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Old Barber Shop 

St. Michaels 

private 

c. 1875-1900 

The Old Barber Shop on Carpenter street is one of the few parapet front 

commercial buildings still standing in st. Michaels, and it is the only one to have 

an arched parapet. Often thought of as a midwestern architectural form, these 

parapet fronts were popularly erected during the mid to late nineteenth century in 

countless eastern and western towns. Although this particular example has been 

stripped of most of its historic interior fabric, the exterior has been largely 

preserved. 

Evidently built during the fourth quarter of the nineteenth century, this two­

story rectangular building has been used for a variety of purposes. The Sanborn 

Insurance maps indicate at least five different businesses including a bank, barber, 

cobbler, savings institution and a Chinese laundry. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common Old Barber Shop 

2. Location 

street & number 100 Carpenter Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
-- building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

,.,~_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-551 

Magi No. 2105515611 

DOE _yes X no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
--:::;::--- oth~r: 

4. Owner of -~ro_perty (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Diamia Mautz 

street & number telephone no. :. 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 21663 

5.. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Cour't liber 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 

city, town Easton state MD 21601 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state __ county __ local 

...tepository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_E._ fair 

Check one Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered _x__ original site 
_ruins _lf_ altered . _moved date of move 
_unexposed 

Survey No. T-551 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Old Barber Shop description 

The Old Barber Shop stands on the east side of Talbot Street at 100 

Carpenter Street in St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The two-story frame 

commercial building faces north with the main gable running on a north/south axis. 

The two-story parapet front frame structure is supported by a minimal brick 

foundation, and it is sheathed with a combination of asbestos shingles and aluminum 

siding. The gable roof behind the parapet is covered with asphalt tile shingles. 

The north elevation is two-bays wide and consists of an altered storefront. 

The corner entrance into the old shop remains with a replacement door. Shop 

windows to each side have been infilled and pierced with modern sash windows. A 

side entrance to the second floor apartment is located in the east bay. A mid-level 

cornice stretches across at the second floor level and survides with small Victorian 

brackets. The second floor is pierced by two 6/6 sash windows while the attic is 

lighted by a fixed six-pane window. The parapet front has an arched center section. 

The east side elevation is a plain asbestos shingled wall, while the west side 

is markea Dy a iE!~ ~I() saih: vHndo~ s; A ·tilddk sto-J~ ~tadk rises again~t the rear 

corner of the east wall. A shed addition extends from the south gable end. 

The shop interior has been stripped of all late 19th-century woodwork in an 

effort to convert the building into apartments. The partitioned side stair to the 

second floor does retain a heavily turned newel post and turned balusters. The 

second floor apartment has been similarly stripped of any period details. 

(Continued on insert) 



8. Significance Survey No. T-551 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
- - ·40~1499 

. . :d0~1599 
_160~1699 

_170~1799 

-X. 180~ 1899 
_190~ 

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__xarchitecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
_;x_ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B Xe D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state ~local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a ge~~ral statement of history and 
support. 

Significance 

The Old Barber Shop on Carpenter Street is one of the few parapet front 

.. commercial buildings still l,eft in St. Michaels and the only one to have an arched 

parapet. Often thought of as a mid western architectural form, these parapet fronts 

were popularly used throughout the mid to late 19th century in countless small 

towns with no apparent geographic bias. Although this particular example has been 

stripped of most interior features, it is a significant commercial building with its 

basic exterior fabric intact. Due to its unusual arched parapet, actions should be 

taken to insure its preservation. 

History and Support 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I 1 I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LU ._I ........... ____ _ oLJJ I I I I 
E LU ._I ........... ____ _ F LL_j I I I I 
G LU .__I ....___._ ____ ..._.._ H l.iJ I I I: I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels date 7/15/85 

street & number telephone 

city or town St. Michaels state 1V1D 21663 

!:.. t:...:-i(J-;i.{" ,,., 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland ,.I.e.gisla.ture. to bet frmrid ':in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

~.:.,,\i[1 , .1.-~. '-~·· :·.·.·· ·: ~r . .-.·~., 

.1;; ''The i survey and inventory are being prepared for informati-0n: oand 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



DIANA MAUTZ - 100 CARPENTER STREET 

Year: 1983 Vol: 577 Page: 410 
From: Genevieve W Luscombe Price: $40,000 
To: John F Mautz and Diana G Mautz 
Notes: See attached deed and plat. 

