
T-580 
Keithley House 
st. Michaels 
private 

c. 1815-1825, c. 1860 

Until 1955, this corner property fronting Mulberry street and the north gate 

to st. Mary's Square had been held by the Kiethley family, beginning in 1783. 

James Keithley, a weaver, purchased "Lot 18" from Jonathan Harrison and evidently 

occupied the site until his decease in 1786, when the property passed to his wife. 

Their son, Richard Keithley, apparently inherited the " •.. dwelling house and lot 

where I now live .•. ," which he sold to James Keithley in 1826. Due to the 

architectural features evident in the east end of the dwelling it is reasonable to 

believe that the east half of the house was erected at the time the property was 

transferred to James or slightly before. The major rebuilding of the house was 

accomplished around 1860-1870, perhaps by Captain John and Sophia Keithley 

Thomas or the next occupants, William K. and Mary Jane Thomas, who acquired 

title to the corner property in 1879. 
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Maryland /Hi~torical Trust 
State· Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Keithley House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Mulberry Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_xoccupied 
_ unoccupied 

Survey No. T-SSO 

Magi No. 2 I 0 5 8 0 5 4 0 4 

DOE ~yes no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_museum 
_park 

__ district 
___x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 

_ work in progress 
Accessible 

_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

-X- private residence 
_religious 

,--~object 
__ being considered 
---1£..not applicable 

~- yes: restricted 
_ .. yes: unrestricted 
_no 

_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name The Inn at Perry Cabin 

street & number P.O. Box 247 telephone no.: 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD. 21663 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 

city, town Easton state MD. 21601 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal __ state _ county 

.Jpository for survey records 

city, town state 

local 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ xgood 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins _.x._ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. T-580 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Keithley house, located on the southwest corner of Mulberry Street and 
the north entrance to St. Mary's Square, faces north with the principal gable 
oriented on an east west axis. Incorporated into the ell-shaped main block is an 
early nineteenth-century frame house. 

Built in two principal periods, the ell-shaped main house is supported by a 
combination brick pier and continous brick foundation. The space beneath the 
oldest section (the eastern half of the house) is excavated below ground level. The 
entire house is uniformly sheaith'e'd with vinyl siding, and the steeply pitched roof is 
covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the back of the house is a series of 
gabled and shed additions erected during the past century. 

The north (main) facade is an asymmetrical five-bay elevation. The centrally 
located six-panel door has three-pane sidelights and a six-light transom. Flanking 
the front door are a pair of large-size six-over-six sash windows. All the window 
frames have beaded surrounds and most windows retain louvered shutters. Due to 
the two periods of construction the second floor windowsof the oldest section are 
slightly unaligned with the windows of the mid nineteenth-century section. A 
three-bay front porch stretches across the front of the house and is supported by 
turned posts with sawn brackets and turned balusters. 

The east (side) elevation is an asymmetrical four-bay facade pierced by a 
combination of large six-over-six sash windows and a four-panel door opening. 
Small two-light windows light the excavated cellar. A bulkhead entrance to the 
cellar has been added to the northeast corner of the house. The second floor is 
lighted by six-over-six sash windows as well. 

The rear elevation is an uneven facade where the ell is filled with single­
story gabled and shed additions. The exterior features remain consistent with the 
rest of the house. The west gable end is a plain weatherboard wall with a flush 
gable end trimmed with a plain bargeboard. 

The interior finishes date largely from the mid nineteenth century. The 
centrally located stair has a heavily turned newel post, rectangular balusters and a 
oval-profile handrail. A six-panel door opens into closet beneath the first landing. 
The parlor is fitted with new bookcases to each side of the hearth. A simple post 
and lintel mantel frames the firebox. There is a one-step difference in floor level 
between the hall and the east room, which marks the shift between the early 
nineteenth-century section and the western addition. The eastern section has been 
sir:tpJ)ed'-of 'any'.p~rfod·finishes. 



