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!2. LOCAT!O_N_ .. _------~~~~~~~---~--~-~-~~-~-~~~~-~~~~~~~ 
I STREET AND 1'.UMBER: j' 
I north ban{: of Gold:>borough Cr@e 1:,Golil.:::u.J~~~~~-::>..-F-~~---------
c1Tv OR TOWN: 

/ Easton Fjr I 
STATE CODE=" lcouNTY: c~~ 

----~ -1 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

0 District 

0 Site 

fi Building 

l.J Struct~e 

[] Object 

OWNERSHIP 

0 Public Public Acquisition: 

!X)c_ Private O In Process 

1J Both ::J Being Considered 

ST A TUS I ACCESS:BLE 

TO THE ?L'BLIC 

Yes: 

Restr;:~ed 

ll Occupied 
j,, . -0 Unoccupied -

0 Prese'Vot1on work I,:;; 
1n progress k.xJ 

Unres.~:1cted 

No 
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0 Agr i cu lturo I 0 
0 Commercial 0 
0 Educotiono I 0 
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Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

0 Pork 

[ilx Private Residence 

0 Religious 

CJ Scientific 

0 T ransportoti on 0 Comme!'1.ts 

0 Other (Spec/ fy) 

~--"---------~---------------------------~--------------------~ '4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
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[iJ Excellent [_:-) Good LJ Fair [~l Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposec 
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0 Al•_e_c_ed _______ ~~-U_"_a_ltere_d___ [l Moved [.~ Original __ s;_'"----; 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT Al'>.,jO ORIG 1 NAL (ifknov.:n) PHYSICAL Ar:>PEARANCE 

On the north bank of Goldsborougl1 Creek, south of Goldsborough Neck 
Road and north\\·cst of Laston is ~lyrtle Crove. Facing southwest 1his 
di-:elling consists of a frame section dating from the first half of t:-ie 
eighteenth century, a 1790 brick sectlon, and a 1927 frame \dng. The 
old~est section, in the center, is five bays wide and one and one half 
stories tall. Sl~ting on a brick foundation laid in English bond the 
house is· covered with beaded clapboard; wood shingles cover the steep 
gable roof. In the central bay is the entrance with its wide, ten-pane 1 
door. Framing the door is a simple molded architrave 1,i th a five 1 ight 
transom. L1ch of the other b;:i.ys contain a nine over nine sash 1vind0\>" 
\\·i th thich mun tins. Each window has three-panel shutters. In the roof 
above are three dormers, one above the entrance and the other between 
the two windows on each side. All have four over four sash windows. 
On the northwest end is a large brick exterior chimney now enclosed by 
the new wing. A tall inside end chimney on the southeast rises above 
the roof of the brick wing. 

The northeast side is identical to the southwest facade except for a 
porch, supported by six square posts, which covers the entire first 
story. 

In 1790 a large brick wing, four bays wide by three deep, was built o~ 
the southeast end of the original house. In addition to the ralsc<l 
basemen't it has two stories plus an attic under the low-pitched gable 
roof. The house is co11structed of briok laid in Flemish bon<l and has 
a molded brick water table on the southwest and northeast facades. A 
modillion cornice surrounds the house and also continues along the barge 
on both ends. On the soutlnvest facade the entrance is in the tld rd h:tv 
from tf1e southeast end. The be::iutiful <loorw::iy is framed by fluted , 
pilasters with full entablature. A triangular pediment with both mo<lil­
lions and dentils surmounts the delicate fan light above the wide, six 
panel door. At present, the doorway also has green louvered shutters 
and the porch has a wood railing. There are two windows to the right 
and one to the left of the door. The second story also has three 
windows, one above the door and above each of the two right windows. 
All the windows have nine over nine sash and shutters, three panel on 
the first story and' louvered on the second. Above each wlndm.- ls a 
rubbed and gauged brick lintel. Below the right windows are louvered 
1.,rindows i'n the cellar. 

The southeast end has windows near the corners on both stories and ;1 

third window in the center of the second story. There arc only two 
windows on the first story. T110 inside end chimneys rise bct1.·:ecn the 
center and outer bays. 

Centered in both the southeast :!lld northwest gables ::ire large ov:i l v;in­
dows 1.;ith very dcli'-~atc curved 111Lrnti11~;. !\hove the; gable cornice is <1 

one-course belt. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as ApproprilJte) 

:::J p,e-Columbion' 

CJ 15th Century 

LJ 16th Century 

C::-1 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE!.S) (If Applicable and Known) 

'.-X 18th Centu'y 

[~J 19th Centu'y 

o (bric.I< ving) 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or l\.tore as Appropriate) 

Abar iginal 
~-

E due a ti on [S:1 Political 

[J Pre historic r-1 E ngi neeori ng 'l Religion/Phi-L_ 

LJ Historic [i Industry losophy 

C-J Agri cu I tu re u Invention Science 

[};] A rchi tee tu.re LJ Landscape L~, Sculpture 

DSl Art Architecture ~~l Soc 10 I/Human-

D Commerce [J literature itorion 

D Co.o;tt.municotions u Military (] Theater 

11 
,___j Ccnservotion II Music Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

[J Urban Pi:".J~nir.; 

0 Oth~r Spe("if>,·J 

Myrtle Grove is unusual in that it is still owned by the same fami::.- that 
had it built over 200 years ago. Nicholas Goldsborough, the proge~itor 
of this Maryland family, came to the Chesapeake with his wife ~lart~ret 
Howes in 1669-1670. They settled on Kent Island where their three , 
children, Nicholas, Robert, and Judith, were to join them. Nr. Golcisboroug~ 
soon died, however, and his wife remarried. 1 

The Goldsboroughs' son Robert came to Maryland in 1678 at the age c:i 
eigl1teen. He and his brother Nicholas both settled in Talbot Coun:;, the 
latter near Oxford and the former on an estate called Ashby situat:o-1 on 
the St. Nichaels (or Miles) River. Robert Goldsborough studied la~ and 
1vas accepted to practice in Maryland in 1687. He held a number of pub lie 
posts throughout his life, the first m.ajor one being that of a i'-i:lr:.-1and 
Councillor at Law \.;hich he held from 1696 to 1699. From 1698 unti: 1705 
he was Justice of the Peace in Talbot County, from 1704 until 1708 ~1e 1·.:1s 
a member of the General Assembly, from 1705 until 1707 he was an .-"ssociatc: 
Justfre of the Provincial Court, and from 1719 until 1740 he has C-_icf 
Justice of the Court. He married Elizabeth Greenberry of Anne .-\ru:-_.'.c l 
County in 1697. They had twelve children, seven of whom lived to ~Jult­
hood. 

