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Fristoe House 

St. Michaels 

private 

c. 1890 

The Fristoe house displays the standard side hall/parlor house form common 

to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Like many of the houses in St. 

Michaels, the Fristoe house does not stand out as an architectural gem, but instead, 

the house contributes to the overall strength and continuity of the historic 

streetscape. The relatively plain exterior and interior are not uncommon. These 

houses offered a large portion of the middle class population an adequate amount of 

domestic space finished in a practical and straightforward manner. 

The Fristoe house stands in the southern residential district of St. Michaels 

known is former years as "Gibson's Addition," which was laid out into building lots 

in around 1890. The heirs of Mary C. Gibson sold this lot numbered 24 to Charles 

B. Harrison who presumably erected this frame dwelling (113/226). 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common Fristoe House 

2. Location 

street & number 700 Talbot Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
J..... building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

/~~object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-557 

Magi No. 2105575604 

DOE _yes Lno 

_ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
__x__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name James P. Fristoe 

street & number P. 0. Box 565 telephone no.: 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 21663 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot Co. Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 

city, town Easton state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date -.- federal _state _county _local 

)pository tor survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
__ good 
__K fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
__ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. T-557 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Fristoe House description 

The Fristoe house is located at 700 Talbot Street in St. Michaels, Talbot 

County, Maryland. The house faces east with the principal gable oriented on a 

north/south axis. 

The c. 1880 two-story, side hall parlor frame house is supported by a minimal 

brick foundation and is uniformly covered with novelty siding. The medium pitched 

asphalt shingle roof has a boxed cornice and extended eaves. Extending to the rear 

(west) is a dining room and service wing. 

The east (main) elevation is three bays across with the entrance located in 

the north bay. A heavily molded four-panel door is flanked by three-light 

sidelights and a three-light transom. The adjacent two bays are filled with two 

over two sash windows with louvered shutters. The second floor is lighted by three 

two over two sash windows which retain their shutters. 

The north gable end is a plain weatherboard wall with a small rectangular 

vent piercing the upper gable. The east gable end, on the other hand, is marked by 

an exterior brick chimney with an expanded brick base. The eaves on both ends are 

slightly extended with short returns at the cornice level. 

The west side of the main house is fully covered by the two-story, two-bay 

dining room wing. Both floors are lighted by the same two over two sash windows 

flanked by louvered shutters. The kitchen wing is a slightly shorter two-story, one

bay section lighted by two over two sash as well. Rising against the rear wall of 

the kitchen is an exterior brick stove stack. The rear wall of the kitchen is covered 

by a partially enclosed shed roof porch. The first floor is framed in, while the 

second floor is an open porch. 

-I ,, 
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Fristoe House description Page 2 

The interior has remained largely unaltered. The stair rises against the 

north wall and is distinguished by a heavily turned mahogany newel post and turned 

balusters. A four-panel door opens into the closet space beneath the stair. Each 

room is fitted withagee molded baseboards and four-panel doors with molded 

surrounds. The mantel in the parlor has a fluted surround and the frieze is 

decorated with applied flower motifs on the corner blocks. The mantel shelf is molded. 

The service wing and the secord' floor are plainly finished. 

Standing behind the house is a frame garage. 

~"'·~--------------~ 



8. Significance Survey No. T-557 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
- - 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_·_ 1700-1799 
__x 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B .K_c _D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national _state _.(local 
\ 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geri.!"!ral statement of history and 
support. 

The Fristoe house displays the standard side hall/parlor house form. common 

to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Like many of the houses in St. 

Michaels, the Fristoe house does not stand out as an architecture gem, but instead, 

contributes to the overall strength and continuity of the historic streetscape. The 

relatively plain exterior and interior is not uncommon. These houses offered a 

.. , large portion of the middle class population an adequate amount of domestic space 

finished in a practical and straightforward manner. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-557 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

AL.Ll I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

0 W l.,,,......_l ,..._1 ___ 1 I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

I I I I I 

cLi.J .._I_.__ __ __._! _I....___._ ____ __ oLLJ ~I ~1......-.--.~I _I~-----
E l...LJ I I _1 ....___._.__ __ F LLJ I I I .._I ~_..__--
GLLJ I I -' _,,___.. ____ __ H LU I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels date 10/4/85 

street & number telephone 

city or town St. Michaels state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



FRISTOE - 700 TALBOT STREET 

) Year: 1947 Vol: 274 Page: 453 
From: Ethel F and John 1 Mussington Price: $5 
To James P Fristoe 
Notes: Property consists of three lots of "Gibson's Addition", Lots riumber 
23, 24, and 25 as shown on the attached plat, 1890, 113/204. 
Parcel 1 is lot #23 conveyed to Charles Bradford Harrison by Crittenden 
and Anna Ellis Harper, 1910, 158/224. It is part of the property devised to 
Ethel Fairbank Mussington by C B Harrison by will, 1919, 22/168. 
Parcel 2 is lot #24, conveyed to C B Harrison by Rebecca R Gibson, et al, 
1890, 113/276 and was included in Harrison's will, above. The house is on this 
lot. 
Parcel 3 is lot #25 and was conveyed to Mussington by Joseph F and 
Marjorie Caulk, 1921,190/226. 
Lots 23 and 25 apparently were never built on and the chain-of -title 
presented here will follow only lot number 24. 
1947, 274/454 to the County Trust Company is a mortgage for $2500. 