T-580 

Keithley House Description Continued 

The second floor is detailed in a less elaborate manner than the first floor. 
A plastered arch marks the doorway that separates the two sections. Four-panel 
doors open into the various bedrooms. A~cess by a drop ladder into the attic 
revealed that the roof structure above the eastern section was rebuilt to match 
the roof height of the western addition. Early nineteenth-century features 
significant in the excavated cellar include common bond walls and pit-sawn floor 
joists. An independent foundation and sill system for the eastern half of the 
house reveals the rectangular shape of the former two-story frame house. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-580 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
,--,. 1500-1599 
- - 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
-X-- 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x__ architecture __ education -.- military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B .x_c D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state _Klocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a ge~?ral statement of history and 
support. 

The Keithley house is a prominent two-story, ell-shaped frame house that 
marks the southwest corner of Mulberry Street and the north gate of St. Mary's 
Square. The early part of the house was evidently erected during the first half 
of the nineteenth century, while the western half was added during the third quarter 
of the century. The house occupies a prominent site and retains a large percentage 
of its period exterior fabric. Inside the finishes date from the mid nineteenth 
century reworking of the house. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

Until 1955, this corner property fronting Mulberry Street had been held by 
the Keithley family since 1783. James Keithley, a weaver, purchased "Lot 18" from 
Jonathan Harrison and evidently occupied the site until his decease in 1786, when 
the property passed 1to his wife. Their son, Richard Keithley apparently inherited 
the " ••. dwelling house and lot where I now live .•. " which he sold to James Keithley 
in 1826. (46/605) Due to the architectural features evident in the east end of the 
dwelling it is reasonable to believe that the east half of the house was erected at 
the time the property was transferred to James or slightly before. The major 
reworking of the house was accomplished around 1860-1870, perhaps by Captain John 
and Sophia Keithley Thomas or the next occupants, William K. and Mary Jane Thomas, 
who acquired title to the corner property in 1879.(87/217) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. 7- 5 Bv 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
.'.:I 

' 

ALL.I I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LU ._I .....__.. ___ ....___, D LU I I I I 
E Li.J ._I .....__.._..,_...,__. FLU I I I I I 
G LLJ ._I ......__.. ____ _ H LJ.j I I I I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels date 10/13/86 

street & number telephone 

city or town St. Michaels state MD 21663 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland,Legislature to be.found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Artici'e 41~ Section 181 KA~ i974 supplement. 

, J;~e su.:i:vey and inventory are being prepared for inform<l:tion and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

.. 

PS-2746 
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YEAR: 1980 VOL: 550 PAGE: 649 

KEITHLEY HOUSE 

FROM : Harry C Meyerhoff PRICE: $100,000 
TO : The Inn at Perry Cabin, Inc. 
NOTES: "Designated on town plat number 18". Begin at W corner of North Gate 
on Mulberry Street; run with Mulberry W 60' to lot number 19; with number 19 
S 120' to St. Mary's Square; E with St Mary's Square 60' to the SE corner of 
this lot; then N 120'. 
Conveyed to grantor by R Stewart & Evelyn S Bell 1978, 525/295 

YEAR: 1978 VOL: 525 PAGE: 295 
FROM : R Stewart Bell and Evelyn S Bell PRICE: $64,000 
TO : Harry C Meyerhoff 
NOTES: Same as 1980, 550/649. 

T-580 

Conveyed to grantors by G K Harrison and C Eugene Keithley, extrs of estate of 
Elva Willey Keithley dcd, 1955, 327/304. 

YEAR: 1955 VOL: 327 PAGE: 305 
FROM : G K Harrison and C Eugene Keithley, extrs.* PRICE: $7000 
TO : R Stewart Bell and Evelyn S Bell 
NOTES: Harrison and Keithley are executors of the estate of Elva Willey Keithley 
whose will is 1949, 29/23. Same description as 1980. 
THE PROPERTY HAD BEEN IN THE KEITHLEY FAMILY FOR 172 YEARS. 
Co~veyed to Elva Willey Keithley by T Willey Keithley 1933, 231/544. 