Robert Goldsborough II, oldest son of Robert and Elizabeth Goldsbor0ugl1, 
was the first occupant of Myrtle Grove. Built circa 1734, it st~m~s on :1 

part of Ashby, his father's estate. One source states that tl1is s-~11 

frame house was given to Robert II by hi$ father as a wedding gift, - but 
this is questionable as he did not marry until 1739. His first \,i:.:. 
Sarah Nicols, died within a week of the birth of his son Robert in ~7-lO. 

He was married again in 1742 to Mrs. ~lary AnnnTurbutt Robins and t~ey ha<l 
three more children. It was Robert Goldsborough I I, a lawyer affl a j mlge 

Scarborough, K:ithcri11c, llomcs uf the Cavaliers (Ca111l>riJgL. :.'._·-yf;111,J: 
TiJcwatcr Publjcations, l~lWJ ,-p~l~----------

(sec cont:imutinn sheet --
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~lyrtlc Grove 

No. 7. Description continuL·cl. 

The norj:hwes t end has. no \vindo',,·s other than the one in the gable. Under· the 
porch roof of the original section is a door into the brick wing. Near the 
northeast corner is a cellar entrance, also with a lintel of rubbed and 
gauged brick-.. This batten door retains its original iron strap hinges. The 
Kood box lock has iron trim. 

The northeast side is three bays 1vide and lacks a windoh' between the en­
trance and the northwest con1er. OtherKise the fenestration is identical 
to that on the opposite side. A graceful, curving iron railing decorates 
the steps. The fan light over the door is "blind" with the plaster fror'. 
the stairway landing visible through the glass. 

The 1927 wing is one and one half stories and is also of beaded clapboard. 
It is two bays wide with a six over six light window in each bay and 
dormers above the windoh-s. This 1ving is a successful addition to the older 
sections. 

The original house has an ell-sl1aped central hall with one room on each side 
The interior of the large panelled exterior doors and diagonal boards witl1 
rows of nails forming a grid pattern and also lar5e strap hinges. The hall 
has the original floor and a bolcction molding chair rail. In the ell of 
the hall is a closed string stain•ay with 1,·indows. It has square balusters 
and a square newel. The door under the stairs retains its original 11-L 
hinges. 

Nortl1h'cst of the hall is the <lining room. ,\bovc the arched brick fjrcpl:ice 
are three horizontal panels on the projecting chimney breast. Flanking the 
opening are two tiers of vertical panels with a bolection C"hair rail hct1;<-'l'l1 
th.e tiers. The room has a simple cornice and a bolection chair rail. 
Originally the dining room was divided into two rooms. Remnants of tl1c 
brick supporting-arches of corner fireplaces arc visible in the cellar. 

Across the hall from the dining room is the sitting room, of which the 
northeast \val 1 and the fireplace hal 1 arc entirely panelled. The rcc·t<rn"uJ J 

opcnj ng of t~ fireplace has been reduced 1 n si :::c. The panel ling funns Jn 
arch over the opening, above which are t1w large syuare p:rneJs and a 
rectangular one. Flanking the chimney breast are two arched closets h'jth 
panelled double doors retainin/'. the origln;il 11-L hinges. Surroundi11g tl1e 
room lS ;1 simple· cornl--:e :llld uoll'l'tillll c-h:1ir 1·;1il. 

The ell of the h:dl connects h'ith the hall in the brick \,·ing. Extend in:: 
the full depth of the house, the floor planks in this hall arc one piece. 

I 
---~--_J 

(.i } 1- .. 
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\u. 7. Ucscription continucJ. 

At the northeast end is a beautiful three-run, open-string stairway. The 
scro11ca-rail is supported bv delicate scuare balusters. Beneath the end 
of the ramped half-rail is a fluted pilaster. The soffit of the stairs 
continues the scroll of the step cnJs. ;\n cbboratc plaster frieze and a 
molded chair rail encircle the room. 

Southeast of the hall arc two adjoining parlours. Gray marble surrounds 
the rectangular opening of the fireplace in the north room. There is a 
band of <lentil molding beneath the fireplace cornice. To tl1e right is a 
closet with panelled double doors and molded architrave trim. This room 
has a very elaborate plaster frieze \·.rith acanthus leaves at the ceiling 
line below which is a band of ovals with urns and flowers_ The windows 
have panelled interior shutters which fold into the jambs_ 

The south parlor is the most elaborate. It has a plaster frieze of 
rinceaux and cornucopias. The fireplace in the projecting chir:mey brcas t 
has fluted pilasters, end blocks, and center tablet and l1as <lentil mul<ljng 
under the mantel shelf. This room also has panelled interior i-.·indm .. shut tcr . 
that fold ~nto the jambs. 

The north bedroom on the second floor has a simple mantel with reeJeJ cnJ 
blocks and a simple panel leJ \'ia ins cot. 

Both the original house and br.ick wing have full cellars. Under the 
original house is a stone foundation beneath the brick. LaTgc hew 
are supported by tree-trunk posts. In the cellar beneath tl1e brick wing 
is a useable fireplace. 

The attic above the brick wing has an interesting roof construction. Tltc 
trusses conform with the designs established in the design books of the 
late eighteenth century and arc not typical of Maryland vernacular archi­
tecture. 

~lyrtle Grove also has several original outbuildings including a brick 
dairy Jating,from 1805 and a brick. and frame smokehouse. 