Includes 100 and 102 Carpenter street. 

The property devised to Genevieve Luscombe by her father's will: 
1954,34/39. Her father, Clarence Waters bought the property from Thomas E 
Harrison, 1917,179/182. 

Year: 1954 Vol: 34 Page: 39 
From: Price: 
To: 
Notes: Will of Clarence H Waters: I Clarence H Waters of St. Michaels, Talbot 
County, Maryland do hereby make my last will and testament. 
To my daughter, Genevieve Waters Luscombe I give and bequeath everything, 
stocks, bonds, real estate, insurance, everything that I own. Signed 12/9/59. 

,..--, Probate 1965. 

Clarence Waters was a barber who was apparently very successful, invest­
ing heavily in real estate in and near St. Michaels. He had his barber shop 
at 100 Carpenter Street. 

Year: 1917 Vol: 179 Page: 182 
From: Thomas E Harrison and Octavia L Harrison Price: $500 
To: Clarence Waters 
Notes: Begins at the NE corner of a lot sold to Thomas E Harrison by John H W 
Wales, Noble Grand of Lodge 66, IOOF in 1908; run with Carpenter St. W 18'4"; 
then S 54'6"; then E 18'4"; then N 58' to the beginning. 

Harrison's deed is 1908, 153/301. 

Copy of deed attached. 

"(, 551 

'! 



,~DIANA MAUTZ 100 CARPENTER STREET PAGE TWO 

Year: 1909 Vol: 153 Page: 301 
From: John H W Wales,Noble Grand of Bayside Lodge,#66, IOOF Price: $1550 
To: Thomas E Harrison 
Notes: See copy of deed attached. 

Reference to the deed shows that Samuel H Wrightson sold the land to 
the lodge in 1849 but that the deed was never recorded. None of the prope.rties 
sold by Samuel Harrison Wrightson (and there are several) show how he acquired 
them, although they were all Harrison lands. Samuel H Wrightson was the son of 
Eliza Wrightson, daughter of Joseph and Mary Harrison who became the owners of 
"Joseph's Lot.". Wills and property_ accounts have not been researched at this 
time. '),\&- vr-JU - 'Jl\O ,a,~ - -"Mo /)ti.~:, 
1909, 153/302 is a mortgage for $850 from the Citizens' Bank of St. 
Michaels to Thomas E and Octavia L Harrison. 

This deed also includes the Lodge Building as well as the Mautz property. 

The Sanborn Fire Insurance maps show the following for this building: 

1891 Barber (? - hard to read) 
1896 Bank 
1901 Savings Bank 
1907 cobbler (?) 
1927 "s" 
1912 Chinese Laundry 

1-551 
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AUS -B-SJ * 27578 ... * 345..00 ': 

THIS DEED, Made this ]tl.> day of August, in the 

AUG -e-BJ A ::z1s1a *•• * 200.00 •· 
AUG -8·83 A :C27577 *** * 132.DO 
AUG-e-sJ A :rz1s16 *****l3.00 

year nineteen hundred 

and eighty-three (1983), by Genevieve W. Luscombe of 504 Launfall Road, 

Plymouth Meeting, PA 19463~ State of Maryland. 

