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’ UNITED STATES DLPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Washington D { 70743

o | T-497
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION ‘ |
APPLICATION — PART 1

{Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1976)

Insiructions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully belore compleling application. No Cedification may be made unless a completed application form has
been received {P.L 84-455). Use iypewriter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the application form. If additional space is needed 1o complete Part 1, use the reverse
side or & separate plainshee! of paper clearly indicating the owner's name and mailing address. Pari 1 of this applicalion may be completed and sent to the appopri-
ate State Historic Preservation Officer al any time during the year, and may be sent separately or with Part 2.

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE -

1. name oF properTy:__Ihe 01d Ebeneezer Methodist Episcopal Church
17 S. Washington Street

Address of property: Street

Easton ’
city a County Talbot Siate Maryland

21601

Zip Code

Name of historic districl in which property is located" Easton Historic District

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:
{see instructions for map and photograph requirtements—use reverse side il necessary)

- The church is as it was constructed in 1856 except for a new brick facade and
display windows added in the late 1950!s., The addition at the rear of the building

was completed in 1930 and served for church functions until the St. Mark's Methodist

. sﬁé‘sﬁgg ;%?Guﬁgén&%este‘i in March, 1958. The building is in excellent shape for its age

{use reverse side il necessary) ) .
The church was in active use from 1856 to 1958 See the manual bf the tﬁirty—
fifth session of the Wilmington conference -of the Methodist Episcopal church held

in Easton, Md., March 18, 1903 which contains the history of the Easton M. E. church.
Date of construction {if known): 1856 R Original site O Moved Date of alierations {il known}:__] 8747 19111930,
. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER: 1958 or 56.
name Faw, Casson & Co.
P. 0. Box 1168 -
Sireet- .
ciy _Easton ‘ sae__Maryland  ;i;coge 21601 ;

Telephone Number (during day). Ares Code 301-822-0045

1 hereby attest !hatyrmalion t haveyided is. 10 the best of my knowledge. correct. and that | am owner of the properly described above
_{—;‘w fJ‘A/ Date //W‘/Y‘/
. 7

Signature

For office use only

The structure described above is included within the boundaries of the National Register historic district and I contribute

s¥ does not contribute 10 the characier off
the district. A

The structure D3 appears 0 does not appear 1o meet Nationa! Register Critena for Evaluation (36 CFR 80.6) and D will likely D will not be nominated 10 the Naton ]
Register in accord with tne Depanment of the Interior procedures {36 CFR 60). 3

The structure is focated in 2 district which T appears [ does not appear 10 meel National Register Criteria for Evaluanon {36 CFR 60.6). 13 will likely [J wall not be nom
nated to the Nztional Register in accord with Deparnirent of the Interior procedures (36 CFRE0). and T appears D does not appear 1o contribute 1o the characie’ ¢' s2 [

e A | 5/7-42

X Date
Sﬁgxs\oric Preservation Otficer

This property has been evaluaied according 1o the criteria and procedures set fonth by the Depanment of the interior {36 CFR67) and. if subject to deprecialion ung
section 167 of the Interna! Revenue Code of 1954, ;
I3 15 hereby certihed 2 msioric structure. f

5 does not contribule to the characler of ihe histonic district and does dox mernt certhication 2s a histonc structure Re2sons given on the aliached sheet

Signature

Y Dae .
Keeper of the Natonal Regisier

Ll




IF NEEDED USE TH!S S!IDE TO COMPLETE ANSWERS TO PART 1 TiL/?r/

and is presently in use as a TV/appliance store. The first floor is carpeted
and part’ of the tin decorative ceiling has been removed. The second floor,
which was the former church sanctuary, is presently used as a furniture show
room. The large stained glass windows are in place but the twenty foot high
walls are covered with b{ﬁck;plyWOOd to a helggt of sixteen feet. The
decorative tin ceiling is still 1n place ang' e original brass and porceldin
lighting fixtures.

_ The renovations will convert the street floor to house the offices of a-

"CPA firm, repairing the tin ceiling, and exposing the edge grain ash hardwood
floors in the offices. The second floor being offered for rent 'to the Water-
fowl Festival to be used as a display area for waterfowl art and artifacts.
The historic charm of the room would be preserved.

. The exterior of the building will not be altered except to remove s1gns
‘attached and painted on the structure. ’ .

The .attached maps indicate the location. The area outlined in red denotes
the Easton Historic District. The area outlined in yellow is the boundaries
shown on the 1885 map which shows the location of the M.E. church. The orange
marking on the Easton Historic District located the M.E. church on this map.

Photographs of the exterior are attached. ’

- "A picture of the church in 1903 or earlier is shown on the last page of
the 1903 Wilmington conference information. A picture of the church as it
appeared in 1958 is contained in the St. Mark's Methodist church opening
service information. Note the steeple had been removed and the front faced

in stone (probably in 1930).
‘A brief history of the building. and its origins is prescented chronologically::

1777-1787 the Methodist Episcopal church was established in Talbot County.:
1791 a small church was constructed on Railroad Avenue.

1829-30 brick church on West Street was constructed.

1856 present church building was constructed using brlcks from the
West Street building.

1911 church front was faced with granite.

1930 addition to rear of church.

1958 present colonial store front added in keeping with-the character
of the downtown retail area. This is a significant feature of the
revisions to buildings in the town of Easton,. which. .is- the Colonial
Capital of the Eastern Shore. This change is evidence of the early
and successful efforts .in keeping the downtown area vital yet
retaining a touch with the past. '
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01d Ebeneezer Methodist
Episcopal Churech
17 South Washington Street
Easton Quad, 1942, FR 1974
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