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Riverside Cleaners 

St. Michaels 

private 

c. 1880-1900 

Riverside Cleaners occupies the south side of a two-story frame commercial 

block located on the west side of Talbot Street in the central business district of 

st. Michaels. Aside from an artificial layer of siding, the front of the shop has 

remained essentially unchanged with its recessed entrance and large display window. 

A low paneled knee wall and the small paned windows that stretch along the top of 

the display case are features that continue to the shop immediately north. The 

cleaners shares the same roofline with the shop to the south. As a result of these 

shared architectural features, the Riverside Cleaners building is a plain but 

nevertheless important commercial block that contributes to the nineteenth-century 

character of Talbot Street. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic 

and/or common Riverside Cleaners 

2. Location 

street & number West side of Talbot Street "t I 0 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

__ public 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 

Survey No. T-566 

Magi No. 2105665611 

DOE _yes .K._no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_museum 
_park 

__ district­
----X building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

--X-- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 

_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 

_ agriculture 
_x__ commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ private residence 
_religious 

.~_object 

__ being considered 
-2Lnot applicable 

~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Donald Young 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town St Mi chg el 5 state and zip code Mp 21663 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,registryofdeeds,etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 

street&number Talbot County Courthouse folio 

city, town Easton state Mp 
6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

__ federal __ state _ county 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 

local 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
__ good 
~fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _ unaltered 
__ ruins ___x_ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_.x original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No.T-566 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Riverside Cleaners 

The Riverside Cleaners stands on the west side of Talbot Street 

in the center of the St. Michaels business district, Talbot County, Maryland. The 

two-story frame connnercial building faces east. 

Built dliring the last decades of the nineteenth century, the Riverside 

Cleaners occupies part of a two-story, shed roofed connnercial block supported by a 

minimal brick foundation. Vinyl siding has been added to the front of the building, 

but the weatherboards remain exposed on each side. 

The east (main) elevation of Riverside Cleaners consists of a glass display 

window and a recessed shop entrance to the left (south) of the display space. The 

front door is glazed and the display window has a low paneled knee wall and a series 

of clouded windows that stretch across the top of the window. A short pent eave 

extends across the shop between floors and is covered with seamed tin. The second 

floor is lighted by a paired six over six sash window. The top of the front wall is 

finished with a board fascia and a cornice with bed and crown moldings. 

Both sides of the shop are covered in part by the neighboring store buildings. 

The west (rear) elevation consists of a single-story addition with a narrow brick 

stove stack rising from the flat roof. A small shed roofed storage shed is attached 

to the back of the addition. A six over six sash is located to the right of the 

storage shed. 

The interior has been generally remodeled through the years, but a late 

· t t t stair· · t t A 1 1 t d t 1 nine een h-cen ury~remains in ac . arge square newe pos an rec angu ar 

balusters support a molded handrail. The plain rooms on the second floor are fitted 

with ogee molded baseboard. The walls are covered with wallboard. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-566 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B 2i_C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national ~state l(_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geAeral statement of. history and 
\ ' support. 

Riverside Cleaners occupies part of a two-story frame connnercial block 

located on the west side of Talbot Street in the central business district of 

St. Michaels. Aside from an artificial layer of siding, the front of the shop has 

remained essentially unchanged with its recessed entrance and large display window. 

A low paneled knee wall and the small paned windows that stretch along the top of 

the display case are features that continue to the shop innnediately north of the 

cleaners. The cleaners ~shares the same roofline with the shop immediately south. 

As a result of these shared architectural features, the Riverside Cleaners building 

is a plain but nevertheless important connnercial block that contributes to this line 

of shop fronts on Talbot street. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-566 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

AL._Ll I I 1 ! I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I .....__.. _____ I _I....._.~---- oLLJ I I I I 
E LU I I I..__.__..__..__ __ F l._i_j I I I I 
G LU I I I.........___.__. __ _ H l._i_j I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels date 10/30/85 

street & number telephone 

city or town St. Michaels state Maryland 21663 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to~be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



RIVERSIDE CLEANERS 

Year: 1967 Vol: 418 Page: 457 
From: Donald R Young and Joyce A Young and others Price: $5 
To: St. Michaels Improvement Corporation 
Notes: See copy of deed and plat, attached. Transfer of land behind subject 
lot for parking lot. 