WITNESSETH: That for and in consideration of the sum of Forty Thousand 

Dollars ($40,000.00), including the amount of any mortgage or deed of trust 

given or assumed by the grantee herein, the receipt of which being hereby 

acknowledged• the said Genevieve W. Luscombe does hereby grant and convey 

unto John F. Mautz and Diana G. Mautz, his wife, as tenants by the entireties, 

their heirs and assigns, in fee simple, the following described property, to wit: 

ALL that lot or parcel of lan·d situate, lying and being in the Town of St • 
Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland, and according to a Plat entitled "PLAT 
SHOWING LOT BELONGING TO GENEVIEVE LUSCOMBE IN THE TOWN OF ST. 
MICHAELS TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND" prepared by J. Tilghman Downey, 
dated· May 27, 1983, ·and intended for recording among the Plat Records of 
Talbot County, Maryland, simultaneously with the recording of these presents, is 
more particularly described as follows: 

Beginning for the same at the end of the first or nearly West 18 feet, 4 
inches line of that tract or parcel .. of land conveyed by and described in a deed 
from Thomas E. Harrison and Octavia L. Harrison, his wife, to Clarance Waters, 
by deed dated 11, July 1917, and recorded among the land records of Talbot 
County in liber C.B.L. No. 179, folio 182, said 1 point being on the Southerly 
side of Carpenter Street, and running thence binding thereon North 63 degrees 
33' 03 11 East 59.83 feet to· the lands of D. s. Hope, et al., thence leaving 
Carpenter Street, South 23 degrees 121 43n East 69.00 feet to a pipe, thence 
binding on a fence as now situated South 74 degrees 03' 29 11 West 39.29 feet to a 
fence post, thence South 73 degrees 51' 55 11 West 21.52 feet to a pipe now set at 
the southeasterly corner of the lands formerly of Bell, thence binding thereon 
North 22 degrees 37' 18". West ~8.00 feet to· the beginning hereof, containing 
0.087 acres of land, more or less. -

BEING a part of the property devised unto the said Genevieve W. Luscombe 
by the Last Will and Testament of Clarence H. Waters dated December 9, 1954, 
and recorded among the Will Record Books of Talbot County, Maryland, in Liber 
RRS No. 34, folio 39. AND BEING ALSO the same lots or parcels of land 
described in the following two Deeds: (1) Deed to Clarence Waters from 
Thomas E. Harrison, et ux, dated July. 11, 1917, and recorded among the Land 
Records of Talbot County, Maryland, in Liber No. 179, folio 182, and (2) Deed 
to Clarence H. Waters and Mabel O. Waters, his wife, from Albert L. Fairbank, 
et ux, dated November 28; 1925, and recorded among the Land Records of 
Talbot County, Maryland, in Liber No. 204, folio 403. The said Mabel O. Waters 
having predeceased him, title to the said property became vested in the said 
Clarence H. Waters as the surviving tenant by the entirety. 

TOGETHER with the buildings and improvements thereupon erected, made or 

being; and all and every, the rightit, al1eys, ways, waters, pdvileges, 

appurtenances and advantages to the same belonging and in any wise 

appertaining. 
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.,;{ B• 1~ r«:lecbered that on this 23• da7 or SepUnbno 

/..55/ 1 
TBO)lA.S E. !Ll.7.ll 50':1 

0 C'l' J. Vl A L. iiJ,jj21so5 • Rh W'lf'e.) J. y D. 19 18, at 10 :>'clock A. u., the rollowlne Deed op 

TO 
/ . 

1'1netrw:aent. or wr1 tine waa receiT!Hi to be recorded, ~ 

v"'J 111 accordingly enroll•d a s tollo~e. to ~lt:-CL.ARL!J CE WA 7?.?.S. 

------- -------·) m s D2'ED. llad• tbi:i EloY•nt.h day or ~Ul)' 1D tJa.. 

