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Marshall House 

st. Michaels 

private 

c. 1803 

Sited on the north west corner of Locust and Carpenter streets, the Marshall 

house belongs to a handful of single-story, double-pile frame houses erected during 

the first decade of the nineteenth century. In contrast to the other houses of the 

same form, the Marshall house contains one of the better surviving interiors with 

its Federal period mantels, stair, doors, and chair rail. The second floor is divided 

by beaded board parititions. 

As photographed around 1938-1940, the Marshall house was covered with 

horizontal weatherboards and the south gable end had an exposed brick firewall. A 

short single-story addition was attached to the north end. 

Construction of this house is attributed to John Harrison, who purchased this 

property in 1803 from Joseph Harrison for $39. ( 30/346) . At John Harrison's death 

the Circuit Court of Talbot County appointed a trustee and authorized the sale of 

the house and lot to Mary Ann Ash (59/254). The following year the house was 

transferred to Hugh Marshall for $374.50 (60/76). 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/orcommon Marshall House 

2. Location 

street & number\C}{ Locust Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
_x__ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

---_object 

Ownership 
_public 
-X- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_x_not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
---.X. occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-563 

Magi No. 2105635304 

DOE _yes Xno 

_ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
__x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mrs . Marshal 1 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town St, MichaelB state and zip code MD 21§§3 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,registryofdeeds,etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 

city, town Easton state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

_federal _state _county local _.,-.,,,,., ________________________ _:__:::_..:...:_;::_:_:___-===...::...:.=..:~-==-:=-=:.:..:.:.:~===-::== date 

.... epository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
---1Lgood 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_Xoriginal site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. T-563 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Marshall house description 

The Marshall house stands on the northwest corner of the intersection of 

Locust and Carpenter streets in St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The single

story frame house faces east with the gable roof oriented on a north/south axis. 

Built c. 1800-1810, double-pile frame house rests on a minimal brick 

foundation, and it is sheathed with aluminum siding. A steeply pitched roof with 

flush gable ends and a boxed cornice is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The east (main) elevation is three bays across with a center door and flanking 

windows with replaced sash. A concrete front step, a metal awning, and louvered 

aluminum shutters have been added to the front facade. 

The south side is marked by gable end windows located to each side of the 

stuccoed interior end brick chimney. The north end is likewise marked by gable end 

windows with replaced sash. 

The west (rear) facade has a center door and flanking windows like the front 

wall. 

The two-room first floor interior.has been generally remodeled with the front 

room converted to a kitchen. In spite of artificial layers of imitation brick and 

board paneling, the Federal period mantels, doors, and chair rail remain in place. 

The front corner mantel follows a standard Federal period format with a molded 

surround, a five-part frieze and a broken shelf. The frieze blocks are fluted and the 

mantel shelf consists of a complex series of early nineteenth-century moldings. 

The back room survives with its mantel in addition to the enclosed winder stair. The 

mantel has a molded surround and a two-part paneled frieze. This mantel shelf is 

not broken, and it consists of a series of cyma curves and TIJ.?lded edges. The chair 

rail also remains in place in the back room. The stair rises against the south walJ 

behind a raised four-panel door. 



T-563 

Marshall house description 

The second floor is divided into three rooms by beaded board partitions. 

Board and batten doors are framed by narrow ovolo molded surrounds. The rooms 

are finished with beaded baseboard, and the small crawl space access doors are 

framed by the same molded surround. 

The attic was inaccessible, so the exact nail type was not detennined. 

Page 2 



8. Significance Survey No. T-563 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
=~ 1400-1499 

.1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B _l_c D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state ~local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a ge~eral statement of history and 
\ support. 

The Marshall house is one of a handful of single-story or story-and-a-half 

double pile frame or brick houses that stand in the residential districts of St. 

Michaels. In contrast to the other houses of the same form, the Marshall house 

contains one of the better surviving interiors with its Federal period mantels, 

doors, and chair rail. The back stair is also another rare feature, as is the second 

floor with its beaded b0ard partitions. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-563 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ.J ..._I .._I ....__.. __ D~ I I I I 
E LLJ ._I ...... I~-- F LLJ I I I I 
G LiJ .__I _._I ......._ __ _ H LLJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels date 10/26/85 

street & number telephone 

city or town St. Michaels state MD 21663 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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MRS. MARSHALL - LOCUST STREET 

Year: 1959 Vol: 34 Page: 39 (WILL) 
From: Will of Clarence H Waters Price: 
To: 

16 NOV 85 

Notes: "I Clarence H Waters of St Michaels, Talbot County do hereby make 
my last will and testament. 

To my daughter, Genevieve Waters Luscombe, I give and bequeath everything 
stocks, bonds, real estate, insurance, everything that I own. Signed 12/9/59. 
Probate 1965. 

Year: 1928 Vol: 213 Page: 143 
From: Elizabeth A Willis Price: 
To: Clarence H Waters 
Notes: See copy of deed, attached. 

1928, 213/145 is a mortgage to Citizens Bank of the Eastern Shore 
Trust Company for $450 

Year: 1875 Vol: 12 Page: 415-452 
From: Hope vs Marshall Chancery Record 27 Nov 1875 Heirs of Hugh Marshall sue 

,-' to force sale of Hugh Marshall's real estate 
Notes: Very lengthy and involved several properties, including the "brick 
hotel" . Part of the testimony states that there are two houses on the 
corner Locust & Carpenter lot , that they are in poor condition and in need 
of immediate repair. They are appraised for $200. 