YEAR: 1933 VOL: 231 PAGE: 544 
FROM : Heirs of Deborah Keithley PRICE: L & A 
TO : Elva Willey Keithley 
NOTES: The grantors were: T Willey Keithley & Devona; Victor P Keithley & 
Grace (Wilmington, Del.); Eugene & Annie Keithley (NY State); Addie C 
McQuay & William T; Myrtle Y Harrison & George K. Same description as 1980. 
Conveyed to Deborah A Keithley by Elizabeth A Cochel, et al 1895, 125/279. 
Deborah died intestate in 1923 leaving as heirs her children, the grantors 
above. 

YEAR: 1895 VOL: 125 PAGE: 279 
FROM : Elizabeth A Cochel (Baltimore) et al* PRICE: $500 
TO Deborah A Keithley 
NOTES: * The others were: India May Cochel Hews & Clarence A; and Charles A 
Cochel of Malden, Mass. 
Conveyed to James Keithley by Richard Keithley 1826, 46/605; also same lot 
conveyed to Sophia E Thomas by her father and mother, James & Sophia Keithley 
1848, 61/140. Sophia E Thomas died intestate leaving heirs William K Thomas 
and Elizabeth A Cochel. William K Thomas conveyed his half to Elizabeth and 
Charles Cochel 1879, 87/217. Charles died, leaving Elizabeth. 



KEITHLEY HOUSE T-580 

YEAR: 1879 VOL: 87 PAGE: 217 
FROM : William K and Mary Jane Thomas PRICE: $500 
TO : Charles F and Elizabeth A Cochel 

PAGE TWO 

NOTES: The lot was owned by Sophia E Thomas (1848, 61/140). She died intestate 
and the property was inherited by her children, William K Thomas and Elizabeth 
A Cochel. In this deed, William K Thomas and wife May Jane transfer their 
interest to the "house and lot" to his sister and her husband. 
Conveyed to Sophia E Thomas by James and Sophia Keithley 1848, 61/140. 

YEAR: 1848 VOL: 61 PAGE: 140 
FROM : James and Sophia Keithley PRICE: L & A 
TO : Sophia E Thomas (wife of Capt. John Thomas) 
NOTES: "Lot number 18". 
Conveyed to grantors by Richard Keithley 1826, 46/605. 

YEAR: 1826 VOL: 46 PAGE: 605 
FROM : Richard Keithley (Carpenter, of Baltimore) PRICE: $100 
TO : James Keithley (Carpenter) 
NOTES: "All that lot •••. " 
Conveyed to James Keithley by Jonathan Harrison 1783, 21/310. 

YEAR: 1783 VOL: 21 PAGE: 310 
FROM : Jonathan Harrison, Wheelwright PRICE: p7 10s sp 
TO : James Keithley, Weaver 
NOTES: "One lot, number 18". 
Conveyed to Jonathan Harrison by James Braddock 1781, 21/228. 
James Keithley had three sons: Richard, James, and Thomas. He also had two 
daughters: Elender and Nancy. Thomas A Mueller, a Keithley descendent;, has 
written a manuscript entitled KEITHLEY NOTES (1986). In this he refers to an 
unsigned, unwitnessed, and unrecorded will of James Keithley in the possession 
of Annie Lou Martyn, Newark, Delaware. The will, dated 1786, leaves his wife all 
of his real and personal property during her life. On her decease, son Richard 
is to get "the dwelling house and lot where I now live"; James is to get lot 36 
and 1/2 37 "at the meeting house"; Thomas, lots 29 and 30. The will was apparent­
ly honored by the heirs and accounts for Richard's sale to James in 1826. 

YEAR: 1781 VOL: 21 PAGE: 228 
FROM : James Braddock PRICE: p40 cm 
TO Jonathan Harrison, House Carpenter 
NOTES: The price paid for the lot is the same as that paid for six other 
single lots sold by Braddock between 1778 and 1781. The land was part of 
Jane's Progress. 
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KEITHLEY HOUSE 
St. Michaels , Md . Quadrangle 
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KEITHLEY HOUSE T-580 
St. Michaels, Talbot Co. , Md. 
North elevation 
10/86, Paul Touart, photographer 
Neg ./Md. Historical Trust 





KEITHLEY HOUSE T-580 
st. Michaels, Talbot Co., Md. 
Northeast elevation 
10/86, Paul Touart, photographer 
Neg. /Md. Historical Trust 