Col.l.llty, State or U•?7lwid, 

WI'r.;~, that 1D considn"tion or the IJWll ot N: ... hundred dollars (!500) tb 

receipt or •h1ch 1• b•reb1 ac:cnowledged the aa1d Thoas.1 E . Barr1aoD and pctaY1• L. Ba.zo­

ri son, b1 s •1.f• do grant a.nd conYey unto Cl.arence Wat.er• bis heir• and aas1g:r:.a, ill t'•• 
allaple, eJ.l that lot., part or lot. or p&rcel ot gi-owid dtu•t•• 17~ .:id being 1:D ~. 

ll1cbael:i , Tal~ot Count.7, ll•~land and described a:i tollowa, tha~ 1• to a~: 

P.ECI~lt'iC 'for tbe s...:i• at. th• North East corner or th• lo~ ool.d to 7bom&a B . Balrr1~ 

on b)' John 2. Y. Yales• Roble Grand or Lodga no. 66. z: O. O. P. of' Talbot. Coun~. OJl 

Deceaber 26th 19"'.AS and running thence •1tb Carpenter•• Street or All•; nearl7, Wes\., 

eighteen (1C) feet. 4 incbes; thence nearly South f1t't7 tour (!>4) f'••t. 6 incb•a; t.bau:e 

nearll" East. etg.ht•e~ (18) feet ~ inches. parallel w1tb f'irst lin• (or nearl)' so); ~nee 

norl7 B'ortb Ufty-e1ght. (58) f'eet to the begillDi.D&. 'lb!• lHt. lin• beiug·pa.rallel to . ... 
tbe second l1ne. 

'l'. E. Ear:-1.son' :! deed. •~• referl!'ed to being dul.J' r•col"ded 1D tI.iber '1'. G. w. Bo. 

153 folio 3-J l. 

TOGE:I'f'.E"R •1th the bu1141Jaaa and 1.mprovemeote tilereupon erected, llU'd• or ~•1ng e.A4 

all a.nd t'Ye?7, tb• r1gbt1, alla~:i, waya, •aters, pri71leg•s, appurtene.nc•• ~ o.d?a;A\ag•• 

to tb• •11.::1• belone1n6. or &Jl7W1:i• ap~~rtai.Dlng. 

TO Ji.nVE /SD ':O E:WD th• lot., part of lot or p!):-cel or growid and prem1ua; abcw. d.­

scr1bed and c•otloned, and hereby intended to be con•e7od; togot.ber with the right., 

pr1Y1leges, a?purtenanc•s e.nd a.dve.ntag•• thereto belonging or appertai.DinO unto eD4 to 

th• pro,er us• a.nd ben•rit of tb• said Clarence Yaters in tee-a1.mple . 

Bm th• •~id 'nlC1::2U E. R•?Tison and Octavia. L. Harrhon h•reb7 coymwit. that th97 

w1ll •an-ant .,.c1all7 ~b• propert7 bereb7 granted Wld conveyed; e.n.d that. tb•7 wlll •:r•­
cut• such t\art.h•r aesu.ra.ncea or se.id land as 1:1~ be requiait•. ... · 

l!!l?C:SS the bt.:lda a.nd Hals of' a aid grant.ors. 

Teati Alb•rt. C. ~la. • Th~s E. Harrison. (Sea.l.). 

Octa•!• L. Ba:rr1eon. fSeal). 

§TATE 01' w.~;!), ':'AL~T COtr.l'T'!' • to •1 t.: 

I~EUY C:?.T;?Y • \.hat 0 11 tbta &leYent.b d~ or July 1n th• )'•Ar one thou!Jand Dhe 

h\Ul~red a.nd ••Yent••n beforem•. the subscriber. • Bote.r7 Public or tba Staie of Me.%7land• 

1D e.nd r or T•lbo~ Cou.At7 • arore••1d, pereon•lly ap;>eared 'l'hom•e E. Barrleon e.n4 OctaYJA 

L.Barrieoo and ••ch acknowledged t.b• t'01'•go1ng De9d to be bi• •ct .• 

lfITSESS Jtq b.azi4 and not.anal. a.a.l.. Alben c. L.-.1:1. 
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J o?>.n n. w. \Tales, Noble 
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T-551 

. . 