Year: 1875 Vol: 81 Page: 406 
From: Henry H Goldsborough and William G Roberts, trustees Price: $5 
To: Elizabeth A Willis 
Notes: By order of Circuit Court, 3 Feb 1874. Louis K Marshall, etal compl
aintants vs Daniel Hope, admin of Hugh Marshall dcd, eta! defendants. G & R 
were appointed to sell land of dcd. This is lot #4 and is sold to Elizabeth A 
Willis, wife of Lewis C Willis. Begin at point on Carpenter St where lot #3 
sold to John Jefferson intersects #4; run with #3 N 18 W 60 perches (!) to 
Thomas Willey; with Willey N 71 E 60 feet to Locust Street; with Locust St 
S 18 E 60 feet to Carpenter Street; with Carpenter Street to beginning. 

There are two suits. One is Marshall vs Hope and the other, Hope vs Marshall. 
Apparently the land was sold before the case(s) were wrapped up. I would prefer 
to omit the Chancery reference, except for the testimony regarding the condition 
of the house. 



MRS. MARSHALL - LOCUST STREET 

Year: 1846 Vol: 60 Page: 76 
From: John and Mary Ann Leaverton Price: $374.50 
To: Hugh Marshall 

PAGE TWO 

Notes: Sale is for a "framed house and lot". Begins at a corner where two roads 
intended to become streets or alleys intersect. Run N 21 1/4 W 3 1/2 perches, 
3 links to Philip Willer (!); with Willer (!) S 68 3/4 W 7.6 perches to Phil
emon Hambleton; with Hambleton S 21 1/4 E 3 1/2 perches , 3 links; then to 
beginning. 

"Said house and lot was sold to Mary Ann Ash, now Mary Ann Leaverton by 
Samuel Hambleton Jr trustee for the sale of real estate of John Harrison, dcd. 
2 Dec 1845, 59/254. 

Year: 1845 Vol: 59 Page: 254 
From: Samuel Hambleton Jr,trustee Price: $5 
To: Mary Ann Ash 
Notes: By Circuit Court decree 9 May 1842 Samuel Hambleton Jr was appointed 
trustee and authorized to sell the real estate of John Harrison, dcd. On 26 
July 1843 Mary Ann Ash bought the dwelling house and lot. Same description 
as 184~, 60/76. 

Year: 1803 Vol: 30 Page: 346 
From: Joseph Harrison of Joseph & Mary Price: $39 
To: John Harrison 
Notes: Part of "Joseph's Lot". Begin at a post at a corner of two roads or 
ways intended to be established as streets or alleys opposite to the lot 
leased by Thomas Harrison, dcd to Thomas Dodson. Run with one road or alley 
N 23 W 60 feet; then S 67 W 120 feet; then S 23 E 60 feet to the other road 
or alley; then straight to the beginning. 

Early history should follow the chain of"Joseph's Lot" (or"Stopper") through 
Joseph, Mary, Thomas, and Robert Harrison; Edward Elliott and Christoper Staufer 
(Stamper, or Stanpher, etc) 
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'tr!1'lfESSEtH, '!'hll.t. 1n oons 1der"' 1i 1oa of 1ih• ISWI ot Tm.• Hunrlre4 "'lld P1t~7 Doll-lP• . I 
cs;sso) ~bit Stlld El1z11.buh A.WUU.a doth grant. itn4 conve1 unt.o Cll\Nne& H.Wit~ra .. ot I 
.s11.14 COW11i7, ttJMl 'at.ttt.•, h1s heirs "'nd aas1gns1 1n h• a1mpl• 0 &11 &nd e1ngul"'r t.hll\t. l0t. 

I 
ot 11tnd, s1t.UttT.8, lying .. nd 'be1ng 11.t. t.he nort.bwest. corner, or 1nt.•rs•ct.1on at Cl\l'pi·llti9n· 

I 
Alley 1tnd Locust St.re•t.. 1n t.hlt town at St..M1chl'l•ls, 1n Tl11l'oo' Count.1 d'orea&1d.. and 
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At. 1ih9 corner ot t.he lot ot th• l&t.• John J•ttarsm, 1tnd J'Ulln1ng t.hancit wlt.h a"1d 1~ 

-~ . . . . ' i : 
(known aa Lot. No., on " pl,.,. !llJ\d• bi ThOl!ll\a J.w .. rren1 S\l.l'W7or1 AprU 7. 1874) nor-t.hl 18 

, . . . • I 
. , • . • I 

- ·----,.··----·----------- I 
d•grH.e west t.went.;y flve (25) te•t. t.o t.he :ree•rv•d 11\nd of t.b• gr ... n-:.w; T.Mn~ •h•rew1t.h 

i 
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r:AnSIIALL HOUSE T-5G3 
St . ~ichacls, Talbot County, ~aryland 
northeast Elevation 
6/55, Paul Touart, Photo~rapher 
llI.:G/I.:D . Ilistor ical Trust 





liARSiIALL nousr; T-553 
St . Llichaelo, Talbot County, ~aryland 
Six-Panel Door 
G/85, Paul Touart, Photo~rapher 
UEG/UD. Historical Trust 





T.iARSIIALL HOUSE T-563 
Living Room Uantel 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
HEG/IID. Historical Trust 





l~ARSIIALL HOUSE T-563 
St. ~ichacls, Talbot County, ~aryland 
Federal l\!antel 
G/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
llEG/r.:n. Ilintor ical Trust 
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