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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION - PART 1 

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act o1 1976) 

T-497 

lnalr..cliona: Applicanl should read the inslwctions carefully before complelin9 application .. No Certilicalion may be made unless a completed application form has 

been re-ceived(P.L 94-455). Use lypewrirer or prinl clearly in darlr. inlr. lo compJete the application form. If additional space is needed to complete Part 1. use the rednse 
side or a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicatin9 the owners name and mailin9 address. Pan 1 of this application may be comple:ed and sent 10 the app·opri­

a:e Sr are Historic P1eservalion Officer el any lime during lhe year. and may be sent separately or wilh Part 2. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1
_ HA.ME OF PROPERTY: The Old Ebeneezer Methodist Episcopal Church 

17 S. Washington St~eet 
Aooressof property:Stree'-----------------------------------------------~ 

I,;-~-

Easton c Talbot· Marylp,nd 21601 
City_____________ oun!y _______________ State ------------Zip Cooe 

Name of historic district in which property is located· -=E,,a=s:..:t::.:O=n"-'H=i"-'s~t,_,o"-r=i'-'c"---_,,D'-'1""· _,,,S,_,t,,__r"'"""'i~c..__...t ___________________ _ 

2. D.!:SCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: 

(see inslluctions for map and photos;raph ~equiremenzs-use 1eve1se side if necessary) 

<The church is as it was c<;mstructed in 1856 e:xcept fo;i;- a new b;r;-ick f pea de and 
display windows added in the late 1950~s. The addition at the rear of the bu;ilding 
was completed in 1930 and served for.church functions until the St. Mark's Methodist 
church was completed in March, 1958.. The building is in excellent shape for its age 

3. Sl.ATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

(use reverse side if necessary) 

The church was in active use from 1856 to 1958. See the manual of the thirty-
fif th session of the Wilmington conference -of the Methodist ~piscopal church held 

-·in Easton, Md.,-March 18, 1903 which contains the history of the Easton M. E. church. 

Date of cons!ruchon (ii k.nown): 1856 Gl;_Origmal site 0 Moved Date ol alterations (ii known): 1 8 74, 1 91 1 , 1 9 30, 

<t. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER: 
1958 or 59. 

City _..:.E:::.a=s'...!t:.:o"--'n~------------------------------ State Mary land Zip Code 21601 

l elephone Number (during day): Area Code __ 3_0_1_-_8_2_2_-_Q-'--0_4_5"---------------------------------lll 

For office use only 

The structure described above is included within the boundaries of !he Nahonat Register h1s!oric district and 0 contributesllf does not contribute 10 the char act er 

the district. / ' 

The snuclure D appears O does not appear lo meet Na11onal Register Crnena for Evaluation !36 CFR 60.6) and D will likely O_will not be nominated to the Na11on 
Register in accord with the Depanmenl o! the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). 

"The structure is located in a d1stric! which D appears 0 does not appear to meet Na11onal Register C111eria tor Evaluauon (36 CFR 60.6).0 will likely D ....-111 not be nom 

:~;~~~~ 1he N~'ational Register~ Depanrl'ent ol lhe In tenor procedures \36 CFR 60). and :J appears 0 does nol appear to contrib;o~;;:;~· c' sa 

Signature Date ________ _ 
s~eserva~ion 0t1Jcer 

This property has been evatualed according to the criteria and procedures set lorlh by !he Depanment of the In tenor 136 CF R 67) and. if subiect 10 deprec1a1ron unc 
section 167 ol lhe Internal R~enue Code of 1954. · 
D !S hereby certihed 2 h~si.onc structure 
c; does. not corurlbute to the character of the historic district and does ~01 merit certihcatton as a his.tone structure Heasons given on the a~1a.:::nec 5nee1 

Signature ~--~--~---------~-----------------~---~-~---- Da1e _________ 1I 
Keeper o1 the Nat10nal Register 



IF VEEDED L'SE T.1-1!5 S!DE 70 COMPLETE ANSWERS TO PART 1 

and is pres~ntly in use as a TV/appliance store. The first floor i carpeted 
and pare of the tin decorative· ceiling has been removed. The secon floor, 
which was the forme; church sanctuary, is presently used as a furniture show 
room. The large stained glass windows are in place but the twenty foot high 
walls are covered with bDlchplywood to a hei&~t of sixteen feet. The 
decorative tin ceiling is still ~n place a~/\th~: original brass and porcelain 
lighting fixtures. _ · 

_ The renovations will convert the stre~t floor to ~ouse the offices of a-
.CPA firm, repairing the tin ceiling, and. exposing the _edge grain ash hardwood 
floors in the offices. The second floor being offered for rent ·to the Water­
fowl Festival to be used-as a display area for waterfowl art and artifacts. 
The historic charm of the room would be preser.ved . 

. The exterior of the building will not be altered except to remove ~igns 
'attached and painted on the structure. · 

The.attached maps indicate the location. The area outlined in red denotes 
the Easton Historic District. The area outlined in yellow is the boundaries 
shown on the 1885 map which shows the location of the M.E. church. The orange 
marking on the Easton Historic District located the M.E. church on this map. 

Photographs of the exterior are attached. · 
·A picture of the church in 1903 or earlier is shown on the last page of 

the 1903.Wilmirigton'conference inforniation. ·A picture of the church as it 
appeared in 1958 is contained in the St. Mark's Methodist church opening 
service information. Note the steeple had been removed and the front faced 
_in stone (probably in 1930). 

·A brief history of the building.and its origins is prescented chronologically:: 
1. 1777-1787 the Methodist Episcopal church was established ~n Talbot County.! 
2. 1791 a small church was constructed on Railroad Avenue. • 
3. 1829-30 brick church on West Street was constructed. 
4. 1856 present church building was constructed using bricks from the 

West Street building. 
5. 1911 church fron~ was faced with granite. 
6. 1930 addition to rear of church. 
7. 1958 pres_ent colonial store front added in keeping with- the charac'ter 

of the downtown retail area. This is a significant feature of the 
revisions to buildings in the town of Easton~which is the Colonial 
Capital of the Eastern Shore. This change is evidence of the early 
and successful efforts -in keeping the downtown ·area vital yet 
retaining a touch with the past. · 
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Old Ebeneezer Methodist 

Episcopal Church 
17 South Washington Street 
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