Year: 1965 Vol: 401 Page: 70 
From: Raymond E and Mary G Jennison Price: $5 
To: Donald R and Joyce A Young 
Notes: Begins at pipe on E side Fremont St 196.21' from Canton Lane at SW 
caner of James M Wales & Franklin L Tinker; runs N 83.43 E 216.37' to Talbot 
St; with Talbot St S 4.49 E 30.50' to land formerly Solomon Caplan; with 
Caplan S 83.16 W 47.75 1

; th€n N 6.44 W 1 1
; then S 83.51 W 168.25' to E side 

Fremont St; then with Fremont St N 5.28 W 29.50'to beginning. Contains 
6465.53 sq ft. 

See copy of plat 16/24 attached. 

Conveyed to Jennisons by Conklins, 1964, 392/281. 

Behrens 

Year: 1964 Vol: 392 Page: 281 
From: Edward M Conklin & Sue G Conklin (wife) Price: $5 
To: Raymond E & Mary G Jennison (wife) 
Note.s: Consists of parcels 4 and 5 described in a deed from Oliver T. 
Fairbank to Oliver T Fairbank Jr and Alfred R Fairbank, 1938, 241/397. 

Same land described in deed from Alfred R Fairbank & wife and 
Oliver T Fairbank (Jr) & wife to Ed M Conklin Jr & Sue G Conklin and 
Raymond E Jennison & Mary G Jennison, 1962, 379/568 

Behrens 

• 
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RIVERSIDE CLEANERS PAGE TWO 

Year: 1962 Vol: 379 Page: 568 ~ 
From: Alfred R Fairbank & wife and Oliver T Fairbank & wife Price: $5 
To: Edward M & Sue G Conklin and Raymond E & 'Mary G Jennison 
Notes: Same description as 1938, 241/397. 

Each party had 1/2 interest. 

Behrens 

Year: l938 Vol: 241 Page: 397 
From: Oliver T Fairbank Price: $5 
To: Oliver T Fairbank, Jr and Alfred R Fairbank (joint tenants) 
Notes: See attached deed and refer to Plat with 1962, 379/568 (the deed 
preceding this one. 

This is PARCEL 5 on the deed and has a frontage of 18 feet on Talbot 
Street. It is referred-to as "The Old Comet Office". The description in the 
deeds is confusing. 

Conveyed to Oliver T Fairbank by H Clay Dodson and Clayland Mullikin, 
trustees, 1895, 122/441. 

Behrens 

Year: 1895 Vol: 122 Page: 441 
From: H Clay Dodson and Clayland Mullikin, trustees Price: $355 
To: Oliver T Fairbank 
Notes: Deed is for a lot 18 feet on Talbot Street by 37 feet deep and 
includes "The Old Comet Office". 

Assigned to H Clay Dodson and Clayland Mullikin as trustees by 
Edward G Harrison and wife Susannah for the purpose of paying off 
Harrsinon's debts.(Insolvent debtor?), 1895, 122/267. 

Behrens 

• 
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RIVERSIDE CLEANERS 

Year: 1895 Vol: 122 Page: 267 
From: Edward G Harrison and wife Susannah Price: $5 
To: H Clay Dodson and Clayland Mullikin 

PAGE THREE 

Notes: Deed transferred all Harrison's property & estate including his wife's 
dower interest to Dodson & Mullikin for the purpose of paying off Harrison's 
debts. In 1880, E Harrison & Son were operating a dry goods store on 
"Harrison's Corner" -- which would not have been this site. 

Conveyed to Edward Harrison and Thomas E Bell by Margaret Denny, 1868, 
74/209. 

Behrens 

Year: 1868 Vol: 75 Page: 3 
From: Thomas E Bell Price: $150 
To: Edward Harrison 
Notes: Bell sells his interest in the lot to Edward Harrison. 

Year: 1868 Vol: 74 Page: 209 
From: Margaret Denny Price: $300 
To: Edward Harrison and Thomas E Bell 
Notes: Referred-to as the "old Comet office". The "Comet" was an on-and-off 
paper and I have not checked as td when and where it was published. The lot 
is 18 feet on Talbot Street in this deed. 

Year: 1856 Vol: 67 Page: 215 
From: Samuel A Harrison & Martha ·Price: $262.60 
To: Margaret Denny 
Notes: Begins at James Benson's (lot Ill) 59'6" from the corner of Canton Row on 
Talbot Street; 89'3" on Talbot Street x 224'. 

This sale is for fee simple. Deeds mentions that lot had been leased to 
Hugh Wrightson (1843, 58/58). 
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RIVERSIDE CLEANERS 

Year: 1843 Vol: 58 Page: 58 
From: Samuel A Harrison Price: lease 
To: Hugh Wrightson 

PAGE FOUR 

Notes: Described as lot number 2 adjoining the storehouse of James Benson. 
Is 88.5 feet on Talbot Street. 

