
T-581 
Hiss House 
st. Michaels 
private 

c. 1878 

A chain-of-title for the Hiss house strongly indicates the two-story house was 

built around 1878 after William J. and Deborah A. Keithley sold a 20' by 120' lot 

to Eleanore Blades for $80. Between 1878 and 1914, Eleanore Blades married John 

D. Barnold, and the Barnolds sold the improved lot in 1914 for $350 to Lawrence s. 

Fairbank. The st. Michaels town map of 1877 documents the fact that the lot was 

not improved at that time. The simple Victorian features of the house agree with 

the estimated date of construction. The property changed hands a dozen times 

since 1914. Most recently, Donald and Catherine Hiss purchased the house in 1983. 

standing in a line of nineteenth-century dwellings that front st. Mary's 

Square, the Hiss house is a modest two-story, frame dwelling. The relatively plain 

exterior is trimmed with a few late nineteenth-century features including the 

chamfered post front porch and the decorative sawnwork across the eave. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common Hiss House 

2. Location 

street & number 406 St. Mary's Square 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
-L building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

/ ___ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
-L private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-SSl 

Magi No. 2 I 0 5 8 1 5 6 0 4 

DOE ~yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
__ park 
_x__ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Donald Hiss 

street & number 406 St. Mary's Square telephone no. : 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 21663 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot Co. Clerk of Court liber 577 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 770 

city, town Easton state MD 21601 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state _ county __ locttl 

-~pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
~good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_x_ altered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. T-581 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Hiss house is located at 406 St. Mary's Square in the center of St. 
Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The two-story, two-bay frame house faces east 
with the gable oriented on a north/south axis. 

Built around 1870-1880, the two-story, two-bay frame house is supported by a 
minimal brick foundation and sheathed with wood shingles. The medium pitched roof 
is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the main block is a two-story dining 
room and kitchen wing. 

The east (main) facade is a two-bay elevation with a partially glazed door in 
the right bay and a six-over -six sash to the left. Covering the first floor is a 
front porch supported by chamfered posts. The second floor is lighted by evenly 
spaced six-over-six sash windows, and the front eave is trimmed with decorative 
sawnwork. 

Built against the south wall is a modern brick chimney erected in place of 
the interior end brick stove stack. Modern sash windows have been added to the 
first floor to each side of the brick chimney. The eaves are slightly extended. 

The west side of the one-room plan main block is largely covered by the 
two-story two-room plan service wing. A seam in; north and south sides of the 
wing suggests different periods of construction. A shed roof porch supported by 
turned porch posts and decorated with sawn brackets is attached to the east gable 
end. The south end of the porch is enclosed with flush boards for a pantry. 

The interior of the house has been partially remodeled during the last few 
years. The stair rises against the north wall of the front room with a twentieth­
century balustrade. A beaded board and batten door opens into the stair closet. A 
second stair was formerly located in the rear room for access from the kitchen. 
The stair was removed in lieu of a first floor bathroom. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-581 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

- 1500-1599 __ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
- 1600-1699 _x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 

_ 1700-1799 
....x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo1"1ation 

Specific dates 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B Xe n 

A B C D E F G 

national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gei\eral statement of history and 
\ support. 

The Hiss house is a modest two-story, one-room plan frame dwelling with a 
two-story service wing. The relatively plain house is trimmed with a few late 
nineteenth-century features including the chamfered post front porch and decorative 
sawnwork across the front eave. The,':oHiSs::::hQ·l:l'Sf! stands in a line of nineteenth­
century dwellings that mark the west side of St. Mary's Square. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

~~ A chain-of-title,for the Hiss house strongly indicates the two-story house 
was built around 1878 after William J. and Deborah A. Keithley sold a 20' by 120' 
lot· to EJeanore Blades for $80. (53/33) . .-.Between .1878 and 1914;.-Eleanore Blades 
married John D. Barnold, and the Barnolds sold the improved-let 1 in--1914 for 
$350 to Lawrence S. Fairbank. The St. Michaels town map of 1877 helps also by 
indicating the structure had not been erected by that time. The simple 
Victorian features of the house agree with the estimated date of construction. 
The property has changed hands a dozen times since 1914. Donald and Catherine 
Hiss purchas~d. t;he bouse in 1983. (577 /770) . , 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-S8l 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

ALJ.J I I 1 I I I I I I sw l I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLJ.J ~1~-----' ~I...._..__.__._ __ oLIJ I I I I 
E LLJ I I .__I ~~-- F LL_I I I I I 
G LU I I ~' ......_....__._ ....... ....,_ H L.i_j I I I 
Verbal boundary' description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 
Paul Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels date 10/13/86 

street & number telephone 

city or town St. Michaels state MD 21663 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



HISS HOUSE 

YEAR: 1983 VOL: 577 PAGE: 770 
FROM : Richard L and Suzanne D Mason PRICE: 
TO : Donald and Catherine G Hiss 
NOTES: See deed for exact description. The lot is approximately 30 x 120 
feet and is one half of the original lot number 32 of James Braddock's 
St Michaels. 
Conveyedto the grantors by T Walter and Irma L Harper 1974, 488/720. 

YEAR: 1983 VOL: 577 PAGE: 766 
FROM : Richard L and Suzanne D Mason * PRICE: 
TO : *AND James M and Elaine P Burress 

T-581 

NOTES: This is a BOUNDARY LINE AGREEMENT. It is long and involved but was 
necessary to bring the boundary of the lot into agreement with 1983, 577/770. 
The lot is actually 30 x 120 while the following deed calls for a lot only 
20 feet wide. 

