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CU£ton Hope House 

St. Michaels 

private 

1888 

Located at 400 South Talbot Street, the Clift.on Hope house follows the 

popular Queen Anne style that dominated domestic architecture during t..he late 

nineteenth century. Irregular in plan and elevation, the CU£ton Hope house has 

distinctive two-story bay windows, a complex roof, and rare eyebrow windows that 

light the attic. The standard two-story porch with sawn balusters and turned posts 

was fitted in the southeast corner of the basic tee-plan structure. Attached to the 

--. 1ack of the main house is a two-story service wing. The interior is finished in a 

standard manner with Victorian period mantels, doors, and beaded board wainscoting. 

Although the interior finishes are not highly unusual, they are significant for being 

largely unaltered since the time of construction. 

Construction of this Talbot street house is firmly dated to 1888 after Clift.on 

Hope purchased this lot from the Hugh Marshall estate in 1887 (105/474). Since the 

1880s the corner property has remained in the hands of the Hope family. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Clifton Hope House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 400 South Talbot Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
_x building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_x_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-560 

Magi No. 2105605604 

DOE ~yes l(_no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
_]£__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Helen Sixt/if/ Clifta Louise Hope 

street & number 400 S. Talbot Street telephone no.: 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 21663 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,registryofdeeds,etc. Talbot Co. Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 

city, town Easton state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

ipository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Descri,ption 

Condition 
_excellent 
______x good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_K original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. T-560 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Clifton Hope House description 

The Clifton Hope house stands at 400 South Talbot Street at the south end of 

the St. Michaels business district in Talbot County, Maryland. The two-story frame 

house faces east with the principal gable oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built in 1888, the two-story tee-shaped frame house is supported by a 

minimal brick foundation and is sheathed with asphalt siding soon to be replaced by 

artificial German siding. The steeply pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The east (main) elevation of the front leg is dominated by a two-story bay 

window which is marked by paired single pane sash windows in front and narrow 

single pane sash windows to each side. The attic is lighted by a large gabled 

dormer pierced by a paired single pane sash window. The south dorner of the tee 

plan is filled with a two-story turned post porch. Both the first and second floor~ 

of the porch have decorative sawn brackets. The second floor is screened in, and h, 

is partially :.enclosed by a sawn baluster handrail. The entrance is located in the 

southwest corner and it is distinguished by a four-panel door with decorative 

Victorian moldings and a transom. The second floor is marked by a door and 

adjacent window. Eyebrow windows mark the north and south roof slope of the front 

leg of the tee plan, and a modern brick chimney has been attached to the north side 

of the tee. 

The rear portion of front block is detailed in much the same way as the front 

leg. Paired windows pierce the south wall which is also topped by a large gabled 

dormer with a paired single pane sash window. 

Extending to the rear is a two-story service wing covered by a standard gable 

roof. A combination of single-pane sash windows and more modern replacements 

light the first and second floors. A screened in porch is located on the south side of 

the kitchen and leads to the garage that is attached to the back of the house. 



T-560 

The Clifton Hope House description Page 2 

The Victorian interior has been left largely unaltered. The chimney location 

was moved from an interior wall to the north exterior wall, so the Victorian 

millwork mantel was moved as well. Four-panel interior doors are framed by simply 

molded surrounds. The stair rises in the center of the house between the front 

room and the back rooms. Beaded board wainscoting is found in the back rooms and 

on the second floor. The most notable feature in the kitchen is the pressed tin 

ceiling. At the second floor level there is a guardrail along the hallway with a 

turned newel post, turned balusters and a molded handrail. The stair is enclosed as 

it rises to the attic. One unusual feat,ire in the upstairs hall ig the curved wall. 

Opening off the hall is a door to the second fl<X>r of the front porch. The 

bedrooms are finished in a plain manner. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-560 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

,_ 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
__x 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law -- science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature -- sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military -- social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy -- theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

1888 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B )!;__C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state J(local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gert~ral statement of history and 
\ support. 

The Clifton Hope house is one of the best examples of the Queen Anne style 

popular during the late decades of the nineteenth century. The house combines an 

irregular floor plan, the standard two-story porch, bay windows, as well as rarely 

seen eyebrow windows. The interior is finished in a standard manner with Victorian 

period mantels, doors, beaded board wainscoting, etc. Al though the interior 

finishes are not highly unu~ual, they are significant for being largely unaltered 
nee the time of construction. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-560 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i.J I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ.J L-1 .....___. __ ........ _ oLIJ I I I I 
E L.i_J ._I .....___.--.......... .... 

F LL_j I I I I 
G L.i_J ._I ............. ___ _ 

H l.iJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels date 10/8/85 

street & number telephone 

city or town st Michaels state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



se~t•mber 9 • ..1.9.6t,_.,.z.;_50-__ Jr ,--R.-,\! 
125200 JQr~ynitt'El Cirri<. 

