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1. Name
historic Applegarth's Marine Yard
and’/or common Applegarth's Marine Yard

2. Location

street & number 317 South Morris Street n/a not for publication
city, town Oxford _1/&icinity of congressional district First
state Maryland code 24 county Talbot code 041
3. Classification
Category OCwnership Status Present Use
____ district _____ public’ _.__occupied ____ agriculture —  museum
) _)_(_ building(s) _X_ private —__ unoccupied ~X_ commercial ____park

_ — structure —_both __X work in progress — educational ____ private residence
—— site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment —_religious
____object ____in process —_yes: restricted - government - scientific

____ being considered __X yes: unrestricted _X_ industrial X__ transportation

X not applicable . no ____military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Curtis L. Applegarth

street & number 317 South Morris Street

city, town Oxford nﬁa_ vicinity of state Maryland 21654

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County, Md., Clerk of the Court

street & humber N. Washington Street
city, town Eastpn ’ state Maryland 21601
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Maryland Historic Trust
title Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined elegible? ____yes X _no
date 1985 ___federal X__state ____ county ___ local
depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust, 21 State Circlev

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401
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- 7. Description ' | - 5y

Condition Check one Check one

L __excellent ____deteriorated ___ unaltered _X original site
——_good ___ruins _X altered _ __moved date n/a
_X_f{air ____ unexposed »

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Number of Resources Number of previously listed National
Contribution Noncontributing Register properties included in this
1 () buildings nomination: 0
0 0 sites
0 Q0 structures Original and historic functions and
0 0 objects uses: conmercial

i 0 Total

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY:

Applegarth's Marine Yard is a working boatyard engaged in comstructing
and maintaining watercraft up to forty-five feet in length. Prior to 1940
virtually all activity centered upon vessels used daily in the harvest of '
seafood. With the decline of those resources, the small yards which once
serviced working craft have shown a corresponding decline.. Yet at Applegarth's,
substantial work continues in that area because of its unique older equipment
and workmen. Its clientele are in the main the commercial watermen operating
on the Tred Avon and Choptank rivers. ' :
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION: —

Applegarth's Marine Yard is a notable landmark upon entering Oxford,
Maryland, on the town's main street, Maryland Route 333. It is located at the
head of Town Creek and comprises two—-fifths of an acre bordering the town's
harbor.

The principal building, the construction shed, is of wood framing under
corrugated steel sheathing, and measures 55' x 45' with a ridgepole height of
16'. It was built in 1917 on the site previously a blacksmith's shop. A
smaller addition of frame was added on the waterside in 1956.

There are two marine railways operating at the yard. These consist of
iron rails substructured in the creek bottom and continuing ashore. Each has
adjustable "cradles" of heavy timbers mounted upon flanged wheels for positioning
hulls of various shapes and sizes permitting them to be brought ashore for
repair, or for launching new construction. One such railway enters the building
and is powered by an electric motor; the second is in the open, the power for
which is an ancient gasoline engine. The construction building contains
woodworking tools of all types and vintages, an elevated spar loft and a
small office containing drafting materials and plan storage.
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8. Significance | T 5y7

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic - conservation —_law ____science

—__1500-1599 ___agriculture X economics ____literature ___ sculpture

- 1600-1699 ___ architecture — education — military —__social/

—_1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering - music humanitarian

—1800-1899 _X commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —_ theater

—X 1900- —_ communications —— industry — politics/government  _X__ transportation
- invention _ other (specify)

Specific dates 1918 Builder/Architect  unknown

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph) Applicable Criteria: ¢

Applicable Exceptions: pone
Significance Evaluated: 7Jgegl

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY:

Applegarth's Marine Yard is a seemingly humble enterprise when compared to
today's marinas crowded with high-technological pleasure yachts. It continues,
however, to provide most essential services to working watermen with its two
antiquated~but-functioning marine railways and its small staff of wood-skilled
craftsmen. The railways are particularly needful in the handling of older
wooden craft inasmuch as the modern "Travelift' mobile-cranes which 1lift vessels
vertically would ‘compress hand-crafted timbers and joinery of the indigenous

craft.