Of special interest is the small law office several yards north of the 
house. This clapboard building, uuilt in 1790, has on the cast Silk, a 
center door of beaJecl boards flanked by tho nine o\·cr nine sash \,·indu1\'s. 
Above the door is a dormer with tl1ree over six sash window. The west siJc 
also has .::i center Joor 1·:ith a hindoh· i.n the north bay only. :\lso 011 this 
side is a three over six li.l:ht dun:wr hinclm.; ahuvc the Joor. The 1wr·tl1 l'nd 
has no WindO\\'S. :\t the base uf the inside end chinncy th1..• brick is C.\.J'dc;l"i 

and is laid in common bond, fi\'<-' ro\\·s uf stretchers to onE' of headers. The 
south end ha-=: only t\\o 1·:i1:J,.•,,,: a11d these arc tiny t\\'O o\·cr four sa:~l1 i11 ti:-,· 

_J 
··:·!-' '" 
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gable. 

Inside the office is a fully panelled fireplace wall \,i :'.-. a rectangular 
opening, 1d1ieh has been reduced in size. Flanking it a::.·::: two closets anj 
above it two panels also enclose closets. At the far lc~t, steps lead 
to an enclosed stai r11'ay and the loft ahove. Shelve~ cor:~::cining the olJ 
law books cover the opposite wall. The grounds arc bca~=ifull~- kept anJ 
contain some very nice boxwood. 

No. 8. Significance continued. 

as his father was, who was a member of the Court of Justices of Talbot 
Cotmty at the time of the Stamp Act Crisis. He was present when the Cot1rt 
met and announced that it would '''detect, abhor, and hol~ in the utmost 
contempt all and every person 1vho shall meanly accept of any eiTlployrnent or 
office relating to the Stamp Act. ... 1112 Goldsborough di::d several years 
later in 1777, leaving Myrtle Grove to his wife with the provision that it 
should pass ·on to his sone Robert after his death 

In 1798, Robert Goldsborough III has a brick addition built onto the earljer 
frame portion of Myrtle Grove. It 1,·as also during this ::ear that Charles 
\\"i Uson Peale painted a portrait of the Goldsborough far..i. ly, a copy of 
hhich prcsontly hangs in the hall of 1'lyrtle Grove. In h::.s diary, Peale 
writes that he stayed at Ashby while executing this work as Judge 
Goldsborough's house was not yet finisheJ. It is fro~ t~is reference that 
the exact date of construction for the brick portion of t~e.house is kno~r1. 

Robert Goldsborough III <lied nine years later in 1798, leaving a will 
similar to that of his father by which his wife was to l~::,ld Myrtle Grove 
until her death when title would be transferred to his sc~, Robert tlenry 

.Goldsborough. 

Born in 1779 at Myrtle Grove, Robert llcnry Goldsborouc;h ·.,_,s the son nf 
Robert Goldsbprough III and his 1vifc, /\brv Emerson Trip::-o.-. He rC'Cl~ivcJ hi:: 
.bachelor's degree from St. John's College. in Annapolis i:-. 1/96. tie did nd 

become a L11-.1yer as ha<l the three Robert Goldsboroughs berore him, hut 
rather farmed his land although still running for politic;:.:.l offtL~e. lie 1·,;1< 
elected to the !louse of Delegates in 1804, but lost SC\'eLd other clectili:::; 

-Scarborough, llomcs of the Caval_J__crs, p. 317. 

(,i' (] -+ 
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I 

He raised a troop of 
cavalry· .i.n 18,07 of whi.ch he \\·as captain and 1·:j th which he fought at St. 
Michael...s--in 1813. Also in 1813, he \vas Gppointed by Governor Lc\·in \\'ir:Jcr 
to take Gene~al Philip Reid's scat as U. S. Senator. He held this post until 
1819. In 1825, he 1ms elected to the Maryland House of Delegates and in 

I 

1826 was a member of the Board of Public \\'orks for the Eastern Sho-c·e. T:1c' 

1

. 
State Legisla~ure elected hin to fill the unexpired term of Ezekial F. 
Chambers in the U.S. Senate in 1835. He ha<l not sen·ed long in this capacit) 
when he died in 1836. 

The chain of title for Myrtle Grove is unclear after the death of Robert 
Henry Goldsborough as he apparently did not leave a will. The house did, 
ho1•ever, remain within his family as there is a "W. Goldsborough" markC'd 
as owner on an 1858 map of Talbot County and the "Jlcirs of R. ll. 
Gol<lsboro~gh" arc shm-m as 01mers in an 1877 atlas of Talbot an<l Dorchester 
Counties. Charles Goldsborough, the last owner bearing the family name, 
died circa 1928. According to the Talbot County Tax Assessment of 1928 for 
the First District (Easton). the next owner was Robert Goldsborough Henry, 
the father of l\lrs. John S. Donoho \,·ho \vith her husband is the present OhTICT 

of ~lyrtle Gr.ave .. 

Myrtle Grove is an excellent example of the;successful combination of 
early and late eighteenth century styles. It contains some beautiful 
panelling and plaster work, and a beautiful, delicate, stairway. lt also 
retains a g.reat deal of the original hard\\·are. The sophistocation of the 
house reflects the position of its owners. 

31Ji1worth, William H., f'.lap of Talbot County, Maryland, with 1--a!m 
Limits (R. Smith, Engraver and Printer, N.Y., N.Y., 1858); and Lake, 
Griffing, and Stevenson, An fllustratcd Atlas of Talbot and Dorcht'.,;ter 
Counties, Maryland. (Philadelphi;:i, 1877); copies in the Hall of Rccoi·ds. 
Annapolis, Maryland 

,, 

l _____ _ 
•11· 



Myrtle Grove 

No. 7. Description continued. 

Addenda to # 7 

Line 3: dating from 1734, 
Line 7: beaded shiplap 
Line 13: All have six over six sash 

The original floorplan of the 1734 portion of the house had 
not only the two rooms with corner fireplaces mentioned on 
Continuation Sheet # 1, but the stair was located on the opposite 
wall, ascending from the north side and to the second floor 
against the paneled wall of the sitting room. 