Year: 1890 Vol: 113 Page: 226 
From: Rebecca R Gibson, Mary A Gibson, Priscilla E Gibson Price: 
To Charles B Harrison 
Notes: "near the town of St Michaels". Lot XXIV. of Gibson's Addition. 
Acquired by Rebecca, Mary A , and Priscilla by .inheritance from their 
mother, Mary C Gibson. Also by deed from their brothers, 1878, 81/315. 
Conveyed to Mary C Gibson by John Harrington, 1867, 74/434. 

Year: 1875 Vol: 81 Page: 315 
From: John C Gibson and others (see below) Price: 
To Rebecca R, Marey A, and Priscilla E, Gibson 
Notes: John C Gibson of Talbot County and Fayette, Edward, and William Gibson 
of the Territory of Montana acknowledge that their mother wished to leave the 
property to the three sisters but the will had only two witnesses and was 
therefore invalid. In this deed the brothers give up their interest in the 
property. 
This is for the entire property of 29 acres. 



FRISTOE 

Year: 1867 Vol: 74 
From: John Harrington 
To Mary C Gibson 
Notes: Deed is for 29 

Page: 434 
Price: $2087 

acres. See plat. 

Year: 1853 Vol: 65 Page: 260 
From: Heirs of Nathan Harrington Price: $3000 
To John Harrington 

r~s1? 7 

PAGE TWO 

Notes: Deed is for 133 1/4 acres and 19 perches and includes the home farm of 
Nathan Harrington. Tracts included were "Rattan's Garden", "Point Lookout", 
"Chance", "Janes Progress" and "Parsley Neck". The Gibson property is probably 
part of "Chance", "Point Lookout" (which was only 8 acres), and/or "Parsley 
Neck". 

Year: 1815 Vol: 37 Page: 303 
From: John Dorgan Price: $1400 
To Nathan Harrington 
Notes: Chance, Janes Progress and Parsley Neck to the southard of the main 
road. 51+ acres. 

Conveyed to Dorgan in 1813 by Elizabeth Sherwood. 

Year: 1814 Vol: 36 Page: 288 
From: Elizabeth Sherwood Price: 
To John Dorgan 
Notes: Metes and bounds not given~ Is the property conveyed to Thomas Sherwood, 
dcd , father of Hugh Sherwood, dcd, husband of Elizabeth Sherwood, by William 
Harrison and John Thompson. Includes parts of Bentley Hay, Janes Progress, and 
Beach conveyed to Thomas Sherwood by William Harrison in 1785. Also, James 
Braddock's land lying to southard of a line from the east end of Chestnut Street 
on a cove of St Michaels River, across the main road to Broad Creek which was 
conveyed to Thomas Sherwood by John Thompson in 1791. Two lots on Chestnut 
Street were excluded. This deal was the result of a Chancery suit to force the 
sale of Hugh Sherwood's real estate. 
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FRISTOE 

Year: 1791 Vol: 24 Page: 299 
From: John Thompson Price: p84 cm 
To Thomas Sherwood 

~-557 

PAGE THREE 

Notes: All James Braddock's land southward of a line from the cove at the east P 

end of Chestnut Street straight across the main road to Broad Creek. This land 
included parts of Chance, and Parsley Neck. 

John Thompson had inherited the property from James Braddock. 

From this point the title goes back through Braddock's purchase from 
George Gleave (1775, 20/484); Gleave from James Hewes (1775, 20/473); the Hewes 
(either David, James, or John) acquired Chance from George Taylor (1740,14/451 
and 1742, 15/299);in 14/313, David Hewes gave to son John "All my substance 
whatsoever, moveable and immoveable, Quick and Dead, of what kind and condition 
soever the same are or be".!! I did not find a reference in Easton for George 
Taylor buying or inheriting "Chance". Edward Elliott is also in here with a 
resurvey of several tracts which he called 11 Chance". The resurvey, for 223 acres 
does not fit the ground. The large "victorian" house razed by Garbisch a couple 
of years ago was probably on the site of the original dwelling of George Taylor 
and/or David Hewes and was located less than 1000 feet from the Fristoe house. 
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FRISTOE - 700 TALBOT STREET 