This is first lease of this lot on the "Canton Row". 

:.~ 1 
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TAX $2.00 . · .. ). 

'T'D'D A 1"!Tr· ;. • ) 
OLIVER T. FA~~, 

i . 

~ . ' 
a. 1 t. remembered tha.t on this 2nd d 8'1 o't 

J4ay, A •. 1>~, 19.38, at 2 otalock P.M. 1 the following Deed 
! 11r Instrument or writing was reoeived to pa recorded i l i 

and is accordingly enrolled as follows, to wit:- l er\ 

in the year n::e::~;::: :t=~-:::;~ ~::~; b;: i l 
U. S. INTERNAL R~. · ,.. ·.·.··•~:;~:.·Oliver T. F~_rb_ank (widower) ot St~J!ichaelsi Talllot 

1
_<t .•.. 1

1 

~-· , 

( ST.IA 'lt.lfl:l •2. 00 . ,. . ) : ' i '· 
j ,_ ~ ;' ·;~;IC0o¥;, .JIUl'1i1..; ~ (~.;,.tor l ot on8 pe,,rt 8JJd bli ver T. I 

TO . . 

OLIVER ·T. FAIRBMnC,//.) .· .... 

JUNIOR AND ALFRED R. ) . 

FAffiBANK, ) 
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399 

hundred and seventy. two (172) feet and tllre·e {3} inches to Fremont :Jtreet, thence no:rth I 

J 
with Fremont Street twenty nine (29) feet and six ( 6) inches to the lot of ground belonging. 

to, Clifton Hope and Jrunes Seth, the nee Easterly with the lost named lot two hundred and 

twenty ( 220) feet to Talbot ;;)treet, thence Llouth VJ i th. Talbot tltrflet twelve ( l:~) feet and 
.. 

six (6) inches to the place of beginning. Bl!:ING the some lot ol' ground coavcy d to Ollver 

T. Fairbank, in tee sira!)le, by deed dated the twenty-eighth (28to) day of November in 

the year Eighteen Hundred and ninety eight {l89P) and recorded among the Land Records 

of Talbot County in Liber F.G.W. 131, Foliri 24 etc. 

?ARCEL FIVE {5} BEGINNING for the same at the Northwest corner of the 

store house formerly occupied by Ches. M. Edgar and running. t":l~nce north with the. shop 

or store room known as the "Old .comet Office" Eighteen (18) feet to the south end of a 

kitchen lately occupied by Mrs. Susan ,e..·; Mettee, thence East by and wit'h the 'tOld Comet 
./ 

Office'' thirty seven (3?) feet to a cedar post planted il1 the p,round at the 0.outh East 

corner of Mrs. Susan A. Mettee's front yard and on the line of Talbot Street, thence 

South with the line of Talbot Stree.t Eighteen ( 18) feet to the line of a lot ,_,f e;round 

held by MAry M. Jones by lease from Margaret Denny, thence west with the line of said .leased 

lot nnd with the st1id store house lately occupied by Chas. M. Edgar, thirty oe1en { ~>7) 

feet to the place of beginnins. BEING THE SJ\ME lot of ground conveyed to Oliver T. Fairbank 
l 
l 

in fee simple by deed dated the seventh (7th) day or August in the year Eighteen hundred at;td 

ninety five (1895} ·and recorded amone the Land Records of Talbot County ih l..iber J .H. 122, 

Folio 441 eto. 

TOGETHER wtt-fl tlie. li~il..d~Jl~ ... ~d improvements ered~. ,QtAd'.f:l·; · 
lf\~ :\ '~117~. ,,_~~.,.-!1~~ . . ' . "" ' y .. iii '.i : : ~t . . ,.. . 

I 
l 
I 
i 
10 

I 
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RIVERSIDE CLEAlTERS T-566 
St. llichaels, Talbot County, ttaryland 
East Elevation 

fi/85r"'DPaHl Touart1 PJiotographcr 
flEG/.1 . istorica Trust 





RIVERSIDE CLEANERS T-566 
St . Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland 
East Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photosrpaher 
UEG/f.ID. Historical 'i'rust 





RIVERSIDE CLEAHERS T-566 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, hlaryland 
East Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
tTEG/UD. Historical Trust 





RIVERSIDE CLEAUERS T-566 
Uest Elevation 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Uarylanct 
G/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
NEG/HD. Historical Trust 
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