When the 1790 wing was constructed access between the two por­
tions was through the sitting room closet. This arrangement 
however, was not conducive to privacy and subsequently the orig­
inal stair was removed and rebuilt against the north wall, with 
a passage between it and the sitting room wall to the 1790 portion. 

In the 1793 Federal Direct Tax, Myrtle Grove had, in place of 
the present kitchen, a "covered way'' 18' x '18' and a "wood 
kitchen" 18' x 18' with a brick chimney. In addition to these 
changes in the dwelling the plantation also had extensive out­
buildings including: overseers house wood 36' x 18'; 3 Quarters 
wood; 2 offices, one of which remains; wood smoke house 14' x 14'; 
lumber house '15' x 15'; brick ice house; foul house 18' x 14'; 
stable and carriage house 40' x 20' with sheded end and side. 

Upon approaching Myrtle Grove from the northeast, the traveler 
passes through a park like setting, across a small stream to 
an allie of old cedars which are laid out with the older portion 
of the dwelling as the focal point. Many of the cedars have 
disappeared but the form is discernable and unusual in Talbot 
County. Myrtle Grove also boasts a box garden south of the house. 



T-53 
Myrtle Grove 
Easton vicinity 
Private 

c. 1735, 1789-1790, 1927 

Distinguished on several counts for its superior eighteenth-century design, 

preservation, and pastoral setting, the historic property of Myrtle Grove 

was the long-time plantation seat of the prominent Goldsborough family, 

who maintained uninterrupted title to this land until the past few years. 

Standing in the midst of mature shade trees, the two-story side 

hall/double-pile Flemish bond brick house is one of the most sophisticated 

examples of late eighteenth-century Federal style design and craftsmanship 

in Talbot County. The squarish brick house, supported on a raised brick 

foundation defined by a molded watertable, exemplies the highest standard 

of late eighteenth-century design and workmanship. Expertly laid Flemish 

bond walls rise two stories to a well proportioned gable roof built with 

pedimented ends accented with modillion block cornices. Piercing the 

tympanum of each pediment is an distinctive oval window, one of which 

survives with a beautifully proportioned elipse muntin design. The interior 

of the brick house is equally impressive with high quality carpentry 

finishes and nee-classical plasterwork. The stair is a particularly fine 

example of Federal style design. 

The early eighteenth century center section, the oldest portion of 

the house, is a substantial survival in itself. Representing the first period 

of domestic architecture that remains in Talbot County, the story-and-a-

half house boasts finely paneled fireplace walls with built-in cupboards. 

Period doors, chair rail, baseboard, and some early hardware complement 

the center hall and flanking rooms. 
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Rarest of the remaining outbuildings is the late eighteenth century 

one-room plan office that stands on the north side of the house. The 

weatherboard frame structure is finished inside with a raised-panel 

fireplace wall with a built-in stair and cupboards. Also noteworthy is the 

early nineteenth century brick dairy with its modified pyramidal roof with 

with rounded edges. 

The construction history of Myrtle Grove, owned by the 

Goldsboroughs for over three-hundred years, is documented through family 

events rather than dated bricks or construction records. The oldest 

portion of the house is estimated to date to around 1735-17 40 when 

Robert Goldsborough financed its construction around the time of his son 

Robert's marriage to Sarah Nicols in 1739. She died shortly after the 

birth of their son Robert in 1740, and Robert married again in 1742 to 

Mary Ann Turbutt Robins. Robert Goldsborough II, an attorney, judge, and 

member of the Talbot County court at the time of the Stamp Act, resided 

at Myrtle Grove until his death in 1777. 

Robert Goldsborough I II inherited eventual title to Myrtle Grove and 

in 1789-1790 he financed construction of the fancy brick addition to his 

father's story-and-a-half frame house. Robert Goldsborough I II had refined 

taste in architecture as well as painting for at the same time the addition 

was under construction he commissioned Charles Willson Peale to paint a 

portrait of himself with his family. In his diary, Peale mentions that he 

resided at the other Goldsborough house at Ashby since Judge 

Goldsborough' s house was unfinished. 

Robert Goldsborough died in 1798 and the Federal assessors 

indicated as much in their listing in the tax assessment. Located in Mill 
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Hundred, the dwelling house and complex of "Robert Goldsborough, Esq. 

Dees' d" was described as: 

Sit on Miles River 1 2 Story Brick Dwelling House 44 by 36, 7 
windows 90 by 36, 2 Ovel windows in the Ends of Garret & 2 
Circels (sic) over the Doores 800$; Old addition of wood 1 Story 40 
by 26, 8 windows 60 by 24, 6 do 40 by 24 2 do 30 by 16, 250$; 1 
wood kitchen 18 by 18, 1 story 1 Brick Chimney 4 windows 40 by 
24 40$; Cover'd Way 18 by 18 3 windows 40 by 24, Stack Brick 
Chimneys 90$; 1 Office 20 by 16, 4 windows 60 by 24, 2 do 30 by 
16, 2 do 30 by 24, 1 Brick Chimney 90$; 1 do of the same 
Descriptions Bad Repair 40$; 1 Wood Smoke House 14 by 14, 15$; 1 
Lumber House 15 by 15, 20$; 1 Brick Ice House, 50$; 1 Foul House 
18 by 14, 10$; 1 Quarter wood 30 by 16, 1 Brick chimney, 20$; 1 
do 16 by 16 1 Brick Chimney, 15$; Stable & Carriage House 40 by 
20, 80$; sheded end and side on 2 acre lot at 40$. 

The land assessment of 1798 details the various tracts that comprised the 

plantation--totaling over 1200 acres--in addition to the agricultural 

buildings. An "old" tobacco house was joined with granaries, corn houses, 

and a stable. In the assessment the property is referred to as the "home 

<place> Myrtle Grove." 