Year: 1947 Vol: 274 Page: 453 
From: Ethel F and John L Mussington Price: $5 
To James P Fristoe 
Notes: Property consists of three lots of "Gibson's Addition", Lots number 
23, 24, and 25 as shown on the attached plat, 1890, 113/204. 
Parcel 1 is lot #23 conveyed to Charles Bradford Harrison by Crittenden 
and Anna Ellis Harper, 1910, 158/224. It is part of the property devised to 
Ethel Fairbank Mussington by C B Harrison by will, 1919, 22/168. 
Parcel 2 is lot #24, conveyed to C B Harrison by Rebecca R Gibson, et al, 
1890, 113/276 and was included in Harrison's will, above. The house is on this 
lot. 
Parcel 3 is lot 1125 and was conveyed to Mussington by Joseph F and 
Marjorie Caulk, 1921,190/226. 
Lots 23 and 25 apparently were never built on and the chain-of -title 
presented here will follow only lot number 24. 
1947, 274/454 to the County Trust Company is a mortgage for $2500. 

Year: 1890 Vol: 113 Page: 226 
From: Rebecca R Gibson, Mary A Gibson, Priscilla E Gibson Price: 
To Charles B Harrison 
Notes: "near the town of St Michaels". Lot XXIV. of Gibson's Addition. 
Acquired by Rebecca, Mary A , and Priscilla by inheritance from their 
mother, Mary C Gibson. Also by deed from their brothers, 1878, 81/315. 
Conveyed to Mary C Gibson by John Harrington, 1867, 74/434. 

Year: 1875 Vol: 81 Page: 315 
From: John C Gibson and others (see below) Price: 
To Rebecca R, Marey A, and Priscilla E, Gibson 
Notes: John C Gibson of Talbot County and Fayette, Edward, and William Gibson 
of the Territory of Montana acknowledge that their mother wished to leave the 
property to the three sisters but the will had only two witnesses and was 
therefore invalid. In this deed the brothers give up their interest in the 
property. 
This is for the entire property of 29 acres. 



FRISTOE 

Year: 1867 Vol: 74 
From: John Harrington 
To Mary C Gibson 
Notes: Deed is for 29 

Page: 434 
Price: $2087 

acres. See plat. 

Year: 1853 Vol: 65 Page: 260 
From: Heirs of Nathan Harrington Price: $3000 
To John Harrington 

'F-557 
PAGE TWO 

Notes: Deed is for 133 1/4 acres and 19 perches and includes the home farm of 
Nathan Harrington. Tracts included were "Hatton's Garden", "Point Lookout", 
"Chance", "Janes Progress" and nParsley Neck". The Gibson property is probably 
part of "Chance", "Point Lookout" (which was only 8 acres), and/or "Parsley 
Neck". 

Year: 1815 Vol: 37 Page: 303 
From: John Dorgan Price: $1400 
To Nathan Harrington 
Notes: Chance, Janes Progress and Parsley Neck to the southard of the main 
road. 51+ acres. 

Conveyed to Dorgan in 1813 by Elizabeth Sherwood. 

Year: 1814 Vol: 36 Page: 288 
From: Elizabeth Sherwood Price: 
To John Dorgan 
Notes: Metes and bounds not given. Is the property conveyed to Thomas Sherwood, 
dcd , father of Hugh Sherwood, dcd, husband of Elizabeth Sherwood, by William 
Harrison and John Thompson. Includes parts of Bentley Hay, Janes Progress, and 
Beach conveyed to Thomas Sherwood by William Harrison in 1785. Also, James 
Braddock's land lying to southard of a line from the east end of Chestnut Street 
on a cove of St Michaels River, across the main road to Broad Creek which was 
conveyed to Thomas Sherwood by John Thompson in 1791. Two lots on Chestnut 
Street were excluded. This deal was the result of a Chancery suit to force the 
sale of Hugh Sherwood's real estate. 



FRISTOE 

Year: 1791 Vol: 24 Page: 299 
From: John Thompson Price: p84 cm 
To Thomas Sherwood 

;:-557 

PAGE THREE 

Notes: All James Braddock's land southward of a line from the cove at the east 
end of Chestnut Street straight across the main road to Broad Creek. This land 
included parts of Chance, and Parsley Neck. 

John Thompson had inherited the property from James Braddock. 

From this point the title goes back through Braddock's purchase from 
George Gleave (1775, 20/484); Gleave from James Hewes (1775, 20/473); the Hewes 
(either David, James, or John) acquired Chance from George Taylor (1740,14/451 
and 1742, 15/299);in 14/313, David Hewes gave to son John "All my substance 
whatsoever, moveable and immoveable, Quick and Dead, of what kind and condition 
soever the same are or be".!! I did not find a reference in Easton for George 
Taylor buying or inheriting nchance". Edward Elliott is also in here with a 
resurvey of several tracts which he called "Chance". The resurvey, for 223 acres 
does not fit the ground. The large "victorian" house razed by Garbisch a couple 
of years ago was probably on the site of the original dwelling of George Taylor 
and/or David Hewes and was located less than 1000 feet from the Fristoe house. 
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