade. There are qreen louvere<'! 
shutters at each window. 

The brick on the front facade of this house is one of its loveliest 
featuresj it is clear dark red-orange with fine joints of white mortar 
tooled into a bean. Common brick was used on the sides and ell. 

The gable and eaves are finished with a box cornice and return. 
Inside the stair has turned balusters anc! newel; ornamental bracl.<ets 

are found on the openstri:ng stair. Many of the interior moldings appear 
oripinal. Door trim and baseboranls are quite deep with a flat broad type 
of molding. 

Now converted into two apartments, the house is in need of repair. 
Constructed as a simple dwelling, it retains much of its original characte:r9 
Its chie:f interest is in its form and in the harmonius quaHty deriver! from 
simple, economical use of detail. ',foll-maintained as it is or returned 
to its earlier formi it can serve as an attractive dwelling. 

* 402 Goldsborough , Port Street 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 
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_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATEslat'e' Nineteenth Century 
by 1877 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A simple rectangular building, the Skip Gordon House is significant 
for its architecture. It represents a common form of house which appeared 
in Easton after the mid nineteenth century-:,and was built until well 
into the twentieth century. This form is characterized by a three-bay 
front gable and side hall plan; buildings are one room wide and hvo,deep. 
Two stories high, the buildings usually have a rear ell and a three hay 
front porch • Details may be influenced by the Greek, Italianate or 
other revivals, but the form is essentially a vernacular one found £2 
frequently in towns. The Skip Gordon House is quite an elegant application 
of this building form. Of brick, it has usually high ceilings with 
wide, elaborate interior window and door frames. The tall first floor 
windows contribute a spacious and formal quality, further emphasized 
by the wide molded cornice which contrasts strongly with the deep red
orange of the smooth brick facade. 

L2S5/F311 

L343/F40 

L382/F53 

L265/F150 
L279/F439 

L$1/F242 

L91/F241 
L182/F219 
Will Rec . 
• J .L.S.26/ 

F247 
L264/F251 

This house has been owned by the Startt .family since 1950. 
Edward and his wife Ruth Startt bought it .from Courtney H. 
Slaughter and Jean Marie. The Edward Startts turned it over 
to Fred and Rhoda Startt in 1957. Robert and Glenn.Startt 
each acquired a hal.f interest in the property in 1962 and are 
the present owners. Courtney H. and Wm. Edgar Slaughter 
bought the house .from Stewart E. Gordon and his wi.fe Mary in 
in 1946 and Courtney Slaughter became the sole owners in 194S. 

In 1875 William Townsend bought Lot 31 .from John L. 
Caldwell and paid $250 for this portion o.f Caldwell's 
Addition. The following year Mr. Townsend took out a mortgage 
for $2500 with the Workingmens Permanent Benevolent Loan Assoc. 
I.f de.fault occured, the property was to be sold by Chas. Gibson 
attorney for the W.P.B.L. Assoc. This Association took title 
in 1881 at a value o.f $2975 and sold it to the Sa.fe Deposit 
and Trust Co. o.f Baltimore in 1919 .for $3750. This Bank acted 

as Trustee for Eliza B. Gordon, whose will was probated in 1900, 
~nd it eventually became the property o.f Stewart and Mary Gordon 
in 1945, .for $4500. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated August 18 1976 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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