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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Wye Oak School 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Md. Rt. 662 
CITY. TOWN 

Wye Mills 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT ~PUBLIC 
\l'BUILDINGIS) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED ~ES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Talbot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE ~USEUM 
_COMMERCIAL ___ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

State of Md., Dept. of 1\Tatural Eesources Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rowe :Slvd. 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Talbot County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

\T. Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton 

I! REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE, Zl.p code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber # : 4o I , +1 3 41 + 
Folio #: 4o<(.. / 3z.S, l:>ctJ 

STATE 

Maryland 21601 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LQCAL 

··--DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

ilGooD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

T·S{ 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVF.0 OATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Beneath the long limbs of the Wye Oak stands a one and one-
half story brick one-room building said to be the first public school 
on the Eastern Shore. It appears to date from around 1800, and looks 
almost identical to the small building now used by the Chamber of 
Commerce near Easton (called :•Tilghman' s Fortune"). 

One feature which differs is the placement of the chimney, 
slightly projecting (about 4") from its north gable. The various 
coats of paint are wearing away creating an uneven surface. It's 
three bay facade, laid in Flemish bond above an unmolded water table, 
has a central door with wood steps to the ground. The windows have 
9/6 sash and louvered shutters 1 except the single dormer on the east 
side of the 'A' roof. with 6/6 sash and the four pane casement in 
the south gable. The south and west sides have one window, although 
there appears to have been a door originally on the west, now blocked 
up. Curious use of all glazed headers appears in the old brickwork 
of the south gable. 

The interior has simple period trim and a ladder to the loft. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

~ 700-1799 

_ 1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

__AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

~RCHITECTURE ~EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _1NDUSTRY _POLITICSiGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

T-57 

_RELIGION 

_sc:ENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOC1AL'HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

The school at Wye Oak is one of the interesting and unique 
survivals of the one-room dwelling. At one time during its life, 
from early photos when the State purchased the tree, there was 
a wing on the south side of the building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland ~istorical Trust Dec. 1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Sircle 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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