As directed by the will of Robert Goldsborough I I I, the family 

plantation passed to his wife, Mary Emerson Trippe, during her life, and 

then to his son Robert Henry Goldsborough, who maintained title until his 

death in 1836. R. H. Goldsborough was a prominent agriculturist, and he 

held local county as well as state political offices. R. H. Goldsborough 

died intestate. As a result the property chain becomes unclear, but a "W. 

Goldsborough" is designated on the 1858 Dilworth map of Talbot County, 

and later the property was designated in 1877 under the name "R. H. 

Goldsborough heirs." Charles Goldsborough, the last owner to bear the 

family surname, died around 1928. During the mid to late twentieth 

century, Myrtle Grove was the residence of Robert Goldsborough Henry 

and later his daughter and son-in-law, Margaret and John S. Donoho. The 

property passed out of family hands within the past few years. 
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_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

congressional district 

Talbot 
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__ agriculture 
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__ educational 
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__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 
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__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 
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street & number telephone no. : 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 
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title Maryland Historic Sites Survey 
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Condition 
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_deteriorated _unaltered 
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The historic property known as Myrtle Grove is sited at the southwest tip 
of Goldsborough Neck, a point of land formed by the Miles River and its 
tributary, Goldsborough Creek. The main dwelling is located at the end of 
a long farm lane that passes through a small woods, tilled fields and 
meadows, and the undulating yard approaching the house. Access to the 
property is provided by Goldsborough Neck Road with the intersection of 
the lane approximately four miles west of US Route 50 northwest of 
Easton, Talbot County, Maryland. The three-part brick and frame house 
faces southwest with the gable roof oriented on a northwest/southeast 
axis. Joining the house on the property is a collection of historic 
outbuildings including an office, dairy, and smokehouse. 

Built in three distinct stages the oldest portion of Myrtle Grove is 
a story-and-a-half frame dwelling reported by family tradition to date to 
1734. Supported on a mixed English bond brick and stone foundation, the 
story-and-a-half, five-bay frame house follows a center hall plan, and it is 
covered by a steeply pitched wood shingle roof. Around 1789-1790 a two­
story brick addition was attached to the south gable end of the early 
eighteenth century house. Resting on a raised Flemish bond brick 
foundation, the side hall/double-pile brick addition is covered by a medium 
sloped gable roof. The third section, extending from the north gable end 
of the early eighteenth century house, was built in 1927 to accommodate a 
modern kitchen. Standing on the northeast side of the three-part house is 
a late eighteenth century one-room plan frame office building. The other 
two outbuildings, an early nineteenth century brick dairy and a brick and 
frame smokehouse, are located on the northwest side of the house. The 
complex of house and outbuildings is joined by a number of old trees and a 
boxwood hedge. The house site overlooks expansive views of Goldsborough 
Creek and the Miles River. 

The southwest elevation of the main side hall/double-pile brick house 
is an asymmetrical four-bay facade with a side entrance and flanking nine­
over-nine sash windows topped with carefully crafted rubbed and gauged 
brick jack arches. The raised foundation wall is defined by a molded 
watertable and pierced by eight-pane window openings with mortise-and­
tenon frames trimmed with ovolo backhand moldings. The raised six-panel 
front door is flanked by fluted pilasters and topped by an arched fanlight 
framed by a pediment trimmed with modillion blocks and a dentil molding. 
The door reveals are paneled as well. The adjacent large-size windows 
were designed with shutters that at the moment were taken down for 
painting. Fixed in the wall surface are wrought iron shutter dogs. 
Lighting the second floor are three evenly spaced nine-over-nine sash 
windows topped by finely pointed jack arches as well. Trimming the base 
of the roof is a modillion block cornice. 

(continued) 
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_ prehistoric 
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check: Applicable Criteria: A B xc D 
and/or 
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Level of Significance: national state Xlocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Distinguished on several counts for its superior eighteenth-century design, 
preservation, and pastoral setting, the historic property of Myrtle Grove 
was the long-time plantation seat of the prominent Goldsborough family, 
who maintained uninterrupted title to this land until the past few years. 

Standing in the midst of mature shade trees, the two-story side 
hall/double-pile Flemish bond brick house is one of the most sophisticated 
examples of late eighteenth-century Federal style design and craftsmanship 
in Talbot County. The squarish brick house, supported on a raised brick 
foundation defined by a molded watertable, exemplies the highest standard 
of late eighteenth-century design and workmanship. Expertly laid Flemish 
bond walls rise two stories to a well proportioned gable roof built with 
pedimented ends accented with modillion block cornices. Piercing the 
tympanum of each pediment is an distinctive oval window, one of which 
survives with a beautifully proportioned elipse muntin design. The interior 
of the brick house is equally impressive with high quality carpentry 
finishes and nee-classical plasterwork. The stair is a particularly fine 
example of Federal style design. 

The early eighteenth century center section, the oldest portion of 
the house, is a substantial survival in itself. Representing the first period 
of domestic architecture that remains in Talbot County, the story-and-a­
half house boasts finely paneled fireplace walls with built-in cupboards. 
Period doors, chair rail, baseboard, and some early hardware complement 
the center hall and flanking rooms. 

Rarest of the remaining outbuildings is the late eighteenth century 
one-room plan office that stands on the north side of the house. The 
weatherboard frame structure is finished inside with a raised-panel 
fireplace wall with a built-in stair and cupboards. Also noteworthy is the 
early nineteenth century brick dairy with its modified pyramidal roof with 
with rounded edges. 
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The southeast gable end is a symmetrical elevation with two nine­
over-nine sash windows on the first floor and three nine-over-nine sash 
windows on the second floor. Each opening is topped by a jack arch and 
flanked by shutters. The gable end pediment, highlighted by a modillion 
block cornice, is pierced by an unusually fine oval window opening 
accented with rubbed and gauged bricks. The window itself is composed 
of an elaborate design of elipses. Rising above the roofline are interior 
end twin chimneys topped by corbeled caps. 