T::iI::> LJEJ::D; Maae this__g:!:_day o!.dp-&J,," in the year 

~ineteen Hundred and Sixty-~ight, by William Raddie a9d Jane ~. Heddie, 

his wife, of Talbot County, Maryl~nd. 

•ITT~ESSETH, That in consideration of the sum of ?ive Dollars 

($5.00), the said William Reddie and Jane :;. Eeddie, his wife, do hereby 

grant ana convey unto Clifta L. nope and Helen Hope ::>ixbey, as joint 

tenqnts, and not as tenants in collll!lon, their heirs and assigns, and the 

heirs and assigns of the survivor of them, in fee simµle, the following 

described property, to-wit: 

ALL that lot of ground situate at the Southwest corner of Talbot 

and Grace ~treats, in the Town of st. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland, 

and described ss follows: 

BEGINNING at said Southwest corner and running thence westerly 

with saia Grace ~treet seventy-six (76) feet to the land of Ronan Ortt; , 
thence with said Ortt land Southerly seventy-nine (79) feet six {6) 

inches to the lot conveyed to Philip H. Hope by :;)eed dated August 23, 

l91J ana recorded in Liber No. 165, folio 462, Land Record Book for Talbot 

County; thence Easterly with said Hope lot seventy-six (76) feet to T!l.lbot 

~treet; thence with Talbot ~treet Northerly seventy-nine (79) feet six 

(6) inches to the plRce of beginning. 

:BEING the Saine property conveyed to Wiiliarn Reddie by Clifta 

L. Hope, single, by Deed of even date and now about to be recorded among 

the Land Record Books for Talbot County immediately prior hereto. 

TOGETHJ::R with the buildings and improvements thereon erected, 

made or being; ana all and every, the rights, alleys, ways, waters, 

privileges, appurtenantes and advantages thereto belonging or in any 

wise anpertaining. 

TC HAVE A~D TO HOLD said parcel of land and premises; above 

described and mentioned, and hereby intenaed to be conveyed, together 

with the rights, privileges, appurtenances ana advantages thereto be-

longing or appertaining unto and to the proper use and benefit of the 

lSfR 430 P:.Of 365 



HOPE -- SIXBEY HOUSE 

Year: 1968 Vol: 430 Page: 365 
From: William Reddie Price: $5 
To Clif ta L Hope and Helen Hope Sixbey 
Notes: See deed, attached. 
Conveyed to William Reddie by Clifta L Hope, single, 1968, 430/363. 

Year: 1968 Vol: 430 Page: 363 
From: Clifta Hope, single Price: 
To William Reddie 
Notes: Title clearance. 
Conveyed to Clifton Hope, Lydia Hope, Fannie Hope, Clifta L Hope by 
Philip H Hope, 1930, 224/55 
Property descended to Clifta Hope on death of Clifton Hope (1935), 
Lydia (1965), and Fannie (1963). 

Year: 1930 Vol: 224 Page: 55 
From: Philip H and Lorena E Hope Price: $1 
To Clifton Hope, Lydia Hope, Fannie Hope and Clifta L Hope 
Notes: Same description. 
Conveyed to Philip H Hope by Clifton Hope, 1930, 224/54. 

Year: 1930 Vol: 224 Page: 54 
From: Clifton Hope Price: $1 
To Philip H Hope 
Notes: Same description. 
Conveyed to Clifton Hope and Elizabeth F Hope by Lydia Hope, single, 
1928, 213/154. 

Year: 1928 Vol: 213 Page: 154 
From: Lydia Hope, single Price: $5 
To Clifton & Elizabeth F Hope 
Notes: Same description. Title clearance. 
Conveyed to Lydia Hope by Clifton Hope and wife, 1928, 213/152. 

Year: 1928 Vol: 213 Page: 152 
From: Clifton Hope Price: $5 
To Lydia Hope 
Notes: Same as final description (76 1 x 79'6"). 

"Being the remaining part of the land conveyed to Clifton Hope by 
Fayette Gibson, trustee, 1887, 105/474. 



HOPE -- SIXBEY HOUSE PAGE TWO 

Year: 1913 Vol: 165 Page: 462 
From: Clifton Hope & Elizabeth F Price: $650 
To Philip H Hope 
Notes: Begins at lot of Clifton Hope on W side of Talbot Street "about 79 ft 6 
inches" from Grace Street; runs W with Hope lot 76' to Mrs. Sadie Chesley; then 
S 36'6" to Edward W Hopkins; then E 76' to Talbot Street; then N with Talbot 
Street 36'6" to the beginning. 
Part of the land purchased by Clifton Hope, 1887, 105/474. 

