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COUNTY- ‘
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ENTRY MUMBER CaTH
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
{1, NAME
CoMMOnN:
St. John's Chapel of St. Michael's Parish
ANC'“’SP H!STOR’!‘C'
St. John's Chapel
[2. LOCATION - T
STRIET AT NUMB &R
Maryland Route 370, at Miles River, on Miles River Neck
CITY OR TOWN: -
Easton
STATE cope [COUNTY: ccos
| Maryland _ 24 Talbot 041
[3. CLASSIFICATION ' 3 '
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
w STATUS
(Check OUney OWNERSHIF v TO THE PuU3LIC
] District | Building [C] Public Public Acquisition: ‘ ] Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Structure X Private O In Process (X Unoccupied [J Resfricred
. {1 Object ] Both ) Being Considered (] Preservanon work {1 Unrestricred
in progress 8 Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Agricultural (] Government [} Park {3 Transportation [} Comments
) Commercial D Industrial ] Private Residence X} Other (Specity) -
] Educctional [ Military [ Religious abandoned _
{] Entertginment {1 Museum [ Scientific
}4. OWNER-OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME: . : ﬂ
Vestry of St. Michael's Parish ¢ontact: Rev. Dong}f F; >
STREET AND NUMBER: LTReTTOR n
Talbot Street 104 West Chestnut Street
St l’['LnL\-\ 1o Moo 2l .Ad
CITY OR TOWN: R a6 el At ST cone
St. Michaels Maryland 24
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION o
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ET1C: o
Talbot County Courthouse ¢
STREET AND NUMBER: j
Courthouse Square .
CITY OR TOWN: STATE [ sRox3
Easton Maryland 24
: __‘:“"“"m“g
|6- REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS :
TITLE OF SURVEY: m }
Maryland Register of Historic Sites and Landmarks 12] ot
DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 {7] Federo! X State {71 County [T Loco! ; g'
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: T - < E
Maryland Historical Trust BRI
STREET AND NUMBER: T T e e - CTTTT - - 1 2 ,‘i
2525 Riva Road i o
CITY OF TOWN: STATE: conr e fl Z
Annapolis Maryland 24 (v
o o B T N
S U T
o Tid




T-49

DESCRIPTION
— - {Check One) .
(7 ; ) forot ;
CONDITION 1 Excellent ;i Good {71 Fair i *[?cfcrnori‘ed &1 Ruins ‘L:\ Unexposed
(Che L‘\ One) (Check bne)
{1 Altered (3t Uncltered T 71 Moved X1 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRES‘TNT AND ORIG!NAL (xf know’l) PHYSKC—;L_ A‘F:.F:EAF\AN;,F

St. John's Chapel of St. Michael's Parish is a granite Gothic
Revival ruin standing on the north bank of the Miles River.
The deteriorating walls are partially obscured by ivy. It is
in danger of being demolished by the proposed w1denlng of the
Miles River Bridge.

Similar to other early Gothic Revival chapels built during the
second quarter of the nineteenth century, St. John's is basic-
ally a rectangular box with a west tower. "It is almost iden-
tical to the Episcopal Church at Newark, Delaware, except that
the Delaware church is covered with stucco and painted white.
This type of church is similar to some New England meeting
houses, but here the New England steeples are replaced by a
crenelated tower. . The windows are pointed and have Gothic
sashes. ' '

The building measures thirty-five feet wide and fifty feet
deep, not including the square crenelated tower protruding
from the west facade. There are the remains of a chancel and
sacristy on the east end.

The windows and doors have lancet arches composed of four
pieces of dressed granite. Two plaster panels of the same
size and shape as the side windows flank the entrance tower.
Above the double doors in the tower is a huge lancet opening,
formerly a window, but now filled in with boards. Below the
top of the tower and above the aforementioned arch is a short
arcade, now entwined with ivy. At each corner of the struc-
ture is a square buttress which extends above the former "A"

roof.

The chapel having been abandoned around 1895 and allowed to
deteriorate, few pews, sashes, blinds, etc. have survived.
Nevertheless, enough detail remains to effect accurate restor-
ation drawings of the vestibule and nave.

There was originally a wide block of box pews in the center of
the church and a narrow tier-of pews along each outside wall.
The design of the box pews is similar to the earlier Georgian
churches of the area, but with lighter detail. 1In the two
west corners were winding staircases* leadlng to- the gallerxry
and tower. Traces of plaster cornice remain on the north side
of the tower. The plaster was furred out from the granite
walls except on the huge brick arch between the chancel and
nave.