A. D. 1909 at 12 o• cloaJc ll. 'lb• tollOllP1.ft8 IllED Ol" 

Inst:rwzient or 1P.?1.t1nir wsa :receiTed t o be ncorded 

anc! 1 s 11.Ccordinw en::olle<\ as .tollow1, to ll'it: y) 
l TRIS rc::o , Hat\9 tl:!s 

0

?.6th da:t or Dac•=•r in tht .. 

one tl:oue"n.d n1no :t:undroc\ and oi.z?:t by J o't'.n R. ?!. t't"lea, 1Joble Czand ( Presidont) ot 

. ~e·P.,Harrj.son 

:;oe.r 

· n~ 
) 

s1da Lod~ !lo. 66, I. o. o. P. or TaJ.bot County• 

tl!lF.Il.EAS Sa.::uel H. lZrl!:'!tson sold th lot hore1nA!'ter cte:scrjbec.\ to the atoreaaid Bay Side 

Lo~ 1:~. 66 , and conve7ed tl:e 11a.~ by D.:!~d dul..;f e7.0cuted 1n tt.e )'oar 1849, wl'.ich Doe4 :t:"Tine 

been rliela1d or loot witt.out :t'.av1~ boon roco:-de'1 in tl.e Lan\ Rdcord !Jooke or Talbo~ Cowley 

am\ tl':e said !11.y ::it'.& LOO.::• J~avir.e now eold S'\id lot and p.rolllioas unto T!":01:\4s B.llarr11on or 

\!IT?IF-:S::E:'I! • tbt 1n consit\er"tion or th cw:i or r-n'TEEll HU?IJ1ED AND PIF'TT DOLLA..'lS 

(~550 .00) t:t:e said Jo~.n H.l7.\Tsles, !loble Grand or Ilsy Side Lod~ ?,o. 66 I.o.o.P; ot '!'al~ 

County ~oth i:rant tln.d convey Ul"lto 'l'tocu E.lTl\rr!:on, J:b heirs l\nd aesi~:s. in toa siople , 

all tl':at lot or pareol or r.;rounl\ situete , l,:t1n~ and. bein,! in t:t.o to:m or !;t. !licl':~la, TAlbot 

County', !la.r.i'le.nd, tront1~ on Tulbot ~roet. tl.oroo! and bectnnine at tt.o llort.h troct co.nun: . . 
o! t~o lot t.oreb.i' cor.~010~ at tt.e 1~tor:ect1or. o~ C4.."?onto~·~ Alle:r o.nd ~~lbot ~rt1at e.~ 

• 
xunnin~ t!enco 1n a Sa.1therl,;r diroct1on wltl': sai~ ~~l~ot Stroot torty ro::::Z ro.t t o t~e iot. or 

J.Ett. UAtld.r.'; tt.er.ce with caid ~a\ldns loi 1n '\Ji :.~storl)' ~..1roction 'ovonty ~no ant\ tive 

t'll'olrtt.a (7').S/12) root to tt.e lot 'balon!:in!; to !;. ::. S. Cov<Jy; t~.once in e. !lorU.a: l ;r or ?lcrtl: 

1T.Jctorl:/ ~uoct!on s!Y.t;,o- !a..u- (64) !.oot to C!U"penter' a Alie.:r; t?".onco lfit..'l Ce.r91tutor' a .\11oy 

::1rty (Co) feet to t:t:o becinn.in'.:. 

"ToC£':'1'!"~; 'lr!t!". tl.e bu1ld1n!n an•l 1Dpro•1ozno1!1:11 tt:'>rou;>on arectod, 1:111.de or l::oi.ne; and all 

an<\ everJ, tl".e :i~tts, al!eys, tr&;1a , watoro, pr1v!le~ a, appurtene.nces and e.<toranta!os, 

to tte DN"'..& bolon~rv;. or 1n ruv-mee afJ1>~rt!l.1r.1ni:. 
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100 CARPENTER STREET T- 55 1 
St . hlichacl s, Talbot County , Maryland 
Northeast Elevation 
4/85 , Paul Touart, Photographer 
NEG/MD. Historical Trust 





100 CARPENTER STTIEET T-55 1 
St . Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland 
Northwest Elevation 
4/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
lTEG/I.iD. Historical Trust 

I 


