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Plummer Hotuse T=-h3
137 West Street Early Nineteenth
Easton, Marviand 21601 Century and Later

{n West Street, just beyond the original bhoundaries of the town

is a three bay Federal house with snclosed end chimnevs and beautifully

laid Flemish bond brick. The Plummer House was greatly remodeled
and enlarged in the middle of the nineteenth century. A porch with
heavily ornamented scroll-type brackets and pendants was added to the
front, and front windows and doors received deeply molded frames. An
agreeable blend of two architectural periods, the building has an
attractive garden at the rear and a small brick outbuilding, probably
g dairy.
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TITLE
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[ DESCRIPTION S

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—_GOOD __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This brick dwelling stands on the southwest corner of West Street
and Bayv Street, facina east., Tt is a two-storv structure covered with a
gable roof which terminates in beaded verqe boards, A huoe double chimnev
rises at the center of the north gable. The chimnev has a simple corbeled
cap.

Window openings with jack arches of brick are evenlvy spaced across
the front facade. Two over two replacement sashes in each window are held
in narrow, half-round frames. Louvered shutters, painted areen are used at
each of the windows, Tall casement windows with two liaghts in each have
been inserted into the two north bavs of the first floor front. Beneath
each casement is a square -pane€l trimmed with verv deep belection moldinas,

The main entrance in the south bav has a transom light and sidelights.
Side panels resemble those used beneath the adiacent windows., The door
has a large upper panel of clear alass,

A porch extends across the entire front facade. 7Tt is heavilvy ornamented
with scroll-tvpe brackets and pendants, Square columns support the roof
which is edged with a cornice supported by numferous small console-tvpe
brackets, The bal:strade at the sides of the porch looks like a screen
of wood sawn in an urn-like motif.

The brick on the front facade is laid in Flemish bond with neat mortar
joints. This bond is also used on the north side elevation: other walls
are laid in Liverpool bond.

Window openings on the north facade of the main house are evenly spaced and have
sashes and trim identical to that on the front., Tn the attic, however,
there is a small window with six over six sash and beaded trim. A
second entrance has replaced an earlier window in the west bav on the
first floor. At this entrance is a small porch with a simple balastrade.
Louvered shutters, some closed.,are also used on these windows,

To the rear is a two-bav lona ell covered with a flat roof. A line
in the brick indicdates that the second floor is an addition, The sinale
second floor window has two over two sash .. with Victorian trim., First
floor windows have six over six sash- and trim which appear to date from
the oriainal construction date, Flemish bond brick is used on the lower
portion with nineteenth centurv one over seven English bond on the
second floor, A tal! brick chimnev rises at the rear of this ell. At
the edge of the roof is heavy cornice which appears to date from the
mid-nineteenth centurv,

Connected by a brick hvphen to the rear ell is a small outhuildina,
Also of brick it measures about twelve feet bv fifteen feet., Window
openinags are closed with louvered shutters. The structure has corbelled
eaves and brick laid in Liverpcol bond., The most visuallv outstanding
feature of this small building is its widelvy overhangina eaves trimmed
with heavv moldinas. It appears to have been added, possibly in the
nineteenth centurv, Window openings have also been shortened. The
building may have been used as a diarv.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



E} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREMISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —__SOCIAILZHUMANITARIAN
_1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
X1800-1899 _ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES Early and 4 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Perry W. Svencer

Nineteenth: Centiiv Additions h;l' William Ma Ckav

" STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant for its architecture and represents two

architectural periods: The main porrion and first floor of the ell probably
dates from the early nineteenth century. Tine Tlemish bond brick

was favored during this period and commonly used as a decorative feature

on important facades. 7The form of the structure, a rectangular building

with

gable roof and enclosed end chimnevs, is also characteristic

of the period. This structure is unusually deep,

The mid-centurv detailing is quite outstanding - robust and finely

crafted, Tt bespeaks an age of architecture when vigorous and inventive
detailing was favored.

Lzes/F59

Will Rec.
L8/Fg6

L52/F177
L58/F222
Will Rec.
JP9/F953
L81/FoL
L227/F71
L4O5/F589

in 1798, Perry Spencer naid $£300.00 to William Bond for a
lot 34 perches and 10 feet along the west side of West St.
until it intersected Bay St. and 20 perches 9 feet westward
along Bay Street. By the terms of his will in 1822, the house
was left to his daughter Mary, the wife of John Kennard and to
be held in trust for her children. However, the Kennard family
had moved to Baltimrre, and in 1823 l'sry Kennard prayed the
Court to set aside the will as the oroperty was unproductive
and liable to delavidation and decay. Hence it was sold to
Ennels HRoszell, who transferred title to William Mackay. His
son Alexander 1nher1ted the property and it was socld by the
terms of his will in 1875 to Jerome Bennell. From the estate
cf his daughter Susie Bennett Spence it was transferred to
William W. Spence, for many years Cashier of rue uairsc Lan:.
It is presently owned and occupied by William Wallace Plummer
and his brother Tilghman Spence Plummer.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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- FAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Deeds and Land Records, Talbot Countyv Court House,

Will Records, Talbot County Court House.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY NA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
NA

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE None COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic Easton, Incorporated September 14, 1076
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE Mr, Paul Parsons,
Box 1171 301-822-2706 President
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Easton Marvland 2160])

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORKMATION AND PHO

1. state Maryland T=-43 HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

county Talbot INVENTORY
TOWN Easton VICINITY
streeTno. No West St. 2. NAME

ORIGINAL OWNE R bATE oR PERIop Ce 1830 or later

oRIGINAL UsE Dwelling
PRESENT OWNER
prResenT UsE Dwelling

ARCHITECT
BUILDER

styce Late Federal to early Victon

ian.

dvaLL consTRUCTION Brick 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

NO. OF STORIES 2 1/2 w/2 w/1i/,1_

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIP TION OPEN TO PUBLIC No

This is a rather attractive brick house of late Federal design
with some Victorian embellishments. The front of the house is of
Flemish bond brick while the sides, rear, and all telescoping

additions are of common bond brick. The main house is 3 bays wide
and 3 deep with an A roof which slopes gently from front to rear.
The door occupies the left front bay and has an overlight and
sidelights. All of the windows are 2/2 Victorian sashes and have f
arches composed of a row of stretchers. There is a huge chimney
built into the right end of the house. A Victorian gingerbread
porch runs the length of the front of the house. Telescoping brick
additions 90 off from the rear of the homse; the whole structure
sits on a high basement with horizontally barred windows.

This house is very pleasing in appearance and is interesting
because it combines both Federal and Victorian details.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered

Interior E xterior

lat &

Excellent

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Paul A. Brinkman

30/8/67

DATE OF RECCRD
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Spence House (Plummer House)
133 West Street ,
Easton Quad, 1942, PR 1974
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