YEAR: 1974 VOL: 488 PAGE: 720 
FROM : T Walter and Irma L Harper PRICE: 
TO : Richard L and Suzanne D Mason 
NOTES: Begins at SE corner of lot formerly heirs of Samuel Harrison, later 
Jerie Seymour; run W with Seymour 120' to former Thomas M Bryan now J Fletcher 
Fairbank; then S with Fairbank 20 1

; then E 120' to St Mary's Square; then N 
with the Square, 20' to the beginning. 
Conveyed to the grantors by William T and Ruth Wharton 1957, 343/239. 

YEAR: 1957 VOL: 343 PAGE: 239 
FROM : William T Wharton and Ruth Wharton PRICE: 
TO : T Walter Harper and Irma L Harper 
NOTES: Same 20 x 120 description. 
Conveyed to grantors by Jesse M WE Shockley (widow) and Kenneth R Shockley 
(unmarried) 1944, 258/250. 

YEAR: 1944 VOL: 258 PAGE: 250 
FROM : Jesse MW Shockley, widower & Kenneth R Shockley, unm. PRICE: $1000 
TO : William T Wharton and Ruth Wharton 
NOTES: Lot is 20 x 120. 
Conveyed to grantors by Frank H Jefferson and Hettie Jefferson 1939, 245/430 

YEAR: 1939 VOL: 245 PAGE: 430 
FROM : Frank H Jefferson and Hettie Jefferson PRICE: 
TO : Jesse M W Shockley, Mabel Grace Shockley, and Kenneth R Shockley 
NOTES: 20 x 120. 
Conveyed to the grantors by the Workingmen's Building & Loan Assn. of 
Maryland 1935, 235/316. 



HISS HOUSE T-581 

YEAR: 1935 VOL: 235 PAGE: 316 
FROM : Workingman's Building & Loan Assn of St Michaels PRICE: $5 
TO : Frank Jefferson and Hettie Jefferson 
NOTES: 20 x 120. 
Conveyed to grantor by G Elbert Marshall, atty. 1935, 234/32. 
1935, 235/317 is a mortgage to the WB&LSM for $500. 

YEAR: 1935 VOL: 234 PAGE: 32 
FROM : G Elbert Marshall, atty PRICE: $550 
TO : Workingman's Building & Loan Assn of St Michaels 
NOTES: Foreclosure on a mortgage of George McQuay to the W B & L SM 
1931, 227/147. 

YEAR: 1931 VOL: 227 PAGE: 147 
FROM : George McQuay PRICE: &400 
TO : Workingman's Building & Loan Association of St Michaels 

PAGE TWO 

NOTES: This was a mortgage for $400 with the subject property as security. 
Conveyed to George McQuay by John P Cosden 1930, 221/337. 

YEAR: 1930 VOL: 221 PAGE: 337 
FROM : John P Cosden & wife PRICE: $5 
TO : George McQuay 
NOTES: 20 x 120. 
Conveyed to John P Cosden and Mary E Cosden by Charles Meniel 1923, 195/484 

YEAR: 1923 VOL: 195 PAGE: 484 
FROM : Charles Meniel PRICE: $400 
TO : John P Cosden and Mary E Cosden 
NOTES: 20 x 120 
Conveyed to Charles Meniel by Lawrence S Fairbank and Elsie F Fairbank 
1922, 192/32. 

YEAR: 1922 VOL: 192 PAGE: 32 
FROM : Lawrence S Fairbank and wife PRICE: $424 
TO : Charles Meniel 
NOTES: 20 x 120 
Conveyed to Lawrence S Fairbank by Eleanore Barnhold and John D Barnhold 
1914, 169/324. 



HISS HOUSE T-581 

YEAR: 1914 VOL: 169 PAGE: 324 
FROM : Eleanore Barnhold and John D Barnhold PRICE: $350 
TO : Lawrence S Fairbank 
NOTES: 20 x 120 

PAGE THREE 

Conveyed to Eleanore Barnhold (nee Blades) by William J Keithley 1878, 85/33. 

YEAR: 1878 VOL: 85 PAGE: 33 
FROM : William J Keithley and Deborah A Keithley PRICE: $80 
TO Eleanore Blades 
NOTES: 20 x 120 

YEAR: 1845 VOL: 59 PAGE: 137 
FROM : Thomas Keithley and Margaret Keithley PRICE: $.50 
TO : Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Talbot County 
NOTES: "so much of the lot bought by Thomas Keithley of Alexander B Harrison 
as trustee of the late John Merchant whiich lot is designated number 32". Begins 
within 3' of the southernmost corner of St Mary's Square; run with the square 
NW 20'; then SW 24'; then SE 20' to within 3' of lot 30; then parallel with 
30 to the beginning. "Upon which lot the trustees have in course of erection 
a house to be used for •..••. a Sunday School". 

YEAR: 1838 VOL: 53 PAGE: 429 
FROM : Alexander B Harrison PRICE: $25.06 
TO Thomas Keithley 
NOTES: "all that lot at the southmost corner of St. Maryis Square; 60 feet 
on the square, run back 120 feet to lot 26. 
This was a trustee's sale of the real estate of John Merchant. 

No deed for the sale of this lot to John Merchant was found. 

YEAR: 1780 VOL: 29 PAGE: 70 
FROM : James Braddock PRICE: p40 cm 
TO William Hambleton, "Gent" 
NOTES: The original sale of this lot - number 32 - by James Braddock. The date 
the deed was "made" is 1780; however, Hambleton (or his heirs) waited until 
1801 to record it at the Courthouse! One reason a deed is finally recorded is 
when someone wants to sell the property. NO SALE OF THIS LOT BY HAMBLETON (or 
anyone else) until Keithley buys it in 1838 has been found. 
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00NALD HISS HOUSE T-581 
St. Michaels , Talbot Co. , Md. 
East elevation 
10/86, Paul Touart, photographer 
Neg . /Md . Historical Trust 