The Maryland Historical Trust has recommended the ruin to the
State Highway Administration and the Historical Society of
Talbot County as historically and architecturally important
and worthy of preservation.
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" - SIGNIFICANCE |
PERIOD (Check One or filore as Appropriate) .
7} Pre-Columbian {7} 16th Century [! 18th Century 7] 20th Centery
] 15th Century [ 17th Century T3¢ 19th Century !
SPECIFIC DATE!S! (If Applicable and Known) _——]__—8.35—1§-3§
AREAS OF siGNIFIcANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [0 Education [} Political 1 Urban Plomning
[} Prehistoric . {C] Engineering ¥} Religion/Phi. (X Other (Specify)
{J Historic 1 Industry losophy local historv
] Agriculture {7} Invention {] Science
¥ Architecture {_] Londscape 71 Sculpture
1 Art Architecture [7] Social’Human-
] Commerce -[7] Literature itarion
i —*'—U&—‘Communicmions (7)) Military 1”1 Theater
{1 Censervation -1 Music i 1 Transportation

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAMNCE

St. John's Chapel of St. Michael's Parish was the first
Gothic Revival granite church constructed in Talbot County,
as well as the first on the Eastern Shore. It has survived
to date (1972) as a ruin.

Construction was begun.in 1835 on land donated by Charles
Lowndes. ' The Chapel was consecrated in 1839 by the Right
Reverend George Washington Doane, Episcopal Bishop of the
Diocese of New Jersey (1832). The rector of the parish dur-
ing the years of construction was the Reverend Joseph Spencer.

St. John's Chapel is apparently the prototype of the granite
Gothic Revival church of which there are several in Talbot
County, such as Christ Church, St. Peter's Parish (1841);
Christ Church, St. Michael's Parish (1878); Trinity Chuxch,
Oxford; and the Cathedral in Easton.

The members of the parish during the years of planning and
construction were some of the most important and influential
people in the state and in the county. Being abreast of the
styles of the day, it was logical that they should be respon-
sible for the introduction of the Gothic element into Ecclesi-
astical building on the Eastern Shore. They constructed a
building, which, even in its decay, is a monument to the in-
tegrity of taste not only of the Lowndes, Lloyds, Tilghmans,
Buchannans, and Goldsboroughs, but also to the workmen who
constructed the building.and to the black people who were
baptized and married there.

Consideration is presently (1972) being given to the stabi-
lization of the walls and possible preservation as a ruin.
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[10. GEQGRAPHICAL DATA l
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES | “( T TUATITUDE AND LONGITUBE COORDINA Tizg 73
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING TwE pROpERTY | O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY !
_ . Rb— . OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES !
CORNER LATITUDE I LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUD! ,
Degrees Minutes Seconds [Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds “
NW o ’ " o » ” o ' - o . w |
n O coo 38° 47 46 | 76° 07 44" |
e o .. o .. f
Sw o ' » =] » » t
¥
APPROXIMATE AGKEAGE OF NOMINATED ©HOPERTY: 4 acres T
iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PRCPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTV BOUNDARIE< !
STATE: T cove [county - CoDF |
: 1
STATE: CODE COUNTY: COCTE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CQOTE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CCODE
~

[11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND THTLE:

Michael Bourne,

Cary Carson, and William Morgan

ORGAN!

ZATION

Maryland Historical Trust

DATE

July 19, 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road

CITY OR TOWN: T STATFE CODE
Annapolis _ Maryland 21401 24

f12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As tf\e designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1900 (Pubtic Law
89-665), 1 hefeby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures scet

National Register.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

forth by the National Park Service. The recomnended - !_ = - - ; -
. Chiei, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [T} State [} Local 37}
N ;. .
N \/) r Y l' ' Date
i . . do. 3
Name (/./]\, ‘ C\/\/\A}[) /( et v
. T o ATTEST:

Orlando Ridout IV o
titte _State Liaison Officer for

Maryland Keoeper of The National Reogister
Dute JUly 21 19 7 2 Liate

GP O 901 .087
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. Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATEL 4‘]
(July 1949) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |COUNTY ]
* Talbot
INYENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER CATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entrieas)

St. John's Chapel of St. Michael's Parish

9. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued

St. Michael's Parish. Parish Register. Hall of Records,
Annapolis, Maryland.

St. Michael's Parish. Vestry Minutes. Hall of Records, Anna-
polis, Maryland.

Talbot County Land Records. Talbot County Courthouse, Easton,
Maryland.

Talbot County Library, Easton, Maryland. Vertical file.

Upjohn, Everard. Richard Upjohn Architect and Churchman. New
York: Columbia University Press, 1934.
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