Year: 1887 Vol: 105 Page: 474 
From: Fayette Gibson, trustee Price: $900 
To Clifton Hope 
Notes: See attched deed. Note that the frontage on Talbot Street is only 58'. 
Fayette Gibson was trustee entrusted with the sale of part of the estate 
of Hugh Marshall. Marshall had obtained title to the property through a mortgage 
from John R. Pursley, 1854, 65/506. 

Year: 1854 Vol: 65 Page: 506 
From: John R Pursley Price: mortgage 
To Hugh Marshall 
Notes: This is a mortage for $300 plus $1085.60 with the following as security: 
On West side of Talbot Street. Begins at a stone; runs 120 feet on Talbot Street 
to Polk Alley (Grace Street); then W with alley 80' to Alfred Harrison; S with 
Harrison 120 ' to Nathan.Harrington; then E to the beginning. 
Title to "one half lot" conveyed by James & Margaret Pursley, 1853,65/294 

Year: 1854 Vol: 65 Page: 449 
From: John R Pursley Price: mortgage 
To John Harper 
Notes: Is not too clear, but refers to John R Pursley's note for $200 in 
December, 1853. The security is stated as being "according to the deed of James 
Pursley to John R Pursley. No reference to satisfaction or foreclosure was 
found. 

Year: 1853 Vol: 65 Page: 294 
From: James & Margaret Pursley Price: $200 
To John R Pursley 
Notes: This is a title to 1/2 the lot with the same description as 1854,65/506. 
No previous conveyance given but James Pursley bought the land from 
Samuel Harrison, executor of William Haddaway, 1814, 37/73. 
James Pursley,"late postmaster of St. Michaels", died age 63 in February, 
1825 (Newspaper Abstracts, 1825-1829, vol.5, item 373); Volume 7 of the 
Abstracts for 1830-1834, items 372 and 480 state that James Pursley's heirs owed 

~· taxes on a lot in St. Michaels for 1830 and 1832. 
Not found were references to inheritance by the James Pursley in this 
deed or any reference to the "half" of the lot not sold to John R Pursley. 



1-56 () 

HOPE--SIXBEY HOUSE PAGE THREE 

Year: 1814 Vol: 37 Page: 73 
From: Samuel Harrison, executor of William Haddaway Price: $250 
To James Pursley 
Notes: A Robert Gossage had made a mortgage withBthe subject property as 
security to William Haddaway in 1802 (30/34). Gossage died and his heirs gave 
up their interest in the property to satisfy the mortgage. 
Stated as being "part of CHANCE". Begins at a boundary stone of John 
Bruff; runs "up the road" 66' to another stone; then 80' "back"; the 66' "across 
t:o John Bruff'.'. 
Additional mention of James Pursley in the "Abstracts" says that he had 
advertised for a position as a clerk or to teach in 1804 and to teach English in 
1811. He was employed 2 miles from St. Michaels in 1811. 

Year: 1802 Vol: 30 Page: 34 
From: Robert Gossage, Innkeeper Price: p85 8s 9d , 
To William Haddaway 
Notes: Part of CHANCE. Same description as Pursley's deed, 1814, 37/73. Have 
not found anything as to where or when Gossage practised his trade (he could 
have operated out of the "Dr. Dodson House") 
No previous conveyance given but John Thompson sold the lot to Robert 
Gossage, 1789, 23/589. 

Year: 1789 Vol: 23 Page: 589 
From: John Thompson Price: p13 4s 
To Robert Gossage, Innkeeper 
Notes: Part of CHANCE. Same description as 1814, 37/73. Sale was in "current 
money" (not much!) 
From here the title goes to John Thompson's inheritance from James 
Braddock; Braddock's purchase from Gleave, etc. See last paragraph under Fristoe 
for a run-down .. If the reference to CHANCE is correct, this would have been 
on the western boundary of JANES PROGRESS. John Bruff had bought a lot here 
from James Braddock and a later purchase from John Thompson. This is part of 
the section the surveyors of 1806 gave up as bucket of worms. 
The metes and bounds of the various deeds vary quite a bit: 
1789 1802 1814 1854 1887 1913 1968 
COURSE 23/589 30/34 37/73 65/506 105/474 165/462 430/365 
================================================================== 
west 
south 
east 
north 

80 
66 
80 
66 

80 
66 
80 
66 

80 
66 
80 
66 

80 
120 

80 
120 

76 
58 
76 
58 

76 
36 1 611 

76 
36 1 611 

76 
79'6" 
76 
79 1 611 (Talbot Street) 
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CLIFTON HOPE HOUSE T-560 
St. hlichacls, Talbot County, Maryland 
East Elevation 
4/85, Paul Touart, PhotoBrapher 
NEG/MD. Historical Trust 


