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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

Judge Tharp's House 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBE:R 

26 South Washinqton Street 
CITY. rowN 

Easton _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

~1arvlancl 21601 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ".'LOCCUPIED 

-XBUILDING(_$1 X...PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

:iLNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

FIRST 
COUNTY 

Ta J hot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

XCOMMERCIAL __ PA;lK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDE:NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPOR ~~-TIO"< 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

N¥.E Earl Ewing Real EstatP anrl >,fanagement Service, ITeiephone #: 
301- ;22-2 1t 3(, 
301-822-4200 

STREET & NUMBER 

Nine Harrison Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC T.:i J hot Countv Court Ho•1se 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton 

Im REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

Town of Easton Survey bv Paul Brinkman 

DATE 

STATE , zip code 
Man·Janrl 2Ui01 

387 
()QC) 

STATE 

~larv 1 ann 21601 

\uqust 2Q, l 9fi7 _FEDERAL 2$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Marvland ~istorical Trust 
STATE 

\nnapolis ~arvlann 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

xGooD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-2.ALTERED 

---_.: 
~-- . ) 

CHECK ONE 

:::_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three story hrick structure on the \O'cist sirlP of Soutt· 
Washi.nqton Street i.s situcited verv r-lose tr thp sir!PW'llk. 

The huildinq is three bavs wide anrl thirtv feet rleep: i.t is covererl 
with a very shal1ow r,ahle roof • .\s 0rioinallv constructerl, thi;:: ,,,·:ic:: a 
two-and-a-half story builrlin0 with a steeplv pitcherl (1able roof: irs 
outline mav he still seen on the side elevations. Flemish bond hrick 
with narrow mortar iointc:: is 11<;er1 on the front fnccirle 1.1p to the former 
cornice line; the addition is common bond. 

The "'inrlow openinos are symmetricallv spaced. Win<low frames. app:lrentlv 
installf'fl "'hPn the third floor wFts adderl. Ftre verv nFtrrow ani trimmerl with 
a bear!. Sills are flFtt anrl unmolrl,,,.rl. Two over two Si\shec:: ar» userl on the 
first floor with six ovPr six above •. Shutter-doqs rem:i.in ·~t each 
window; those on the second floor, possiblv datinq from the first period 
of the huildinq, are decoraterl with a six-pointer! star. Shutters on 
upper floors hcixe he,~n remo\·ed: Jouvereri shutters remciin on the first 
f1oor windows. 

The mRin entrance is founfl in the southern bav. Tt has a transom 
liqht, bt>T no sifleliphts. MRrks in the hrick indicFtte th:i.t tl-ie oririinal 
door wcis wirier than this one. 

Thf' cornice projects r0+her far from the face of the builrlinri; A 

shallow cove is used Flt th• crown ·ciolfl. There is a bPfl molrl and plain. 
flat frieze. \ wj de encl osf'rl chimney with a corhel led cap ri!"e!" in thP 
center of thf' north qahle end. 

A three bav porch, probah]·,· flatino from the twentieth centurv, f'xists 
on thf' front of the builflina. 

Square, chamfererl posts support a lo"· hi ppefl porch roof' covf'rerJ with 
rFtised seam tin. '.:::11rvPd orncimentFt1 brackets anrl the steps at thf> enrls 
make the porch resemble a rlelicate arcade stanriina besidP the sidewalk. 
Thf' bnlastrarle is of iron CFt!"t in Ftn intricate qeometric pattern. 
Reautifullv proportioned Ftnfl skillfullv crafted, this balFtstrarle is a fine 
example of nineteenth centurv cast iron work. 

~lost interior features appear to flate from the late nineteenth century. 
The stair has turned balusters and A heavv newel. A small portion of 
stair which may dctte from the e<'!.rliest period of the buildinq remRins 
hetwPen the second anfl thirfl floor. Tt ~as ci round newel cinrl plain 
balusters and appears to be in its oriqinal po!"ition. 

~dditions form an ell to the rear. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
15 

ERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_J.RCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_J.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_J.GRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS 

.!.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_J.RT _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES Earl~' ':ineteenth Cent11rv BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thi~ huildina is siqnificant ~or its architecture. Its brick work and 
early sr.ciir woulri inrHcate that the structure was probablv ~on.o::tructed 
dtP-i'1(} the Fe.ieni.1 periorl, Easton's first maior arrhitectural perion. 
It may on~e h;:ive !"esembled in forM the rem;-linino F'erieral strncturP · on 
Washinpton. It would probablv have been one of the simpler of these 
h11ilrlina;::. Tts present corn;rE' nnrl short thirrl f100r windows riive it a 
Greek rf>vival <1p;:>ear;>nce. The structure is especially notable for its 
rle]icate front porch with a c~st irr.n railing. 

13$.1/Fll 

1250/FlJO 

L9e/F463 
L66/F341 

L46/F299 

This building is also owned by the T. Earle Ewing Real 
Estate and Management Services, Inc. It was put in this name 
by T. Earle Ewing and his wife Eva, who bought the property 
from the heirs of Alfred Tharp in 1941. It came to him in 
1894 through foreclosure of a mortgage (Chancery Docket T.H. 
#2, Folio 26) which James Tharp has given to Reuben Tharp in 
1884. Reuben had bought the house and premises for $1400.00 
in 1855. It fronted 27 feet 6 inches on Washington St. It 
has previously been sold, in 1825, to William r,:ackay, the 
father of Emma Perry. He paid $1571.00 for the house and 
premises. This points to an earlier house, occupied by 
William Mackay, and later changes and additions made by the 
Tharps. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
rleerls <1nrl Li'lnrl R•"'C'Ords, Tq 1 hot Countv Court Houo:;e. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY \_.\ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

~A 

1; 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Xone COU r>ITY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

-il.1arsha L. Fritz. Consultant, Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Tncorporaterl Spptemher 20, lo7r, 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 1171 
TELEPHONE'-lr. Paul P<-1rsnn.". 
1n1-822-270~ PrPsirlent 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton 'b n- l an rl 2 1 r.o 1 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1 I08 
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1. STATE Maryland 
couNTY Talbot 
rnwN Easton v1c1N1TY 

STREET No. 28 Washington Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE Dwelling 
PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT usE Dwelling 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Flemish bond brick 
NO. OF STORIES three 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVHJTORY 

2. NAME ~~ 

DATE OR PERIOD Ce 1845 
sTYLE Late Federal 
A RCHI TE CT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

This is a late Federal town house, deeper than it is wide. 
It has a gently pitched A-roof with a white wooden molded cornice 
along the front roof line. There are 2 enclosed chimneys within 
the left wall with a brick curtain between them. The house is 
3 bays wide. The 1st and 2nd storey windows are Victorian 2/2 
sashes. The third storey windows are 6/6. All of the windows 
have flat brick arches and white wooden sills. A one storey porch 
runs along the front of the house. It has cut gingerbread porch 
posts and an elegant cast iron balustrade. The house is well-kept 
up and helps preserve the character of Washington Street. From 
the appearance of the brickwork it is likely that this house was 
an earlier 2 1/2 storey structure enlarged to its present 3 storey 
size sometime in Victorian times • 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optio,,ol) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior Very good 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

[9. NAME, ADDRESS ANO TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 

DATEOFRECORD August 28. lq67 
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