Applegarth's is representative of once-numerous yards on the Chesapeake

Bay and its estuaries. These were vital to the economic survival of the many
thousands of Marylanders whose livelihood depends solely upon harvesting and
transporting the rich resources of the Bay of yore. Not unlike Maryland's few
remaining covered bridges, Applegarth's Marine Yard in its simplicity belies
its past and continuing contribution to the region in commerce and transport.

For History and Supporting Documentation, see Continuation Sheet No.2
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT:

The site was once that of a blacksmith's shop which doubtless provided the
necessary ironwork for commercial watermen. In 1917, the owner, M. Tilghman
Johnston, erected the present "ironclad" building and installed a railway for
the purpose of servicing the fleet of oystering and crabbing craft which sold
their catches to the seven processing plants operating in Oxford. Served by
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, ice-refrigerated cars were dispatched daily
to metropolitan areas of the east and mid-west. A notable owner from 1920
until 1926 was Alonzo T. Conley the master designer-builder of large ocean~-
going sailing ships. Before his move to Oxford his yard was at Sharptown,
Maryland, where he built the Anandale, the largest wooden ship constructed in
Maryland. At 227', Anandale was larger but less remembered than Purnell T.
White, likewise a 4-masted schooner whose detailed log and history was the
subject of a factual accounting by Robert T. Burgess, curator of the Mariners
Museum at Newport News, Virginia. During Conley's ownership, the subject yard
constructed oyster-crab craft of smaller size, and refitted and repaired all
types of commercial vessels. The present owner, Curtis L. Applegarth, purchased
the yard in 1951 from Robert Goldsborough Henry, a marine architect later with
the U. S. Navy Bureau of Ships. Applegarth, now 76, oversees daily activities
and has built 73 boats at the-site. Two of these were from plans of H. I.
Chappelle, Senior Historian, Smithsonian Institution. One, a 38' skipjack, is
represented in Figure 116 in Chappelle's American Small Sailing Craft.
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10. Geographical Data |

Acreage of nominated property _2PPTOX. . 3 acre

Quadrangle name Oxford, Maryland Quadrangle scale 1:24000
UMT References '
Al bbbt e b by o o I N N R

Zone  Easting Northing ) Zone  Easting Northing

clad bl babylyy] ol |
N I N Fl o b by b

|
| |
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at the northwest corner of the Town of
Oxford land on S. Morris St., Oxford, and Town Creek; thence running north with S. Morris
St. 170" thence east 125' to Town Creek thence south 145' and thence west 100'+ to
place of beginning. B

o bbb e b ;
|
|

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/a code county ) code

- state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namertitle Johnson Fortenbaugh

organization date.  April 24, 1985
street & number 104 Tred Avon Avenue telephone 301-226-5147

city or town Oxford - state Maryland 21654

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national — state E_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer fof the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

STAIE' HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

GPO 938 835
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9, Major Bibliographic References and other SOdrcesa

Burgess, Robert H. Sea,_Sails and Shipwreck, Career of the
) : Purnell T, White. Tidewater, Cambridge,Md.
1970. ,

Chappelle, Howard I. American Small Sailing Craft, New York, Norton
1951. pp 324, 325.

| Chappelle, Howard I. Conversation with. At site. 1969

Conley, John. Conversation w1uh., Seaford, Del, 198% -

. Hayman, John C. Rails Along the Chesapeake, Marvadel) Delmar, Del.
e 1979, pp. 162 164, ’

Land Records of Talbot County, Md.. Clerkx of the Court, Easton. Md.

Preston, Dickson J. Oxford: The First Three Centurles..Easton.Md.
The Historical Society of Talbot County. lg984

. pp. 243.

Sanborn Map Company Insurance Atlas of Talbot County, Md.New York
1895 19018. ,

Tilp, Frederick. Chesapeake Bay of Yore. Amnapolis., Chesapeake
Bay Foundation.' 1982. bpp.79

~

State of Maryland Dept. of Assessments and Taxation. Easton, Md.
. Microfilmed tax records 1913, 1918,
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