Talbot - 483

John Wesley Church

Corner of MD. Rt.33 & Evergreen Rd.

Oxford,MD 2165 1873

This building is located 20' from the south
side of Rt.33 at the corner of Evergreen Rd. The structure
faces north. This simple one story gable.roofed building
is presently covered with asbestos shingles.The shingles
cover wheatherboard. The building is 18' wide and 22! long.
The interior consists of one large room, with plastered
walls and a L' deep sanctuary divided from the rest of the
room by a railing (not original). The building was used

- as a church through most of its history but is now primarily

a Mortuary Chapel. The cornerstone, located at the northeast
corner of the building reads: John Wesley M.E. Church 1873.

This Chapel may be the oldest church structure
bullt by blacks for a black congregation still in use in
Talbot County. Bethel AME Church {Easton) was built in 1877
and Asbury UM Church (Easton) was originally the property
of a white congregation.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building is located twenty feet from the south side of Rt. 33

at the corner of Evergreen Rd. The structure faces north. This simple
one-story gable roofed bu:.ldmg is presently covered W:Lth white
asbestos shingles. The sh:.ngles cover wheather’board. The bu:.ldlng ‘is
18ft. wide and 22 ft. long. The 8! x 6%' entrance/foyer has been added.
The 2-panel front door also appears to be modern. There are two (2) »

nine.-(9) over-nine (9) colored glass windows on each side of the building.

The interior consists of one large room, with plastered walls and a it deep
sanctuary divided from the rest of the room by a railing (not original).
The building was used as a church through most of its history but is

now primarily a Mortuary Chapel. The cornerstone, located at the North
East corner of the 'puilding reads: John Wesley M.E. Church 1873.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This Chapel may be the oldest church structure

built by Blacks for a Black congregation still in

use in Talbot County. Bethel AME Church (Easton)

was built in 1877 and Asbury UM Church (Easton)

was originally the property of a white congregation.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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James W. Clark, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION

DATE
Commission on Afro-American History & Culture 1/12/80

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
20 Dean St. 269-2893
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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