The northeast land approach of the brick house is defined by a 
three-bay facade with a side entrance and flanking nine-over-nine sash 
windows. The raised eight-panel door, flanked by fluted pilasters, is 
topped a round arched fanlight and modillion block pediment. The first 
and second floor windows are treated in the same fashion as the other 
windows in the house. The modillion block cornice stretches across the 
base of the roof. 

The northwest gable end of the brick house is partially covered the 
the early eighteenth century frame wing. An entrance into the cellar 
under the main block is located at the northwest corner of the house 
adjacent to a side entrance providing access to the first floor hall. The 
gable end pediment is treated in a similar fashion to the south end with a 
oval window opening piercing the tympanum. The fancy elipse muntin 
window has been replaced with paired nine-pane windows. Rising against 
the outside wall of the brick house and interrupting the cornice is an 
exterior brick stack that serves the fireplaces in the older frame house. 

The northeast side of the early eighteenth century frame house is 
sheltered by a shed roofed porch supported on square posts. A herringbone 
pattern of brick paving covers the ground surf ace under the porch. 
Protected by the porch roof is a sheathing of flush beaded edge shiplap 
siding. The centrally located ten-panel front door, framed by a cyma 
backhand surround, is topped by a five-light transom. The flanking bays 
are filled with nine-over-nine sash windows hung with raised three-panel 
shutters. Piercing the foundation wall are cellar openings with vertical 
diamond cross-section bars. Marking the steeply pitched roof are three 
gabled dormers filled with six-over-six sash windows. 

The south side of the early eighteenth century house is defined in 
much the same way with a symmetrical five-bay elevation. Several of the 
beaded edge shiplap boards have been replaced. The raised-panel shutters 
retain wrought iron hardware. Three gable roofed dormers light the 
second floor rooms. A brick chimney rises against the end of the story­
and-a-half house and is largely covered by the 1927 kitchen addition. 
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The early twentieth century kitchen is a story-and-a-half two-bay by 
one-room structure supported on a brick foundation and covered by a 
steeply pitched wood shingle gable roof. The exterior is sheathed with 
flush beaded edge shiplap siding, and the first floor is lighted by six-over­
s ix sash windows. The second floor is illuminated by paired dormers on 
each slope of the gable roof. 

The interior of the brick house follows a side passage/double-pile 
plan. The first floor rooms contain some of the most sophisticated Federal 
style carpentry and plasterwork of any house in Talbot County. Rising in 
the north end of the hall is an expertly crafted dog-leg stair that has a 
continuous mahogany handrail, supported with narrow stick balusters. The 
bottom end of the handrail ends in a spiral. Mimicking the main handrail 
is a half-rail embedded in the plaster wall. At the bottom of the half-rail 
is a fluted pilaster. The stair stringer is decorated with a scrolled trim, 
and the area below is paneled. A raised four-panel door opens into the 
small stair closet. One of the most unusual features of the stair 
construction is the series of cyma curved woodwork that forms the stair 
soffits. Framing the various hallway door openings are cavetto backband 
surrounds, and the six-panel door openings are trimmed with raised-panel 
reveals. Accenting the perimeter of the hall is a molded plaster cornice as 
well as period chair rail and baseboard moldings. Some doors retain period 
hardware as well. 

Flanking the stairhall on the right side are two equal sized rooms, a 
parlor and probably the former dining room. The parlor is located in the 
southeast corner of the house and is highlighted with a Federal style 
mantel and a fine nee-classical plastered cornice. Paneled interior window 
shutters fold into the adjacent jambs. The room is also fitted with period 
chair rail and baseboard moldings. 

In the southeast corner of the first floor is a back living room or 
dining room which also features a period mantel, chair rail and baseboard 
moldings, and a decorative nee-classical cornice. To the right of the 
fireplace is a raised-panel double door closet. A doorway in the middle 
partition allows access to the southwest parlor. 

The second floor is less elaborately finished, but nevertheless 
contains largely intact period interiors. The open string stair continues in 
another few flights to the attic. Iron rods tied into the roof structure 
help to support the upper landing. The upstairs hall is fitted with a 
plastered cornice, chair rail, and baseboard. A fluted pilaster anchors the 
base of the half-rail opposite the stair railing. Ovolo molded surrounds 
frame the six-panel doors which open into adjacent rooms. 

The southeast bedroom is a largely original room with mantel, flat­
panel wainscoting, baseboard, chair rail, and plastered cornice intact. To 
the right of the fireplace is a raised six-panel door closet, and a large 
raised panel marks the wall space above. The southwest bedroom is 
finished in much the same fashion with late eighteenth century woodwork 
as well. Two bathrooms are fixed between the bedrooms. 
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The attic remains unfinished. Queen post, principal rafter roof 
trusses support series of common rafters divided in two sections by large 
purlins. A vertical beaded board partition originally divided the space in 
two, and a late nineteenth century narrow board wall redivided the north 
side of the attic which is whitewashed. 

According to the former Goldsborough family descendant, Margaret 
Donoho, the interior of the early eighteenth century section was altered at 
the time when the 1790 addition was erected. The principal change 
included a relocation of the stair to the southeast corner of the ell-shaped 
center hall. Some of the early woodwork seems to have been reused when 
the stair was redesigned. The stout square newel post and a series of 
square balusters support a simple handrail for the closed stringer stair. A 
raised two-panel door fitted with HL hinges remains fixed under the stair, 
however, it has been closed and a second opening in the end of the stair 
box pet'mits access to the space beneath the stair. The hall is trimmed 
with early chair rail and cyma curved backhand surrounds which frame the 
door openings. The front and rear doors have diagonal board backs with 
long strap hinges. 

On the south side of the hall is a small room boasting a raised­
panel fireplace wall with arched double-door cupboards to each side. The 
arched firebox is topped by three raised panels that define a slightly 
projecting chimney breast. The raised-panel doors to each side are marked 
by short sections of chair rail and are framed by raised paneling that 
conforms to the arched openings. The east wall of this room is fully 
paneled also, and below the nine-over-nine sash window openings are 
individual raised panels. 

The opposite room on the north side of the hall is distinguished by 
a raised-panel fireplace wall as well and single raised panels are located 
below each window opening. Above the arched firebox are three 
horizontal panels on the slightly projecting chimney breast. Due to a 
supportive brick understructure in the cellar it is evident that the dining 
room was originally two rooms which were served by corner fireplaces. 

The second floor of the early eighteenth century house is divided 
into three rooms that open off a longitudinal hallway that stretches along 
the east side of the second floor. Between two simply finished bedrooms 
is a small bathroom. The rooms are divided by vertical beaded board 
walls, and raised two-panel doors allow access. A short flight of steps at 
the south end of the hall allows access into the main block through a low 
doorway. 

Few alterations have been made to the early twentieth century 
kitchen interior. A back stair provides additional access to the second 
floors of each section. 

The oldest outbuilding is the single-story, one-room plan frame 
office that stands in the yard northeast of the house. Supported on a brick 
pier foundation, the structure is covered by a steeply pitched roof and 
sheathed with a combination of plain weatherboards and flush beaded edge 
shiplap siding. Board-and-batten doors in the north and south walls are 
flanked by a single nine-over-nine sash windows. Single gabled dormers 
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filled with three-over-six sash windows mark the steeply pitched gable 
roof. Rising through the east gable end is an interior end brick chimney 
with an exposed brick firewall. Two-over-four sash windows pierce the 
west gable end of the office. The interior of this outbuilding features a 
raised-panel end wall fitted with a corner stair and a built-in closet. A 
double-door cupboard is located above the fireplace. The second floor is 
simply finished with plastered walls. Riven lath are fixed with wrought 
nails. 

The dairy, reported by the family to date to 1805, is a five-course 
common bond brick structure topped by an unusual rounded edge pyramidal 
type roof topped by a gable roofed vent. A raised-panel door on the 
southeast side is set in a narrow surround finished with raised-panel 
reveals. Louvered openings mark the other three sides. 

The third outbuilding is a part brick, part frame smokehouse. The 
three-course common bond brick wall rises to a height of about five feet 
where the weatherboarded wall begins. A board and batten door fitted 
with a large wood and iron box lock is located on the southeast side. The 
interior is appropriately blackened from the smoking process. Attached to 
the north side of the smokehouse is a gable roofed frame storage shed 
addition. 
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MYRTLE GROVE, History and Support 
Easton vicinity, Talbot County, Maryland 

The construction history of Myrtle Grove, owned by the Goldsboroughs for 
over three-hundred years, is documented through family events rather than 
dated bricks or construction records. The oldest portion of the house is 
estimated to date to around 1735-1740 when Robert Goldsborough financed 
its construction around the time of his son Robert's marriage to Sarah 
Nicols in 1739. She died shortly after the birth of their son Robert in 
1740, and Robert married again in 1742 to Mary Ann Turbutt Robins. 
Robert Goldsborough I I, an attorney, judge, and member of the Talbot 
County court at the time of the Stamp Act, resided at Myrtle Grove until 
his death in 1777. 

Robert Goldsborough I I I inherited eventual title to Myrtle Grove and 
in 1789-1790 he financed construction of the fancy brick add it ion to his 
father's story-and-a-half frame house. Robert Goldsborough I II had refined 
taste in architecture as well as painting for at the same time the addition 
was under construction he commissioned Charles Willson Peale to paint a 
portrait of himself with his family. In his diary, Peale mentions that he 
resided at the other Goldsborough house at Ashby since Judge 
Goldsborough' s house was unfinished. 

Robert Goldsborough died in 1798 and the Federal assessors 
indicated as much in their listing in the tax assessment. Located in Mill 
Hundred, the dwelling house and complex of "Robert Goldsborough, Esq. 
Dees' d" was described as: 

Sit on Miles River 1 2 Story Brick Dwelling House 44 by 36, 7 
windows 90 by 36, 2 Ovel windows in the Ends of Garret & 2 
Circels (sic) over the Doores 800$; Old addition of wood 1 Story 40 
by 26, 8 windows 60 by 24, 6 do 40 by 24 2 do 30 by 16, 250$; 1 
wood kitchen 18 by 18, 1 story 1 Brick Chimney 4 windows 40 by 
24 40$; Cover' d Way 18 by 18 3 windows 40 by 24, Stack Brick 
Chimneys 90$; 1 Office 20 by 16, 4 windows 60 by 24, 2 do 30 by 
16, 2 do 30 by 24, 1 Brick Chimney 90$; 1 do of the same 
Descriptions Bad Repair 40$; 1 Wood Smoke House 14 by 14, 15$; 1 
Lumber House 15 by 15, 20$; 1 Brick Ice House, 50$; 1 Foul House 
18 by 14, 10$; 1 Quarter wood 30 by 16, 1 Brick chimney, 20$; 1 
do 16 by 16 1 Brick Chimney, 15$; Stable & Carriage House 40 by 
20, 80$; sheded end and side on 2 acre lot at 40$. 

The land assessment of 1798 details the various tracts that 
comprised the plantation--totaling over 1200 acres--in addition to the 
agricultural buildings. An "old" tobacco house was joined with granaries, 
corn houses, and a stable. In the assessment the property is referred to 
as the "home <place> Myrtle Grove." 
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As directed by the will of Robert Goldsborough I I I, the family 
plantation passed to his wife, Mary Emerson Trippe, during her life, and 
then to his son Robert Henry Goldsborough, who maintained title until his 
death in 1836. R. H. Goldsborough was a prominent agriculturist, and he 
held local county as well as state political offices. R. H. Goldsborough 
died intestate. As a result the property chain becomes unclear, but a "W. 
Goldsborough" is designated on the 1858 Dilworth map of Talbot County, 
and later the property was designated in 1877 under the name "R. H. 
Goldsborough heirs." Charles Goldsborough, the last owner to bear the 
family surname, died around 1928. During the mid to late twentieth 
century, Myrtle Grove was the residence of Robert Goldsborough Henry 
and later his daughter and son-in-law, Margaret and John S. Donoho. The 
property passed out of family hands within the past few years. 
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Myrtle Grove 
Easton vicinity, Talbot County Maryland 

1798 Federal Tax Assessment Citation 

Mill Hundred 

Robert Goldsborough, Esq. "Dees, d" 

"Sit on Miles River 1 2 Story Brick Dwelling House 44 by 36 7 windows 90 
by 36, 8 Do 84 by 36, 2 Ovel windows in the Ends of Garret & 2 Circels 
(sic) over the Doores 800$, Old addition of wood 1 Story 40 by 26 8 
windows 60 by 24 6 Do 40 by 24 2 Do 30 by 16 250$, 1 wood kitchen 18 
by 18 1 story 1 Brick Chimney 4 windows 40 by 24 40$, Cover' d Way 18 
by 18 3 windows 40 by 24 Stack Brick Chimneys 90$, 1 Office 20 by 16 4 
windows 60 by 24 2 Do 30 by 16 2 Do 30 by 24 2 Do 30 by 24 1 Brick 
Chimney 90$, 1 Do of the same Descriptions Bad Repair 40$, 1 Wood 
Smoke House 14 by 14 15$, 1 Lumber House 15 by 15 20$, 1 Brick Ice 
House 50$, 1 Foul House 18 by 14 10$, 1 Quarter wood 30 by 16 1 Brick 
chimney 20$, 1 Do 16 by 16 1 Brick Chimney 15$, Stable & Carriage 
House 40 by 20 80$ sheded end and side on 2 acre lot at 40$" 

Value $1575 

Land Assessement-1798 

Robert Goldsborough 

"Sit on Miles River, part of Bantry 300 acres; part of Ashby 248 acres, 
part of the Gore and part of Preserve 185 acres on which stands 1 
Granary 30 by 20 wood 1 Barn 30 by 20, 50$" 

"l farm on Miles River adjoining 248 acres of Ashby, part of Chance Pt. 
50 acres, Peters Rest 50, Fox Harbour or Newnams Addition 140 acres on 
which stands 1 old tobacco hos 40 by 35 1 shed 40 by 8 30$, 1 old stable 
30 by 8 10$, 1 Grenary 14 by 12 15$, 2 corn houses 20 by 12 at 10$, 496 
<acres> the old Place, Ashby; 733 <acres> the home do Myrtle Grove" 

Valuation $1985 
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Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
TALBOT COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

Go Back 
Vi~wMap 
New Search 

Account Identifier: District - 01 Account Number - 032208 

Owner Information 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

MILLER, PATRICE R & HARRY H NICK 
& HARRY RIECK III, TRUSTEES 

3124 Q ST NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20007-3027 

Use: AG RI CULTURAL 

Principal Residence: YES 

Deed Reference: 1) I 669/ 670 
2) 

Location & Structure Information 

Premises Address 
27885 GOLDSBOROUGH NECK ROAD 
EASTON 21601 

Map 
25 

Grid 
1 

Special Tax Areas 

Parcel 
102 

Zoning 

WATERFRONT 
Subdivision 

Town 
Ad Valorem 
Tax Class 

Section Block 

Legal Description 
160.258 AC 
GOLDSBOROUGH NECK RD 
NR EASTON 

Lot Group 
80 

Plat No: 
Plat Ref: 

Primary Structure Built 
1730 

Enclosed Area 
5,880 SF 

Property Land Area 
160.25 AC 

County Use 

Stories 
2 

Basement 
YES 

Type 
STANDARD UNIT 

Exterior 
BRICK 

Land: 
Improvements: 

Total: 
Preferential Land: 

Base 
Value 

1,471,050 
980,140 

2,451,190 
56,050 

Seller: DONOHO, MARGARET H 
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH 
Seller: 
Type: 
Seller: 
Type: 

Partial Exempt Assessments 
County 
State 
Municipal 

Tax Exempt: NO 
Exempt Class: 

Class 
000 
000 
000 

Value Information 

Phase-in Assessments Value 
As Of As Of As Of 

PREFERENTIAL LAND VALUE 
INCLUDED IN LAND VALUE 

01/01/2001 
1,646,050 
1,324,310 
2,970,360 

56,050 

07/01/2002 07/01/2003 

2,797,302 
56,050 

2,970,360 
56,050 

Transfer Information 

Date: 05/15/1989 Price: $3,000,000 
Deed2: Deedl: / 669/ 670 

Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 

Exemption Information 

07/01/2002 
0 
0 
0 

07/01/2003 
0 
0 
0 

Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 

Special Tax Recapture: 
AGRICULTURAL TRANSFER TAX 

STR 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp _rewrite/detail.asp?accountnumber=O 1 +032208&county=21 '· .. 09/13/2002 
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Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
TALBOT COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

District - OlAccount Number - 032208 

GQQack 
View Map 
New Search 

PATRICE R. MILLER, ET AL 
669/670 
167. 48A. 

f?.102. 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2001. 

_... .- ~- I 

I . ":::' 5 

For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning 
web site at ~vww.111dp.stat~.md.us 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp _rewrite/maps/showmap.asp?countyid=21&accountid=O1 +O:... 09/13/2002 



Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties 

Inventory Number: 

Name: 

NR or Easement? 

County: 

Address: 

Town: 

USGS Quad: 

Myrtle Grove 

Goldsborough Neck Road 

Bantry 

EASTON 

Description: early 18th century frame wing on a late 18th century Flemish bond Federal brick 
house and with early 20th century frame kitchen addition 

Construction Material: brick. frame 

Detail Map: 

Mapped on Mylar? T 

Capsule Summary? T 

MIHP Form? T 

Other Forms? NR form 10/73 

Chain of Title? F 

Floor Plans? F 

Drawings? F 

Quad Map with Form? T 

Maps: historic, quad 

No. Photos: 12 

Odd Photos: 4 outbldgs, 5 interior, 4 large 

Vertical File? T 

Historic District? F 

Survey District? F 

Other: 

Digitized? T 

September 13, 2002 10:08 AM Printed from MHT GIS Workstation Page 1 of 1 
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